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Trade Relations Between Makkah and Medina from Pre-Islamic to

the Conquest of Makkah in 8" H

Elham A. al-Babtain, Department of History, Faculty of Arts, King Saud University, Al-Riyad, Saudi
Arabia.

Abstract

The research deals with the commercial relations between Makkah and Medina from a short period
before Islam to the conquest of Makkah in 8" H. The paper reviews the importance of both Makkah and
Medina as the most important trading centres in the Arabian Peninsula. Both cities had their noticeable
contributions in the trade between al-Sham (Syria) and Yemen. The inhabitants of Makkah in particular,
took Yathreb as their resting place from the pains of trip on their way to and from Makkah to al-Sham.
These Makkah used to sell their goods which they bring from Yemen and al-Sham to Yathreb. These
traders used to purchase certain goods and agricultural products that were well known in Yathreb for
the purpose of bringing them to Makkah or sometimes exporting them to al-Sham, especially the
silverworks of some famous Yathreb craftsmen. This communication between inhabitants of Makkah and
Yathreb led to the emergence of social relations and the exchange of visits, intermarriages and
exchange of market visits for trade and mutual benefits.

When the Prophet migrated to Medina the trade of the Makkah with al-Sham was affected by the
hostile relations and the state of war between Muslims and idolaters, no longer matters to normal only
after al-Hudaybiyah treaty.
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The Jordanians' Attitudes Towards the Performance of the Fourteenth
Jordanian Parliament (2003 — 2007): A Survey Study

Abedelmajeed Al- Azzam, Department of Political Sciene, Middle East University for
Graduate Studies, Amman, Jordan.

Farouq Al- Azzam, Al-Balga Applied University , al-Agaba, Jordan.

Abstract

The purpose of this survey study is to measure and analyze Jordanians' attitudes towards the
performance of the Fourteenth Jordanian Parliament with respect to economic, political, social,
security and administrative factors. The study also examines correlations between the attitudes of the
national sample and demographic variables such as sex, educational level, family income, and region of
residence of respondents. In addition, it also compares the attitudes of the national sample with those of
the decision-making and opinion leaders elites.

To this end, an aggregate, stratified sample of 1800 families was selected and drawn from the
Jordan National Statistic Department, based on the 2004 national census, and from each family an
adult (18 years of age or more) was randomly selected. In addition, a sample of 200 decision-makers
and opinion leaders was selected and asked to respond to the questionnaire.

The study has arrived at several conclusions, the most important of which are:

e In general, the attitudes of both samples towards the performance of parliament were negative,
which reflect the poor performance of the Parliament. Also, both samples were not satisfied with
the way the Fourteenth Parliament responded to problems facing the Jordanian society.

In the light of the results, the study provides a number of recommendations that may enhance the
performance of the parliament, The most important of these recommendations are:

taking serious measures on the part of parliament to assure government recognition and
enhancement of human rights and civil liberties;

consolidating economic relations with Arab countries, especially oil exporting countries, that could
enable the private sector to attract large investments from those countries, and to compete
adequately in their markets;

taking serious measures on the part of parliament to ensure government serious action in
combating corruption, and to ensure equal employment opportunities; and

issuing a taxation law that could ease the burden on the citizens.
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Familiarity with the International Olympic Movement Among Sport

Sciences Students at Mu'tah University

Mo'tsem Mahmood Shetnawe, Department of Exercise Rehabilitation, Faculty of Sport Sciences,
Mu'tah University Karak, Jordan.

Zain Alabedin Bani Hani, Department of Physical Education, Faculty of Sport Sciences, Mu'tah
University Karak, Jordan.

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the extent of students' knowledge of the International
Olympic Committee (I0OC) in Sport Sciences School at Mutah University. The sample consisted of (99)
students:(54) males and (45) females, selected randomly from four class levels. A questionnaire of (32
items) was developed in used. Frequency, percentiles, and chi-square were calculated.

The main results indicated that both females and males have little knowledge of 1CO, with
significant differences between both sexes, and there was no effect of class level on their knowledge of
/ICO/. Several educational recommendations were made.
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New Techniques of Exploring Music Scales for the Lute Instrument

Wa'el Haddad, Department of Music, Faculty of Fine Arts, Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract

This paper aims at finding one constant method to play the music scale on different musical notes.
To attain this aim, the author conducted several practical attempts on the lute playing al —Ajam and al-
Nahawand magams until he arrived at constant procedure used for unified performance of same scale
at varied musical notes.

The paper also aims at exploring the status and importance of the lute throughout history as well
as the importance of musical scales as a technical necessity to improve tune playing skills. The paper
explains the important roles the lute has played since pre- Islamic times until the present. The author
highlighted two curricula accredited to teach the lute in Iraq and Lebanon and indicated the need to
establish a practical curriculum to teach the musical scale.

As such, the paper has contributed in creating a new technique helpful in its dynamics for future
generations to correct the curricula used in teaching our Arabic instruments.
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The Role of Physical Education Faculties

in Problem Solving Facing Youth

Nabeel Shamroukh, Department of Physical Education ,Faculty of Physical Education, Yarmouk
University, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to recognize the role of faculites of physical education in facing
problems that students experience at the university.

Subjects were (214) male and female students presenting different major studies at Yarmouk
Universities during the 2nd semester of 2005. Data was collected through the use of questionnaire
developed by the researcher in which includes (82) items disrupted into (6) subscales (social, health,
Body-composition, recreation, relationship, and psychological), and demographic information (gender,
year of study, and major).

The result showed that students biggest problems were related to sociological, health, body-
composition, recreation, among male students relation were with female students, in first and second
year, more that students in third and forth year. Also the finding showed that physical education
students were least to face problems that students in other majors in the universities
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The Role of Business Incubators at the Business and Professional
Women Association (BPWA) on Empowering of Women to Establish
Viable Economical Projects

Amal El Kharrouf, Center for Women's Studies, University of Jordan, Amman, Jordan.

Rima Masou'd, Center for Women's Studies, University of Jordan, Amman, Jordan.

Abstract

This study dealt with one aspects of the economic empowerment for women by introducing a new
development tool in Jordan, which is Business Incubators. This study aims at examining the importance
of non-financial support and services for the sustainability of women’s projects. In addition, it also aims
at identifying the services provided by the BPWA to women entrepreneurs and exploring the extent to
which business incubators serve the incubated projects and help in providing a solid basis for well-
established projects.

The methodology used in the study is the Case Study method. On the other hand, and in order to
achieve the goals of the study, a (50%) sample was selected from the total number of women
entrepreneurs with incubators at the BPWA. The data were elicited through a designed questionnaire,
which was filled during interviews with beneficiaries.

