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Investigating the Time and Place of Al-Ghazali's Isolation and the Composition of
Revival: An Analytical Study

Samer Jaber, PhD in Jurisprudence and its Principles, Jordanian Ministry of Education.

Abstract

The research aims to investigate the period of Imam Al-Ghazali’s isolation as well as its locations, in addition
to the circumstances surrounding the authorship of his book, Thya’ ‘Ulum al-Din’ (The Revival of the Religious
Sciences). The researcher remarked that the period of Al-Ghazali’s isolation has not received an adequate
documentation and study and noticed a problem as for the inaccuracy of determining the previously noted locations
and durations of his retreats. This inaccuracy stems from contradictions between Al-Ghazali’s own self mentions
in his book ‘Al-Mungqidh min al-Dalal’ (Deliverance from Error) and the narratives presented by some historians,
which have become widely accepted in academic circles. This discrepancy has led to difficulties in forming
accurate perceptions of Al-Ghazali and his seminal work. The researcher employed a textual analytical approach
for historical texts and a deductive method concerning the period of Al-Ghazali’s seclusion. Several conclusions
are found, including that Al-Ghazali’s seclusion was predominantly in the city of Tus, and his stay in Damascus
during his retreat was very brief. It was also concluded that Imam Al-Ghazali was not present in Jerusalem during
its occupation. Furthermore, the research found that ‘Thya’ ‘Ulum al-Din’ was authored towards the end of his
seclusion in the town of Tus. The researcher recommends accrediting ‘Al-Munqidh min al-Dalal’ as a primary
source for studying Imam Al-Ghazali’s thought and life.

Keywords: Al-Ghazali, Ihya, Thya’ *Ulum al-Din, Jerusalem, Jihad, Sufism, Seclusion, Crusades.
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