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The Counter-Sublime and the Modernist Poem: The poet’s Relationship to his
Predecessors in the “Qafiyah min ajl al-mu'allaqat”

Sami Ababneh, Associate Professor, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Arts,
University of Jordan.

Abstract

This paper explores the rediscovery of the modernist poets’ relationship to their great predecessors. The
modernist poem in Arabic poetry appears problematic at the vision and form levels in their relations to traditions
of Arabic poetry. This relationship varies in its appearance and concealment among poets, but it never ceases.

The paper depends on the premise that modern poets seek to place themselves among great poets. This
happens due to their feeling of being late and desire to sublime this relationship beyond the state of “the anxiety
of influence.” It employs critical theories that address this relationship, particularly what was presented by
Harold Bloom.

The discussion is divided into two sections: theoretical, in which the theory is clarified, and practical, in
which the idea is enriched by studying the case of Mahmoud Darwish’s poem “Qafiyah min ajl al-mu'allaqat.”

The study concludes that modernist poets feel the need to prove their connection to the traditions of Arabic
poetry. They insist on establishing a link between their poetics and what preceded them. This is to protect their
poetics and place themselves among the group of great poets. Analyzing the poem “Qafiyah min ajl al-
mu'allaqat” reveals that it summarizes this relationship. It presents Mahmoud Darwish’s poetic biography and
his experience on three levels: the personal (historical), the intellectual, and the poetic, and that Darwish elevates
everything that he saw as a power of his predecessors and in Arabic poetry through al-Mu'allaqat, to transcend
his anxiety about perish at the three levels regarding the power of time to achieve a modernist vision.

Keywords: Modernist poem, The anxiety of influence, Poetic traditions, Qafiyah min ajl al-mu'allagat.
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