The following conclusions were drawn from this study: 1. Lack of marketing and administrative
technigques were the major causes reported by women entrepreneurs behind the failure of their projects.
2. The majority of women who did not succeed their projects didn’t join training courses on how to
establish a new business, nor benefited from the provided consultancies. 3. Women who joined training
courses reported that those training courses have developed their personal skills and helped them deal
with problems faced during their projects. 4. The majority of women emphasized the need for
developing the services of the BPWA by including more specific training and guided counseling.
5. Business incubators provide space and essential office services and thus reduce overall initial cost.

Finally, and in light of the results, the study came up with a number of recommendations such as
the need to establish more business incubators at a large scale, not only for women, but also for new
entrepreneurs with potentially useful ideas. At the same time, more support should be provided to
existing incubators in order to acquire a higher level of success and sustainability for women’s projects.
Moreover, women entrepreneurs should form a support group to other new women entrepreneurs who
perhaps lack experience. It also recommended that the BPWA should follow up projects that leave
incubators successfully, at least to guarantee a safer integration process.
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Crisis Management Elements at Jordanian Faculties of physical Education

Ziad Al-Momani, Department of Physical Education, Faculty of Physical Education, Yarmouk
University, Irbid, Jordan.

Hassan Al-Wedian, Department of Physical Education, Faculty of Physical Education, Yarmouk
University, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract

This study aimed at finding out the crisis management elements at Jordanian faculties of physical
education, as well as finding out the difference in the presence of these elements. Experience, academic
rank and age were the variables studied.

The study sample consisted of (59) physical education faculty members. The researcher used a
descriptive approach, by applying a special questionnaire of crisis management elements.

The study results revealed that the elements of crisis management were moderately available,
except for the level of education element which was low. Results also showed that there are moderately
available no statistically significant differences in crisis management availability due to experience,
academic rank and age variables.
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How Jordanian Tourist Offices Promote Their Programs

Shafeeq Rababa'h, Department of Journalism and Mass Communication, Faculty of Arts, Yarmouk
University, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract

The research aims to study the nature of the inbound tourist offices in Jordan. How do they plan
and promote their programs? What is the reality and the effectiveness of these offices? A random
sample of 51 tourist offices was chosen for the study. This sample represents 18% of the population of
the study totaling (284). The study shows that the number of tourism and travel agents offices was 16 in
1970, 431 in 2005, and 441 in 2006.

Concerning the strategic planning unit, 50% of the sample has their own unit for such purpose and
50% have a fixed budget for promotion. Concerning the pricing strategies, the strategy which is based
on cost ranked first, that based on competition pricing came second. Advertisement ranked first as a
method of promotion.27% of the sample use advertisement Il the time and 22% of the sample use E-
mails. The partnership between Jordan tourist offices with foreign ones is very limited.

The study also summarizes the obstacles which face the tourist offices’ activities and many
recommendations are suggeoted.
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The Effects of Using Feedback and knowing Result on Improving
Students' Performance in Learning Basketball Shooting during the *Mini
Games' Course

Ismail Ghassab, Department of Physical Sport Science, Faculty of Physical Education, Yarmouk
University, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract

This experimental study aimed to investigate the effect of using feedback and knowing one's results
on the level of performance in learning the skill of basketball shooting.

The sample of the study consisted of (44) male students taking the course of mini games. They
came from two sections of first- year college of physical education students at Yarmouk University in
Irbid Jordan, during the academic year 2004-2005.

The sample of the study was chosen as a purposive sample and was divided into two groups: the
first group of 22 students was a control group and was taught by the traditional method, while the
second experimental group(also 22 students) was taught by the traditional method using feedback.
The researcher used pre- and tests — post to measure the level of students' performance. Statistied
analysis of means, standard deviation and ANOVA tests was used.

The results of the study showed that there are significant differences between using feedback and
knowing the results on and not using them in learning the skill of basketball shooting in the course of
mini games.

The researcher recommends using feedback in teaching physical education skills. Similar studies
largely are recommeded to include different variables.
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Music and Nationalism: Smetana —Moldau River—as a Sample

Mohammed Al-Mallah, Department of Music, Faculty of Fine Arts, Yarmouk University, Irbid,
Jordan.

Abstract

This Paper covers the way nationalism is expressed in music. So many studies were carried out in
the field of music but only a few of them aimed to express national issues and achieve specific results.
The Present Study can be taken as a real example for the studies just mentioned: A musical model,
which expresses important issues as nationalism, defending one's country and dignity besides facing
colonialism, has been presented. This famous musical work is called Moldau River composed by
Bedrich Smetana. It is one of a musical series en-titled My Country which was created by him during
the period of Austrian colonialism over his own country.

The Study aims to analyze Smetana's Poem Symphony which expresses the beauty and
magnificence of his own country. | first checked the written from of the piece and then listened to it. Also
I consulted the available relevant references and sources. | focused on the musical images used by the
composer including the fountain, the primary tune, the hunters, the peasant's dance sunset scene, the
river flow across The city of Brag and finally the final of the Symphony.

The Paper is an attempt to show the reader the possibility of using the issue of nationalism in many
fields and particularly in music. So | chose Moldau River as an example of a didactic musical work. |
discussed this distinguished work in details showing its wonderful images which reflect the beauty of the
area and help to enhance the national spirit among Smetlana'’s fellow citizens.
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Factorial Analysis for Anthropometric Measures upon Junior Badminton
Players: A Descriptive Study of Asian Junior Teams

Aman Kasounah, Department of Sport Rehabilitation, Faculty of Physical Education and Sport
Sciences, The Hashemiate University, Zarga, Jordan.

Moen Taha, Department of Physical Education, Faculty of Physical Education, Al-Hashumiah
University of Jordan, Amman, Jordan.

Ghada Kasounah, Department of Physical Education, Faculty of Physical Education, Yarmouk
University, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract

This study aimed at identifying the simple component construct of anthropometric measures for
junior badminton players.

This descriptive study used the survey method to collect data form (31) junior badminton players
who participated in the Asian championship. Twenty-one anthropometric measures were collected and
tested.

The result of the factorial analysis showed that there were four factors to test anthropometric
measures.

The first factor was called the general factor and was represented by overall arm length and hand
width. The second factor was called circumference and width which was represented by circumference
of thigh and chest width. The third factor was labeled the weight and fat percentage factor. It was
represented by fat percentage. The fourth factor was labeled length and was represented by trunk
length.

The researchers recommended using this battery of anthropometric measures in selecting
badminton players. In addition, it is recommended to conduct similar studies to build more batteries for
physical fitness and motor skills.
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source of income for impossibility of setting up self-projects generating income, particularly under
existence of properties for the families outside the camps in any form (5.6%) and weak
opportunities of obtaining loans by the family.

