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The role of social TV in formation of attitudes at Yarmouk University
students towards Social violence issues

Mohammed Habes and Rahaf Abdel Hamid Al Zoubi

Radio and Television Department, Faculty of Mass Communication, Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract

The study aimed to identify the role of social television in shaping the attitudes of Yarmouk
University students toward issues of community violence and the effects resulting from this role. The
theory of relying on the media was used. The survey method was employed using the questionnaire tool
by distribution to an available sample of (384) individuals from Yarmouk University students. The study
concluded: The percentage of those who watch social TV is (86.1%) for several reasons, the most
important of which is: “The content is clear, objective and accurate.” The percentage of those who watch
social content via the Internet, spending 3 hours or more, is (39.7%), and the majority are females, with
a rate of (71.8%). The study also concluded that domestic violence is the most crucial topic students
follow on social television. And it was represented in highlighting the cognitive effects of what the
culture of Western society contributes to, which is provided by social television, reflected in the increase
in societal violence. At the same time, the emotional effects were represented in the student’s knowledge
of the violence occurring in his society, which increased the level of fear and anxiety in his dealings
with new people in his life thus limiting his enthusiasm to engage with new people, and accept others.

Keywords: Role, Social TV, Trends, Issues, Community violence.
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Lamenting the Soul in the Poetry of Al-Mutanabbi
Ahmad Abd Al-Krim Al-Mulgi

International Islamic Sciences University, Faculty of Arts, Jordan Amman

Abstract

This research aimed at studying the self-pity of Al- Mutanabi and analyzing the models which have
a clear influence on the poetic structure through the poet's philosophy towards death, the suffering of
iliness and farewell to lovers. The researcher employed the analytical method to try to identify the
characteristics of Al-Mutanabi's self-pity in his poetry.

This research revealed that the poet was distinguished in his philosophy towards death and its
inevitability and his carelessness about it. Consequently, he made himself and his soul a sacrifice for the
beloved willingly. Although he suffered a lot, he was good at acting the role of a victim skillfully and
with ability through mourning himself and regretting the past. His lamentation of himself was different
from the lamentation of the other poets because he tended to lament the tormenting of the soul more
than the real death of the soul. Also, we find that the poet's intention was not pure self-pity in anticipation
of the actual death of the soul but as a means of complaint about his real suffering of injustice and
abandonment of his beloved. This is what he was afflicted with in the first place. Hence, he did not
mourn himself except in an indirect way that fits talking about the beloved who made him taste the
horrors of abandonment. So, he portrayed the death that resulted from the abandonment as most of the
poets have done. This makes them feel lost as a result of being abandoned. Hence, the anguish of sadness
turns into anger at the suffering of the soul and enormity of the grief to create lamentation before the
actual death of the body.

Keywords: Elegy, parting, Abbasid poetry, alienation, illness, Al-Mutanabi.
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Treatment of Arab Issues in Television Investigative Reports at ARIJ
Network: An Analytical Study

Naheda Moh’d Makhadmeh & Qassem Hassan Jaber
Faculty of Mass Communication, Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstracts

The study aimed to identify the topics of Arab issues that treated by ARIJ television investigative
reports and how have been treated. by using the descriptive analytical approach, the researchers analyzed
the content of all reports from 2015 to 2021, which were 44 investigative reports.

The results of the study showed that “international issues” came first among all television
investigations by ARIJ network (56.8%), and “economic issues” came first in the coverage by (13.6%),
The study found that Egypt ranked first among the countries in which investigation reports were
conducted (40.9%), and the trend in these investigations was positive (75%), and the most prominent
frame used in the investigations were the "conflict frame" (47.7%). In addition, the results showed that
emotional forms came first (45.5%), and the investigation templates were “detailed description”
(70.5%).

Keywords: Investigative Reports, Television Investigative Reports Arab Issues ARIJ Network, Media
Frames, Pass Treatment.
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The Thousand and One Nights in Classical and Neo-Orientalist Studies
A Comparative Study

Hayriye Kirtay And Sami Ababneh
Department of Arabic Language, University of Jordan, Amman, Jordan.