6. Limitation of the income and its sources in the two camps reflected on quality of their inhabitants’
life. This fact is clarified in several features, such as humble size of the family’s house (3.91)
rooms, low spending on education (JD 389.4 annually) and continuation of the students’ leakage
from schools, due to the family’s poverty and tending to assisting their relatives for life
requirements in a form aggravating child labor problem.

7.  Despite low ratios of dependency ratios in both camps (2.58 for total sample of the camps), but low
incomes pressed this lowness. This study tended to consider any work practiced by the family’s
members as an indicator for employment whatever the income. Therefore low dependency ratio
was accompanied by a lower income. Accordingly, dependency ratio was not an indicator to an
economic welfare lived by the camps and necessity of continuation of improving infrastructure
services such as roads, water, electricity and sanitary drainage.

8.  The real problem relating to poverty in the two camps is latent in the basic requirements for their
inhabitants represented in clothes, residential house, health and education more than being a basic
food requirements problem. This clearly appears from large divergence in ratios of those falling
under the absolute and abject poverty lines in the two camps and their counterparts in the Jordanian
community as a whole.

Recommendations:

The study recommends the following:

1. The government should be necessarily oriented to increase the direct support to the camps
inhabitants in the food and non food basic needs, where what presented by UNRWA in this
connection is not sufficient. This actually begins through education services, where the High Royal
Trait for the camps sons to be given more opportunities for joining state universities. In addition,
there are many services offered by the government to the camps.

2. The government should necessarily adopt setting up labor-intensive projects to be benefited from
the camps or to be given feasible loans to the end of setting up micro-income generating projects so
as to decrease poverty problem and to contribute to decrease unemployment among camps
inhabitants.
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from mentioning the true real income, which reflects the actual level of the family’s income due to their
anticipation that such study aims at providing direct or indirect assistances to the camps inhabitants.
Table (7): Location of Irbid and Al-Huson camps from poverty lines in previous studies on Jordan

Ratio of those

i i 0, - 0, 0,

Study Poverty line under the line (%) Irbid camp (%)  Al-Huson camp (%)  Both camps (%)

Absolute  Abject Absolute  Abject Absolute Abject Absolute  Abject Absolute Abject
Skour (1989) 89.0 40.5 - - 285 7.6 19.0 5.7 229 6.5
Skour et al. (1992) 119.0 61.0 213 6.6 51.0 14.9 344 10.9 414 125
RSS (1992) 130.9 68.1 331 5.8 55.5 17.7 38.8 12.8 435 14.0
Public Statistics Dept. (1996) 190.8 79.8 26.0 45 73.6 25.1 61.6 16.2 66.2 20.0
Hamdan (1999) 165.0 73.0 - - 705 19.0 58.0 133 62.7 15.8
Ministry of Social Development
(2000)* (Annually for individual) 468.0 233.0 - - 85.2 54.0 82.0 39.2 83.1 45.0
Ministry of planning (2005) 5040 2050 - - 918 475 88.3 345 895 396
(Annually for individual)
* For purposes of calculating number of the families in both camps under poverty lines, these two lines were adjusted to express monthly

income of the family through dividing thereof on 12 months and multiply the outcome in number of average the family’s member in every

camp and in the two camps together.

It is noted through the table (7) that ratio of families under absolute poverty line is far from their
counterparts in the previous studies. Abject poverty line expresses the lowest level of basic food needs
without which man can live only for a short period, on contrary to the absolute poverty line, which is
based on the required lowest standard of consumption level for meeting the basic requirements of food
and non food commodities such as clothes, residential house, education and health (Baker, 1996). Here
we can conclude that the ratios relating to the absolute poverty line more closer than the rates of
absolute poverty line, and consequently the camps problem is mainly represented in non food basic
commodities included by the absolute poverty line and not included by the abject poverty line. These
commodities necessarily express the life standard, which is in the two camps under its standard in the
whole Jordanian community, where the camps in Jordan are totally inhabited only by the poor, who
cannot get out of them so as to spare additional costs outside them and by elderly people, who believe
that the camp is still a symbol of the refugees issue and accordingly, the camps inhabitants are restricted
to the less fortune categories having low income as a whole.

Conclusion:

Having investigated reality of poverty phenomenon in Irbid and Al-Huson camps, we may
conclude:

1. That dissemination of this phenomenon in both camps is larger and more acute than other
Jordanian community according to the results reached by this study, which clarifies that ratios of
those, falling under the absolute and abject poverty lines in the two camps, exceeds much its
counterparts as regards what reached by other studies on Jordan.

2. Reasons of aggravation of poverty phenomenon in the two camps are determined by three
integrated dimensions: demographic such as large size of the family, educational such as low
spending on education in the family, and economic represented in high unemployment rate and
little income sources and the family’s properties...etc, which are all stronger in the two camps than
other Jordanian community.

3. Unemployment and limitation of job opportunities for the camp’s inhabitants is considered one of
the most important reasons of poverty due to low qualification of the camps inhabitants within the
labor market resulting from low level of education and non existence of suitable training
opportunities.

4. Among the most important factors embodying poverty in the two camps, there is low participation
of woman particularly the housewife in employment, where the ratio does not exceed 6.0% in them
and 5.8% in Irbid camp and 6.2% in Al-Huson camp.

5. The family’s income in the two camps came as low “i.e. JD 193.33 per month and JD 186.21 in
Irbid camp and JD 197.96 in Al-Huson camp”. These incomes mainly depended on salaries and
wages paid to the employees (79.0%), and accordingly, depending the camp’s inhabitants on one
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Table (6): Dependency ratios in Irbid and Al-Husn camps

Camp Member of employees Num_ber of population Dependency ratio
in the sample in the sample

Irbid 851 2224 2.61

Al-Husn 1478 3783 2.56

Total 2329 6007 2.58

It clearly appears through the table No. (6) That rate of dependency ratio in Irbid camp amounted to
2.61 against 2.56 in Al-Huson camp and 2.58 for total sample. These rates are low in comparison with
the rate in Jordanian community (3.3) for 2004 (Public Statistics Dept, 2005). These low rates in this
study is attributed to broadening definition of economic activist to include every one who works
permanently or partially in the government, private sector, his own interest or UNRWA, on contrary to
previous studies about both camps (Athamneh and Al-Quraan, 2001), which restricted the employees in
those occupying permanent and regular jobs with the above-mentioned bodies, where rate of
dependency ratio in Irbid camp amounted to 5.3 and in Al-Huson camp 5.2.

Volume of poverty problem in the two camps:

This study has not originally attempted to estimate the abject and absolute poverty lines in both
camps due to lack of certain basic data necessary for estimating thereof in the database on which this
study was based. This study tended to compare ratios and number of the families falling under poverty
lines reached by certain studies in this connection in different periods of time were adopted.

Table No. (7) clarifies location of both camps population from the poverty lines estimated by
certain previous studies on Jordan. Despite far periods of these studies and the witnessed successive
acute increase of living costs, but ratios of the families under the abject and absolute poverty lines
compared with their counterparts of the Jordanian community are still very high. According to figures of
1989 determining the abject poverty line, we find that 7.6% of the families in Irbid and 5.7% of families
in Al-Huson camp and 6.5% of the families in both camps are under abject poverty line estimated on
that time, meanwhile ratios of the families under the absolute poverty line reached 28.5%, 19.0% and
22.9% successively. This means that living level of the families residing in the camps is humble even
under the life and economic conditions prevailing in 1989. Between that day and today, Jordan has
witnessed an acute raise in the CPI and living costs, where the GDP deflator of 1994 rose from 70.7% in
1989 to 120.8% in 2004.

Through the same table, we also note that ratios of families in the camps together or in each of
them, which are under abject or absolute poverty lines were always higher than those of Jordanian
community. We can also conclude that the average income of both camps is low and their sources are
limited (as illustrated at table No. (2).

This will be clearly shown if we know that real per capita income in Jordan was about JD 1282.4
annually (US$ 1806.2), with a monthly average of JD 106.870. Accordingly, monthly income average
of Jordanian family (average of 6.2 individuals) reached JD 662.6 (Central Bank of Jordan, 2006). This
level of income much exceeds the two camps together (JD 193.33), in Irbid camp JD 186.21 and in Al-
Huson camp JD 197.96.

We find that ratio of the families in both camps, whose income exceeds the real per capita income
(662.6) equals only 3%, which is very low rate and it necessarily expresses level of poverty lived by the
camps and acute social disparity at least in economic framework.

Ratios of the families in both camps living under poverty lines are very high, due to difference in
the methodologies followed by the previous studies in estimation of both lines. For example, we find
that there are two studies in 1992 on poverty in Jordan, the first one (Al-Skour and others, 1992)
estimated absolute poverty line with about JD 119.0 per month for one family against JD 61.0 for the
abject poverty line. The study estimated also that ratios of the families falling under absolute poverty
line equal 21.3% against 6.0% of them under the abject poverty line. Meanwhile another study (RSS,
1992) estimated the two lines with JD 130.9 and JD 68.1 successively and the two rates were estimated
with nearly 33.1% and 5.8% successively. In addition, the interviewed refugees in both camps refrained
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3. Student leakage from schools:

The students leakage from schools is considered as a real fact in the camps, where 76.1% of the
interviewed total household masters and housewives of the study sample are of opinion that there is
leakage for their sons students from the schools against 13.8% of those, who are of opinion that there is
no actual leakage and that 10.1% have not affirmed existence or non-existence of this phenomenon. The
leakage phenomenon from the schools was attributed to numerous factors. Every one’s opinion in the
reasons leading there to has possibly more than one answer.

58.6% of those interviewed were of opinion that the reason was family disengagement. For the total
study sample, family poverty 56.9% came on the second rank. The above two ratios in Irbid camp,
amounted to 57.7% and 55.6% successively, where they came to.

59.1% and 57.6% n Al-Huson camp successively. Those interviewed summed up other reasons for
leakage such as students’ negligence, carelessness and failure in study, assisting their families for
achieving their different interests, child labor and other reasons.

4. Child Labor:

Child labor has become a real problem facing many communities, where certain children less than
fifteen years old normally incline to work in jobs, majority of which are illegal and lack appropriate
work conditions, where they are incurred to different forms of exploitation on top of which, low wages
and very difficult work conditions. Students’ leakage from schools is considered in general as the most
important motives of child labor.

Those interviewed of families masters and housewives in the two camps are of opinion that their
leakaged sons of male students are distributed for work in one or more of the following activities:
Selling on pavements of streets 46.3%, in construction sector 40.7%, car garage 37.7%, in industry and
industrial utilities 34.7% and working in the house without payment 31.9%. As for leakaged female
students, they were distributed according to opinion of their relatives as follows: working in industry
and industrial utilities 56.9%, in houses of their families without payment 32.9%, as secretaries in
offices of doctors, lawyers or engineers 31.4% and as sales woman in commercial shops 30.9%...etc.
83.3% of those total interviewed were of opinion that the employed children are incurred to financial
exploitation relating to the wages paid to them. Meanwhile, 65.3% of them are of opinion that those
children suffer from bodily exploitation in jobs incompatible with their powers and abilities. In addition,
certain of them are exploited when they are forced to work for long hours 55.6%. These ratios amounted
in Irbid camp to 73.1%, 66.0% and 57.5% successively.

In Al-Huson camp, 92.7%, 64.7% and 53.9% successively. Here, indication should be made to
numerous forms of exploitation practiced against employed children.

Reasons of continuation of the working children in their employment, despite being exposed to
exploitation — form the same reason (s) of the exploitation problem itself, where 96.2% of total
interviewed are of opinion that the reason in continued financial need of the children and their relatives
and 38.3% see that the reason is absence of governmental control on child labor and 36.0% see that the
reason is absence of governmental control in children leakage from schools. The above ratios amounted
in Irbid camp came to 94.8%, 35.8% and 31.1% successively and in Al-Huson camp 97.4%, 40.5% and
40.5% successively as well.

It clearly seems that children employment phenomenon in both camps is an economic and social
problem linked with educational reasons and continued financial need of the employed children mainly
under absence of real control over the students’ leakage from education in its basic stages and absence
of coordination with the custodians pursuant to basic education obligation policy. Solving of this
problem involves solidarity of efforts of official bodies and custodians.

5. Dependency Ratios:

Dependency rate is total population a country (community) divided by total number of its
employed laber force (Bani Hani and Rawabdeh, 1993). Dependency ratio in both camps may be
clarified through the following table:
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Poverty Aspects in both camps:
1. Low Area of Residential House:

Results of the study, as at table No. (4), show humble area of the families residential houses in both
camps measured by number of the rooms included in every house (except bathroom, kitchen and
staircase). Ratio of the houses, which include three rooms and less, amounted 70.7% for the two camps
and 77.4% in Irbid camp and 66.4% in Al-Huson camp, meanwhile ratio of the families residing houses,
which including seven rooms and more, has not exceeded 0.9% in both camps together, 0.9% as well in
Irbid camp and 1.0% in Al-Huson camp.

Table (4): Number of rooms of the family residential house in Irbid and Al-Huson camps.