Abstract

This study aims to compare English-language classical orientalist and neo-orientalist studies on The
Thousand and One Nights to determine how orientalist readings have changed since Antoine Galland’s
translation of the book in 1715. Classical orientalist studies seek to disconnect the text from the Arab-
Islamic civilization that produced it, to invent fictitious Persian roots for it, and also to link it to irrational
elements such as eastern sexuality and sensuality in contrast to western centralism. On the other hand,
neo-orientalist studies set out from postmodernism and from Edward Said’s criticism of orientalism to
deconstruct classical orientalist theory surrounding the book. Hence, this study has two aims. Firstly, it
seeks to identify the border between the classical studies and the neo-orientalist ones, by questioning
the validity of this distinction. Therefore, it discusses the problematic points of classical orientalist
studies, neo-orientalism’s attempt to deconstruct western centralism, its problematic claim to
deconstruct classical orientalism’s view of the text, and its continued confirmation of western centralism
in a more methodical manner. Secondly, This study seeks to identify the works that—whether within
the framework of classical orientalism or neo-orientalism—highlight the importance of reading the text
of The One Thousand and One Nightsin its cultural context and thus contribute to the efforts of analyzing
its manuscripts and versions to identify the problematic issues in the existing versions and correctly
understand its genesis in Arabic-Islamic civilization.

Keywords: The Thousand and One Nights, Classical orientalism, Neo-Orientalism, Western centralism,
Postmodernism, Arabic-Islamic civilization.
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The Role of the US Congress' Investigative Missions in the Palestinian
Refugees Issue during the Eisenhower Era (1953-1960)

Emad Bashtawi and “Mohammad Monther” Sharabati
Department of Political Science, Hebron University, Palestine.

Abstract

This study aims at investigating the role of the US congress missions and their impact on the
decisions of the US government during the Eisenhower era in the period between (1953-1960).

The researchers relied on documents of the US State Department, and some relevant sources and
references. And they followed the historical research methodology and the descriptive analytical method
in studying those documents to infer the extent of the impact of these missions on American decision-
making, without ignoring the circumstances and developments surrounding the refugee issue.

Since taking office in 1953, the US President Eisenhower paid attention to the Palestinian cause in
general and the Palestinian refugee issue in particular. However, it seems that this interest falls within
the framework of facilitating the involvement of Israel in the regional system and the Middle Eastern
alliances in the face of the Soviet Union.

Members of the congress led a campaign to press the US administrations to end the Palestinian
refugee cause. Either motivated by humanitarian motives or by a desire to support Israel, these missions
failed due to their deviation from the essence of solving the Palestinian refugee issue, which is the right
of return and compensation based on the United Nations resolutions.

Keywords: The US congress investigative missions, Eisenhower, The Palestinian issue, Palestinian
refugee camps, Palestinian refugee, UNRWA, Right of return.
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The Rationalizations for Legal Regulation of Business Reputation in the
Jordanian Legislation

Faisal M. Alshamayleh and Saad A. Abuelghanam

Faculty of Law, University of Jordan, Amman, Jordan.

Abstract

This study focus on the meaning of the term (business reputation) due to its significance as being
one of the intangible elements of stores. It sheds a light on this topic due to the economic value of
business reputation, especially in the light of the vagueness of the meaning of this reputation and the
absence of a detailed legislations regulating this reputation. The problem of this study is represented in
the following questions: (Did the Jordanian legislator issued legislations regulating the business
reputation? To what extent does the practical reality need having such legislations?) To answer those
questions, this study sheds a light on the meaning of the term (business reputation) and its characteristics
and nature from one hand. From another hand, it discusses the significance of this reputation and the
justifications for having a need to protect it. It sheds a light on the relationship between the business
reputation and the shop profit. The researcher adopts the comparative descriptive analytical approach
where needed. For instance, he analyzed the legal texts and practical problematic issues that might be
related to the business reputation .

The study concludes with several results. Notably, it was found that the Jordanian legislator didn’t
issue legislations regulating the business reputation which is one of the elements of shops. However,
there are numerous justifications that force the Jordanian legislator to reconsider the issuance of
legislations regulating the business reputation. The Jordanian legislator didn’t issue such legislations
despite the great significance of this reputation for shops. In fact, such reputation affects the profits and
value of shops. It is also valuable and important for the consumer. Based on the things discussed by the
researcher, there are numerous actual and realistic justifications for protecting the business reputation.
Such justifications include: achieving justice, protecting the national economy, having modern
technological developments, and the prevalence of e-commerce and the use of internet. The researcher
recommends reconsidering the issuance of legislations regulating the issues related to shops and the
transfer of their ownership by the Jordanian legislator. He also recommends issuing legislations
regulating the business reputation by the Jordanian legislator due to being one of the elements of stores.
The same was suggested by the Jordanian Court of Cassation in its discretionary decisions. That is
because some Arab legislators - such as: the Egyptian and Emirati legislators - issued legislations earlier
to regulate the business reputation. Thus, the researcher recommends adopting the same approach that
was adopted by those Arab legislators in this regard. He recommends modifying article (38/2) of the
Jordanian Trade Law to become as follows: (A shop includes a set of tangible and intangible elements.
The business reputation must be one of those elements. As for the other elements, they differ depending
on the case...)