Camp Irbid Al-Husn Total
Number of rooms of the family residential house ~ Number % Number % Number %
1-3 rooms 257 77.4 340 66.4 597 70.7
4-6 rooms 72 21.7 167 32.6 239 28.3
7 rooms and more 3 0.9 5 1.0 8 0.9
Total 332 100 512 100 844 100

Ratio of number of rooms of the family’s residential house in both camps amounted to 3.19 rooms,
in Irbid camp 3.09% against 3.26 rooms in Al-Huson camp. This low area reflects a part of the difficult
circumstances in the camps in respect of the very high population density and accompanying
environmental problems. Low area of the residential house in both camps in primarily attributed to
inability of the family to broaden its house due to limitation of the area granted to the household master
by UNRWA, which normally varies from 64-100 s. meter and un-allowance of vertical building inside
the camps until 2000. In addition, there is the economic factor represented in low incomes of the
families residing in the camps, which often can not complete the building in the area allocated for them.

2. Spending on Education:

Results of the study show that average of the family expenditure per annum on teaching its sons in
both camps amounted to JD 389.4 and the average amounted in Irbid camp JD 372.63 against JD 400.25
in Al-Huson camp. Average number of those studying for every family amounted to 3.03 individuals for
total sample and 2.73 individuals in Irbid camp and 3.24 in Al-Huson camp. Accordingly, average of the
family annual spending on teaching every student amounted to JD 128.51 for the total sample and JD
136.49 in Irbid camp and JD 123.53 in Al-Huson camp.

Table (5): The annual average of the family spending on education JD

Camp Irbid Al-Husn Total
Number of families 332 513 845
Number of families having students 246 356 602
Ratio of families having students (%) 741 69.4 71.2
Total number of studying students 672 1153 1825
Average of studying students 2.73 3.24 3.03
Ratio of the family spending on education annually 273.63 400.25 389.4
Annual average of the family spending on education of each student 136.49 123.53 128.51

Ratio of the families having students to total families expresses the age structure of the families
children in both camps, where only those exceeding six age take benefit from education service. The
ratio also expresses extend of the students’ leakage from schools or non-joining originally the education.
Ratio of number of students for every family linked with the family size. The high family size in Al-
Husn camp (7.39) individuals linked with the high number of the students (3.24) against (6.68)
individuals, which is the family size in Irbid camp and number of students equal to 2.73 and was also
linked with the monthly income of the family in both camps which was in favor of Al-Huson camp (JD
197.911) against JD 186.21 in Irbid camp.
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Table (2): Sources of the interviewed families’ income in Irbid and Al-Husn camps

Camp Irbid Al-Husn Total
Number % Number % Number %

Salaries and wages 240 729 424 83.0 664 79.0
Land rents -- -- 1 0.2 1 0.1
Banking interests 1 0.3 -- - 1 0.1
Assistances of the Ministry of social 2 8.0 a1 79 67 8.0
development

Transfers from abroad 4 1.2 10 2.0 14 1.7
Commercial profits 62 18.9 70 13.7 132 15.7
Relatives support 61 18.6 36 7.0 97 116
Alms committee assistances 10 3.0 3 0.6 13 15
Assistances from UNRWA 14 4.3 4 0.8 18 2.1
Other 1 0.3 1 0.2 2 0.2

* Total of certain rates does not equal 100% due to repetition of some answers.
5. Limitation of household properties:

Results of the study also shows that 88.3% of total families in both camps possess their houses
against 11.0% hire thereof and 0.7% do not possess nor hire thereof, who reside in their relatives houses
who reside outside both camps. In Irbid camp, the ratios for those possess and those hire and those who
do not possess nor hire amounted to 83.7%, 14.8% and 1.5% successively. The above mentioned ratios
was in Al-Huson Camp 91.2% 8.6% and 0.2% respectively. Namely, humble ratio of those residing both
camps as lessees reflects the fact that the camp became as permanent residence and sustainable life
model for those who have no opportunity to leave it.

For the families properties outside the camps, the results show that, as at table No. (3), 94.4% of the
sample has no properties outside the camps. The ratio in Irbid camp amounted to 94.2% and 94.5% in
Al-Huson camp. Namely, ratio of families having properties outside both camps is 5.8% in Irbid camp
and 5.5% in Al-Huson camp.

As regards properties of families outside both camps, 44.7% in form of land, 29.8% in form real
estates, 19.1% in form of cars, 4.2% in form of professional service interests and 2.1% in form of shares
and securities. The above rates amounted in Irbid camp 36.9%, 31.6%, 21.1% and 10.6%, 0.0%
successively, meanwhile the same rates amounted in Al-Huson camp to 50.0%, 28.6%, 17.9%, 0.0% and
3.6% successively.

Table (3): The household properties and their forms

outside Irbid and Al-Husn camps

Camp Irbid Al-Husn Total
Number % Number % Number %
Have no properties outside the camp 311 94.2 485 94.5 796 94.4
Have properties in form of: 19 5.8 28 5.5 47 5.6
- Real estates 6 31.6 8 28.6 14 29.8
- Lands 7 36.9 14 50.0 21 44.7
- Shares and securities -- -- 1 3.6 1 2.1
- Cars 4 21.1 5 17.9 9 19.1
- Professional service interest 2 10.5 -- -- 2 4.2
- Consumptive benefit interest - - - -- -- -
- Other -- -- -- -- -- --
Total 19 100% 28 100% 47 100%

The above ratios indicate that possession priority outside the camp by the families residing in both
camps are towards the land and real estates, where they are considered as a future station in case the
family gets out of the camp and as the land and real estates are assets keeping their prices across the
time or tend often towards increasing.
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Table (1): Rate of females’ participation in labor force in Irbid and Al-Husn camps

Camp Irbid Al-Husn Total
Labor force in the sample 664 1173 1837
Total Population in the sample 11440 19010 30450
participation rate (%) 5.8 6.2 6.0

We noted from the above table that crude participation rate for females in Irbid camp is 5.8% and
6.2% in Al-Huson camp and in both camps 6.0 % according to the results set forth in the study sample.
In comparison of the above rates with crude economic participation of the Jordanian population
according to survey of employment and unemployment (average of the four rounds) for 2005, the result
shows that rate of woman participation amounted to 7.0% meanwhile average rate of employment and
unemployment for 2000 in its four rounds amounted to 7.4%. Rate of employment and unemployment
survey for 1997 amounted to 8.2%, which were rates higher than those reached by our present study.

Low ratios in both camps express low opportunity of woman in contribution to the different
economic activities either her humble opportunity for obtaining a job and accordingly her staying
unemployed due to her disqualification for work or due to being outside labor force because she is not
intended to be engaged in work in general for many reasons including marriage or relatives objection or
despair from obtaining a real working opportunity or because of handicap or others. This decrease of
ratios reflects limitation of families’ income sources in the camps and accordingly decreases of incomes
level and emergence of poverty problem.