Keywords: Business reputation, Commercial goodwill, Store.
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with the provisions of the law).

)1994( )1259( )15(

Judgment No. (1259) of (1994). It was issued by the Jordanian Court of Cassation based on its civil powers. The
Publications of Qastas Centre.

Knowledge is power. And intangible assets, like reputation, make up 90% of market value (Tomo Intangible )17(

Asset Market Value Study). Don’t just hold a collective breath as your sales and stock price reel — know how
https://www.reptrak.com/reptrak- .people really feel about your company before it’s too late

.2022\9\4 : /platform/problems-we-solve
%95 )18(

297 2020 24

The value of the reputation may be greater than the value of the other tangible elements of a shop. For example,
the value of the brand of Coca-Cola Company is greater than 95 % of the capital of the latter company. The
mental image is the outcome of all the positive and negative perceptions - formed in the past and in the present
— towards a specific institution. Look at Atetat Bayoomi Aljaberi and others. A research entitled: (The use
of advertisement as a communication mean to overcome the crisis of having damages caused by the product
based on the theory entitled (restoring the mental image of the institution)). Al -Amara Journal for Civilization
and Islamic Arts. Issue No. 24, November 2020, p. 297 .

jcpa — )38( )19(

224 - 193 2009 2 \29 "

The International Accounting Standard No. (38) / Intangible Assets — JCPA. The reader can also review the
research on specialized accounting, including the research that was carried out by Muhammad Abdulaziz
Muhammad. The latter research is entitled (A proposed framework for measuring the value of the intangible
assets that are derived from changing the legal form of a company for meeting goals related to tax accounting:
An applied study). The Arab Journal of Management, VVol. 29/ P2, 2009, pp. 193 - 224.

)2013( )3158( )20(
Judgment No. (1259) of (1994) It was issued by the Jordanian Court of Cassation based on its civil powers. The
Publications of Qastas Centre.
)274 - 60 -26  ( )29/01/1975( )38( )32( )21(
Judgment No. (3158) of (2013) issued by the Jordanian Court of Cassation based on its civil powers. The
Publications of Qastas Centre..

. )2020( )6407( )22(
A7 2013 " " )24(
2012 )5( )25(
Interpretation Decision No. (5) of 2012. It is |ssued by the Higher Council for interpreting the Constitution.
/ ( / Ymonopoly( )26(
. https://ar.wikipedia.org )

Monopoly in economy: It is the state in which one company provides the market with certain product(s) and / or
service(s) to all the consumers. This definition was taken from https://ar.wikipedia.org.

. )2002( )82( )102( )27(
Article No. (102) of the Egyptian Intellectual Property Law No. (82) of.)2002(
. )65( ) ( )1993( )18( )28(

Article No. 65 of Law No. 18 of 1993. This law is entitled (the Emirati Commercial Transactions Law
.)1980( )63( )57( )29(


https://www.reptrak.com/reptrak-platform/problems-we-solve/
https://www.reptrak.com/reptrak-platform/problems-we-solve/
https://www.reptrak.com/reptrak-platform/problems-we-solve/
https://ar.wikipedia.org/
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Article (57) of the Kuwaiti Trade Law No. (68) of.)1980(

)1996 (1)1996( )8( )29( )30(
Article (29) of Law No. (8) of (1996) (The Labour Law of 1996) and its amendments.
)3450( )4924( )2008 ()2008( )47( )54( )31(
.)2008-08-17( )2008-08-17(
Article (54) of Law No. (47) of (2008). This law is entitled (the Public Health Law of 2008).
[https://webhelp.com/solutions/digital-services )32(
.2022\11\15