4. Limitation of the family income sources:

Average of monthly income of the family in both camps amounted to JD 193.33. The average in
Irbid camp was JD 186.21 against JD 197.96 in Al-Huson camp. Ratio of families, whose income was
less than JD 100 for each in the sample, amounted to 22.9% and less tan JD 2000 was 66.2%,
meanwhile ratio of the families, whose income exceeds JD 500 per month for each, has not reached
5.3% only. The above mentioned rates amounted in Irbid to 7.5%, 73.5% and 4.5% successively.
Meanwhile the same rates amounted in Al-Husn camp to 5.7%, 61.4% and 5.9% successively.

It is noted through the above rates that the families income level is low, where they indicate the
families ratio whose income is less than JD 200 per month in both camps, which formed about two
thirds of the families in the camps and about three quarters of the families in Al-Huson camp, which
were relatively big size families (6.8) individuals in Irbid camp and 7.2 individuals in Al-Huson camp.

Results expresses as in table No. 2 that 79.0% of total families’ incomes depended on the salaries
and wages paid to the employees, meanwhile 15.7% of the families depended on the commercial profits
resulted from commercial projects owned by the families. As for support of the relatives and families,
was depended upon by 11.6% of total families against 8% of which depended on assistance of Ministry
of Social Development. It is noted through the mentioned ratios that the family mainly depends on one
source or more of different income sources.

The above rates amounted in Irbid camp to 72.9%, 18.9%, 18.6% and 8.0% successively.
Meanwhile, the above rates amounted in Al-Huson camp to 83.0%, 13.7%, 7.0% and 7.9% successively.

In addition, the families depended in their incomes as well on assistances from UNRWA and
assistances of alms committees, transfers of relatives abroad and other sources.

It is noted through above that incomes of families are semi dependent on salaries and wages in a
manner reflecting the traditional model of income far from, for example, service and productive
economic activities. The reason is attributed to the scarcity of economic factors on top of which absence
of the capitals necessary for foundation of economic projects, where 21.7% of those interviewed
working in both camps are engaged in their own interests, 20.5% work in private sector and 12.0% work
in different governmental bodies an 2.1% work in UNRWA.
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2. High Unemployment Rates:

Unemployment rate is defined as it is rate of labor force (15-65 years), which seriously seek a job,
being qualified and does not find it divided into total labor force (Dornbusch and Fischer, 1994),
excluding those who are in labor age but they do not seriously seek thereof such as those pursuing
education.

In this study, unemployment rate for total study sample in both camps amounted to 19.4%, where
the rate in Irbid camp was 18.5% against 19.9% in Al-Huson camp, excluding those unemployed within
labor market, who do not work due to pursuing education on its different stages. Figures of Public
Statistics Department indicate in 2005 that rate of unemployment in Jordan amounted to 13.1%. As
regards unemployment rate according sex, rate of unemployment of males for the total sample amounted
to 21.87% against 16.98% among females. In Irbid camp, rate of unemployment among males amounted
to 19.34% against 16.54% among females.

Here we note high rate of unemployment among males than females in both camps. This fact may
be interpreted as a big part of females residing in both camps actually work in industries and professions
and handcrafts which are considered labor intensive activities and that the majority included in Al-
Hasan Industrial city near Ramtha city. In addition, although a part of the females in both camps are in
labor age, but they are considered outside labor force rule, because they do not seriously seek a job or
they are not qualified to enter labor market, due to low level of their education, training or early
marriage. It worth mentioning that unemployment rate among women on Jordan amounted to 21.2% in
2005 (Public Statistics Dept, 2006).

Unemployment and its reasons are linked with some issues:
1. Education:

Results of the study indicate that the educational level of those interviewed of the families masters
and the housewives in both camps was low in general, where the illiteracy rate amounted to 28.6%,
meanwhile rate of those interviewed bearing a qualification of General Secondary Certificate did not
exceed 13.2%. Accordingly, educational low level of families’ masters and housewives is an indicator
for the same level in both camps in general and forms an obstacle for qualifying the individuals of those
who are within labor market for possibility of having a job.

2. Training:

Results of the study also indicate limitation of having suitable training by the inhabitants of both
camps within labor age, where it appears that 59.3% of total families in the sample have no individuals
who join training courses (57.1%) in Irbid camp and 60.7% in Al-Huson camp. As regards nature of the
training courses engaged by the individuals in both camps, it appears that 41.6% of those engaged,
joined computer and technology courses and 28.6% joined sewing courses, which hardly restricted to
females and 10.2% joined beautification courses, which are often restricted to females. The rest was
distributed to other courses. Results also refered that both camps’ attitude towards training is still in the
traditional specialties except computer and technology courses, where the study clarifies that low rate of
those engaged in specialized vocational micro courses such as maintenance of electronic equipment and
computer (0.6%) or clay (0.6%) as well.

3. Low Economic Participation of the Housewife

Results show humble level of the woman participation in employment in both camps, where it
appears that rate of unemployed housewives, who have additional irregular work, amounted to only
20%. Meanwhile, sample of Al-Huson camp was free from any housewife having additional work, ratio
of housewives, who have additional works in Irbid camp amounted to 0.6%. This big decrease is
accompanied by high rates of unemployment among females.

Unemployment issue is, therefore, not wholly restricted to only housewives but to the females
within labor age, who do not find a job for several reasons. Labor force participation rate is defined as
ratio of labor force to population. This ratio may be defined according to age, sex or geographic region
(Hamermesh and Rees, 1984). Results also shows that total participation rate in both camps as shown in
table No.(1).
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This study concentrates on poverty phenomenon and its regions in refugees’ community in both
camps through reviewing its different reasons, where they were determined in three main dimensions,
namely:

- Demographic reasons such as: sex, marital status, age, family size and whether the interviewed is a
refugee or displaced person.

- Educational reasons such as: educational level, expenditure on education and extent of leakage
from schools.

- Economic reasons such as: employment, unemployment, child labor, training, different income
sources and family's properties.

The analysis unit of this study was the family, where the interviews were made with the family
master, the housewife or representatives. The data was derived from those interviewed on all the family
level.

This study does not aim at estimating of the abject or absolute poverty lines but calculation of rates
of the families falling under these both lines and accordingly calculation of the poor families rate as
follows (Baker, 1996).

Rate of the poor families = (Number of families under poverty line / Total number of families)* 100%

after approval of the poverty lined officially declared by the studies carried out by official Jordanian
bodies or those reached by other studies. Thus the prevision rates will be compared with their
counterparts in the Jordanian community and extent of approaching communities of both camps in their
social and economic characteristics from other Jordanian community particularly as regards poverty
issue.

Objectives of the study:

This study aims at studying poverty reality in Irbid and Al-Huson camps for Palestinian Refugees
and Displaced Persons in detail as follows:

1% To survey demographic reasons contributing in aggravation of poverty phenomenon in both camps
such as the family size.