The website of Web Help Jordan / https://webhelp.com/solutions/digital-services/ / Accessed on 15/11 /2022
at 8:00 pm
-03-16( )717( )4751( )2006 (1)2006( )9( )33(
.)2006

Law No. (9) of (2006). It is entitled the trade name Law of 2006. It was published in issue No. (4751) / page No.
.)2006/16/03( (717). It was published on

: 11953 ()1953( )30( )34(

Law No. (30) of (1953). It is entitled (The abolished Law of Trade Names Registration of 1953). The Publications

of Qastas Centre
)4656( )2004 ()2004(  )63( )35(

.)2004-04-29( )2090(

Law No. 63 of 2004. It is entitled (The law of Licensing and Monitoring Audio-Visual Works of 2004) and its

amendments. It was published in Issue No. (4656) on page (2090). It was published on .)2004-04-29(
)1966( )12( )38( )11( )36(

Article (11) and Article (38) of the Jordanian Trade Law No. (12) of.)1966(

)37(
)2005( )1990(

EOIN "McLibel

O’DELL. The Defamation Act 2013: a free speech retrospective L.Q.R. 2005, 121(Jul), 395-399.

westlaw.com.

This lawsuit is related to the lawsuit filed by McDonald's Company against Helen Steele and David Morris. It was
filed for preparing and distributing leaflets during the mid-1980s. Such leaflets are related to the company's
activity. The McDonald's company initiated the litigation procedures in (1990). The procedures of this lawsuit
continued till 2005. In the latter year, a judgment was issued in this famous case by the European Court of
Human Rights. This lawsuit is known as the (McLibel) lawsuit. Please look at EOIN O'DELL. The
Defamation Act 2013: a free speech retrospective L.Q.R. 2005, 121(Jul), 395-399.westlaw.com.

"The European Court has decided that the outcome of current English law is a breach of fundamental rights. )38(

This situation should *C.L.J. 314 be rectified, both by change in the provision of legal aid, and by examination
of other possibilities of redressing disparity in such cases". A. SCOLNICO, Supersized speech - McLibel

comes to Strasbourg, The Cambridge Law Journal Vol. 64, No. 2 (Jul. 2005), pp. 311-314 (4 pages).
! )39(

In this context, the researcher presents information about the reason behind shedding a light on the idea of the
dissertation that this study is derived from. This reason is represented in having a complaint filed by a
restaurant owner. The latter owner claimed that someone published- on Facebook - offensive photos for some
food items that he offers to his customers on Facebook. He added that publishing such photos led to the
deterring the restaurant's reputation, suffering from financial loss, and closing the restaurant. He added that
the restaurant had a good reputation and was recruiting seven employees who lose their jobs before publishing
those photos. This compliant made the researcher address this issue. The researcher found that this issue is
connected to several related issues. He found that this issue is worthy of addressing in scientific research
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)2016( )40(

.2022\9\20
https://petra.gov.jo/Include/InnerPage.jsp?1D=2181224&lang=ar&name=archived _news
It should be noted that the Council of Economic Policies recommended - in (2016) — eliminating the fame tax.
However, this recommendation wasn’t approved, though the Council of Minsters approved it. Further data is
published on Jordan News Agency on the following link:
https://petra.gov.jo/Include/InnerPage.jsp?1D=2181224&lang=ar&name=archived_news  This link was
accessed on 9/20 /2022 at 2 PM.
)1492( : )4426( )2000(  )22( )41(
The Law of Standards and Metrology No. (22) of (2000). It was published in the Official Newspaper / Issue No.
(4426), page.)1492( :
)5455( )2017 ()2017( )7( )3ed( )42(
.)2017-06-15( )2017-04-16( )2725(
Article No. 3 and Article No. 4 of Law No. (7) of (2017). This law is entitled the (Consumer Protection Law of
2017). It was published in Issue No. (5455) on page No. (2725). It was published in (04-16-2017) and became
applicable on.)2017 -15-06(

" 2016 )19( )43(

The Federal Law No. (19) for fighting against commercial fraud. It is a developed and modern law approved that
was issued in UAE. It has many merits. It includes several texts for fighting against commercial fraud. A
similar law must be issued in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.