2" To review the economic reasons causing poverty problem in both camps, on top of which
employment, unemployment, income sources, family's properties, child labor and training.

3" To clarify relationship of the variables relating to education to poverty phenomenon in both camps,
such as the family master's education level, average of its expenditure on education and extent of
evasion from schools.

4™ To determine rate of poor families in both camps community as an indicator to extent of this
phenomenon existence therein.

Reasons of Poverty in both Camps:
1. General Economic Situation:

Community of Palestinian Refugees and Displaced Persons camps in Jordan, as one of the Jordan
community's components, suffers many economic problems resulting from economic recession
witnessed by the Jordanian economy on production and employment levels. On to of these problems:
unemployment, poverty and high dependency ratios. Rate of economic growth in Jordan witnessed
remarkable regression, due to continuous increase of population, in addition to certain economic shakes
encountered by Jordan economy, including decrease of JD rate of exchange at end of 1988 as well as
Second Gulf War, resulting decrease of remittances of the Jordanians employed abroad (Athamneh,
2003).

Real per capita income in Jordan in 2005 did not exceed JD 1282.4 per annum (US$ 1806.2),
meanwhile unemployment rate reached 13.1% and inflation rate 13.4%$ and economic growth rate 3.9%
(Public Statistics Dept, 2005).
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characteristics of poverty in kingdom (Jordan) and its local, regional and international causes, economic
and social effects of poverty and role of human resources development in struggle of poverty and
methods of combating the poverty represented in domestic environment and external environment. The
study concluded that poverty phenomenon in Jordan led to dissemination of certain social illnesses, low
level of education and culture, and low level of health and marginalization and weak participation in
public life and to passive reflections on woman and child. The study also concluded that the poverty
may be internally combated through different social security networks in addition to design of the
development plans, where realization of economic and social goals will be taken into consideration
simultaneously and in a balanced manner as well as through a radical treatment in the legislations,
frameworks and executive, legislative and judicial authorities in a form, which may secure social justice,
opportunities and struggle of corruption and illegal income sources.

A study on living conditions of Palestinian Refugees in Jordan camps (Khawaja and Tiltnes, 2002)
shows that economic participation ratio for males and females together amounted to 41% against 13%
for female only. Meanwhile unemployment rate among economically active individuals amounted to
13% (23% for females and 11% for males). The stud also expresses that early marriage is considered as
the major determination for woman participation in the economic activity on contrary to the men, where
it appears that 78% of men are economically activists against 61% of unmarried. The study also shows
that education increases economic activity ratio of both males and females.

A study on the economic and social reality of labor market in Irbid and Al-Husn camps (Al-Zaghal
and Athamneh, 2002) aimed at identifying certain economic variables such as income, number of
employees and those unemployed, unemployment rates and dependency ratios. The study shows that
unemployment is considered as a real problem in both camps. Its rate in Irbid camp amounted to 18.5%
and 19.9% in Al-Huson camp. Unemployment average was higher among males than females, where
both averages amounted in Irbid camp to 19.34% and 17.77% against 23.22% and 16.54% in Al-Husn
camp. Results of the study shows monthly low average of the family's income, where it amounted in
Irbid camp to JD 186.21 against JD 197.96 in Al-Huson camp, meanwhile number average of the family
members in both camps amounted to 6.68 and 7.39 successively and dependency ratio amounted to 2.61
and 2.56 successively. It also appears that 83.7% of families in Al-Huson camp own their houses against
91.2% in Al-Huson camp.

A study on migration and reproduction of poverty in refugees camps in Jordan (Khawaja, 2003),
aimed at testing relationship between poverty and migration from and to the camps and used data of
survey on the camps population in Jordan conducted in 1999 treated by using binomial logistic
regression. Results of the study show clear concentration of poverty in camps, where about one third of
the families are poor. Different forms of regression express that migration is not the only reason of
poverty currently prevailing in the camps. In turn, the human factors, particularly the education,
economic activity and social heritage as well as demographic factors such as dependency ratio have
essential effect in generating poverty.

A study on evaluation of poverty in Jordan (Ministry of Planning, 2005) shows that general poverty
line for a family in Jordan amounted to JD 504 per month by an increase of 28.6% against JD 392 for
2002 and that rate of the individuals whose expenditure is less than poverty line amounted in 2005 to
14.7% compared with 14.2% for 2002. Food poverty line amounted to JD 205 against JD 187 for 2002
and nonfood poverty line JD 299 for individual per annum for 2005 against JD 2005 for 2002. As
regards rate of poor population in the Kingdom, it amounted to 14.7% for 2005 compared with 14.2%
for 2002; meanwhile it was 11% for 2005 on families’ level compared with 10.5% for 2002.

Methodology:

In its presentation and analysis, the study depended on the database created by the survey carried
out by the two researchers in 2006, which included many economic, social and demographic variables,
targeting about 20% of total population of the camps on that time. The sample was chosen randomly
after designing a questionnaire covered all mentioned variables and was subjected to arbitrators
specialized in migration issues and their economic and social dimensions.
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Irbid and Tafilah Governorates. Meanwhile, it was exceeded by poverty lines in other governorates. The
study conclusions also show that absolute poverty line amounted in 1987 to JD 89 for the Jordanian
family consisted in average of 7.2 individuals, namely by an addition of JD 48.5 to the abject poverty
line on the basic needs of nonfood, represented in housing, health, education, transport and
communication. Absolute poverty line of the Jordanian family in urban area exceeded its counterpart in
the rural area, which amounted to JD 94.6 and 75.8 successively.

In another study conducted by the National Search Team in 1992 on poverty condition and
characteristics in Jordan (Al-Skour et al. 1993), based on the same methodology of the previous study
and used the employment and unemployment survey 1991 and study of expenditure and income for
1992, the study conclusions showed that abject poverty line of the Jordanian family formed in average
of 6.8 individuals amounted to JD 61 per month, meanwhile the absolute poverty line for the families
not paying rents amounted to JD 102 against JD 119 to those who pay the rents. The study concluded
that 6.6% of Jordanian families are under the abject poverty line against 21.3% who are under the
absolute poverty line and that the absolute poverty gab has increased from JD 25.4 million in 1987 to JD
61 million in 1992. It appeared that the highest rate of abject poverty lines amounted in Al-Karak
Governorate to 11% and Ma’an Governorate to (9.8%). The study also shows that the poor family
marked with high size of the family, illiteracy, the handicapped and unemployment among their
members, more than non-poor families on contrary of the economic activity average, which was in favor
of the non-poor family.

In 1992, Royal Scientific Society (RSS) performed a study (RSS, 1992) on food needs in Jordan,
concentrating on the basic food commaodities and shortage of some of them in food basket. The study
estimated family the abject and absolute poverty lines with JD 68.1 and JD 130.90 per month
successively. Results of the study also express that 6.8% of the Jordanian families where under abject
poverty line against 33.1% under absolute poverty line.

In another study carried out by the World Bank (1994) depended on the individual’s portion of the
expenditure more than depending on the family’s expenditure, where it deemed appropriate to adopt
consumption expenses of the family’s income and was based on the poverty lines set forth in human
development report in the world for 1990 with amendment of prices level, it appears that abject poverty
line is JD 102 for individual per annum against JD 137 for individual per annum in case of the absolute
poverty line. The study clarifies that big volume of the family and fertility rate aggravate poverty
problem on contrary to education level.

In another study aimed at estimation of poverty line (Khasawneh et al. 1998) through estimation of
monetary value of food commodities for basic needs of the individual, where the study depended on
data of employment and unemployment for 1996, the study conclusions show that 3.5% of the families
in the kingdom (Jordan) fall under abject poverty line against 26% who fall under absolute poverty line.
The poverty gap was estimated in this study with JD 104.4 million. Meanwhile, the unemployment
average for those whose ages exceed 15 years of the poor families members amounted to 8.8% in a form
indicating that low level of the income, not the unemployment, is the decisive factor for introducing
poverty and the Capital, Zarga and Irbid Governorates include 68% of the total poor in the kingdom
(Jordan)and that they are mostly considered as governorates with the lowest poverty rate among other
governorates.

In 2000, Ministry of Social Development in cooperation with UNDP executed a project for
measuring the poverty, re-estimation of poverty lines and rate and characteristics of the poor and
depended on the expenditure and income survey results for 1992 and 1997. Results of the study show
that the annual abject poverty line for the individual is JD 233 against JD 468 of the absolute poverty.

In another study of Ministry of Social Development in 2001, which covered 36 sites of the most
poor regions in the kingdom and included 6754 families, the study approached to the fact that the family
volume average is 7.2% and that 18.5% of these families receive periodic assistances from National
Assistance Fund and that 25% of them receive services of different programs of the Fund in general.

A paper on diagnosis of Poverty in Jordan (Al-Misri 2002), reviewed indications of level
measurement of living and poverty, indications of development of poverty emergence in Jordan,
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Introduction:

Poverty is considered today as global problem and a multi-dimensional phenomenon all over the
social, economic and political levels, where there is no community free thereof. However, nature and
complication of this problem vary among the communities. Nations and people were affected differently
by poverty according to cultures difference and the problem complication in all its economic, political,
social and environmental dimensions (Pinker, 1999).

There is no doubt that poverty concept is difficult to be determined. Despite this fact, there is an
agreement that low income of the individual or family forms a considerable basis for this concept, which
includes very important standards on top of which low ability for providing basic life necessities
including food, residence, clothing and other certain necessities such as health and education.

Rapid population growth, which often exceeds much the economic growth rares, is the most
important factor, which aggravate poverty problem and decrease real per capita income (Athamneh,
2003) and passively affect the individual and family ability to obtain basic needs of life.

Poverty problem of all its aspects takes big interest of national governments and institutions, due to
its different reflections. For example, human development report for 1998, stipulates that in spite of the
development witnessed by the world on social welfare level in the last decades, but approximately one
billion people are still deprived of basic consumer needs and that 60% of the developing countries
population amounting to 4.4 billion, suffering shortage of sanitary drainage services and one third of
them suffering shortage of fresh water.

For alleviation of poverty problem, we should accurately treat its either direct and indirect reasons
in accordance with several levels, including a level which treats the problem and deals with its reasons
and decreases its acutance without giving increased care for elimination of its sources. This is called
remedial method. As for the preventive method, it balances between the economic goals and the social
goals in the development policies, so as to prevent dissemination of the problem and its interpenetration
in the community through providing necessary systems, frameworks and legislations. Others prefer to
adopt the radical method as an optimal solution of the problem, which tends to dry poverty sources
through concentration on providing social justice, which improves wealth distribution and redistributes
there of more justly and at the same time it combats corruption, favoritism and illegal attainment (Al-
Misri 2002).

With respect to Irbid and Al-Huson camps, they are two camps out of thirteen camps for
Palestinian Refugees and Displaced Persons in Jordan, which are as a whole considered among the
regions with less fortune in the Kingdom as regards living standard, income sources and availability of
infrastructures and public utilities. Irbid camp was established in 1950 on an area of 0.218 km?® with
4000 people on that time. Its population of refugees amounted in June 2006 to 23085. Its residential
units amounted to 1693 including 2170 dwelings inhabited by 4438 families. Al-Husn camp was
established in 1968 over an area of 758 km?, 10 km far from Irbid south. On that time, it was inhabited
by 12500 people. Number of refugees registered in that camp until June end 2006 amounted to 19146.
Its residential units amounted to 2297 including 3006 dwelings inhabited by 3514 families (UNRWA,
2006).

Previous Studies:

In spite of scarce academic studies specialized in studying poverty in Jordan, there are, however,
some studies about this phenomenon as regards diagnosis and treatment means.

In a study on poverty pockets in Jordan (Al-Sokour et al. 1989), which aimed at the abject and
determining the absolute poverty lines and through determination of basic needs of the Jordanian
individual and family, the results show that there is an improvement introduced to income distribution in
Jordanian countryside during the period from 1973-1982 against a simple improvement in urban regions
during the same period, where the same was represented in devaluation of Gini Coefficient from 0.39 in
1973 to0 0.32 in 1981. It appears that abject poverty line amounted, according to the prevailing prices in
1987, to JD 40.5 per month for the family consisted in average of 7.2 individuals. Abject poverty line in
the Capital and Zarga Governorates was less than its national counterpart, which equaled to the line in
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Abstract

This study aimed at determining the demographic and economic motives of poverty in Irbid and Al-
Husn Camps for Palestinian Refugees, as well as at demonstrating the relationship between some
educational factors and the poverty inside the two camps. The study also aimed to determine the ratio of
poor families there as an indication of the significance of the phenomenon of poverty.

The study based on a data base derived from the survey that the researchers carried out in 2006.
The survey included some socio-economic and demographic variables related to the households
residing the two camps. A random sample of about 20% of the total dwellings was chosen therefore.

The results of the study showed that the problem of poverty in the two camps was aggravated as a
result of the large family size, low family's average expenditure on education, high unemployment rates,
and limited income sources. The study also showed low rates of crude labor participation, especially for
woman, at which the rate reached %6.0 only. The monthly average income was also low and didn't
exceed 193.3 JDs simultaneously with a small dwellings area (3.19 rooms for each). The annual
average expenditure of the family on education reached only 389.4 JDs, where the dependency ratio
was very low and came to 2.58 reflecting the methodology that this study used and considered any
temporary work an employment.
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