. )4304( : )1998( )18( )3\ \4( )A4(
Acrticle (3/A/4) of the Industry and Trade Law No. (18) of.)1998(
. )1998( )18( YIN\A( )45(
Article (1/a/4) of the Industry and Trade Law No. (18) of.)1998(
)1163( : )5444( : )2017( )46(

The Instructions of the Control on Markets of (2017). They were published in the Official Newspaper / Issue No.
(5444), pp .)1163( .
)47(

https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=a%2Fhrc%2F50%2F55&L anguage=E&Device Type=Deskt
. op&L angRequested=False
A report issued by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. It sheds a light on
blocking the Internet: Trends, legal implications, effects and reasons that affect a set of human rights. It
suggests that accessing Internet is a human right. It is published on the following link.
: [https://datareportal.com )2022( )48(

.2022\8\27
The Global Digital Report of (2022). It was published on the website https://datareportal.com/ It was accessed on
2718120022 at 9 PM
" )49(
The most popular platforms and websites related to what’s mentioned include "Twitter, YouTube, Snapchat,
Facebook, Instagram, YouNow, Google Apps, and TikTok".

)50(
)12747(

The cybercrime law is relatively recent. Despite that, the judgments based on this law - especially the ones related
to electronic defamation, slander and insult - are abundant. The researcher noticed that the website of Qastas
Centre published 12747 judgments that are related to this article. That means that numerous cases involving
this crime are being heard by the judiciary. This issue is worthy of addressing through conducting other
studies about it.
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Hartley’s
(Kanji, 2006:73) : Hartley’s Fmax-ratio
F ~_%max?
max-ratio 5 2
min
Fmax—ratio
.(n-1, k) k) ( n) (
Fmax-ratio (k =2) (n= 18—1)
5
(Seltman, 2012: 222) : (b)
X', X
b="2—_1 )
T2 _Tl
Y
)
2 o105
1 1 _ O1 02
S.E[X;-X,|= n

-Fmax-ratio
1)
- 2
"% min
- 2
"% min
Fmax—ratio
0.05
Fmax-ratio
-1
-2
-3
-4
X
X,
( ‘T,
( Ty
-5

YAI-Shamri, 2022, 75(
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0.05

(SE)

(t student’s test)
)Al-Shamri, 2022, 76( :
X=X,

t=
{/\2 /\2105

o1, o2
nl n2

(t)

)Siam, 1995( :
df= (n1+n2) -2

) (

y =a+ bx

(r?)

S.E = oy (1 - r2)°®
)24 :2012 (:

S.E
%o =""-.100
y

0.05 )

‘r (n—2)0'5‘

[SE[X =X

. (Afl
A 2
.02
N1
N2
(2 S.E) 0.05
(t) -6
0.05
4)
®
(d.f)
®)
() v)
(6)
) a
)Siam, 1995( :
(7)
(% o)
8

)Bourouba, 2012, 24( :
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0.05 (t) (tr)
)Bourouba, 2012, 24) :
df=n-2 (10)
. n
)Siam, 1995, 12( : "t (b)
5 0.5
n
t, = (11)
b Gy
) (
D
.0.05 ® (tv)
)Bourouba, 2012, 24( : (S.Ep)
S.E
SE, = (12)
b Gx\/ﬁ
Hartley’s Frmax-ratio "o
J1(
) ) 36(2017-1982
)3 ( Hartley’s Frax-ratio
Hartley’s Fmax-ratio 2017-1982 )3(
FC max 622 cl2 c2 ol
4.05 2464.03  9977.64 49.6 99.9
2.33 4066.22  1746.56 63.8 41.8
457 1439.96  6577.25 37.9 81.1
2.16 1152.39  2494.33 33.9 49.9
1.22 2489.52  3028.19 49.9 55.0
141 1624.97  2288.37 40.3 47.8
1.06 3135.02  3311.20 56.0 57.5
"o 4.57 1.06 (Fc max) "
0.05 )k =2( ) ( (n-l) 17 2.46 (Fmax t)
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(2017 2013 1987 1983 1986 1982
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Mann-Kendall - )8 2 (
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2017-1982 D4(
126.3 125.2 135.1 119.2 159.8 107.3 191.6 1982-86
108.8 108.8 112.5 91.1 148.1 84.7 119.8 1983-87
99.1 101.9 94.1 73.1 137.4 75.8 119.0 1984-88
92.4 104.5 76.5 55.4 130.5 64.2 120.6 1985-89
81.6 95.5 58.3 40.2 105.0 49.7 103.4 1986-90
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68.9 87.7 25.2 22.6 61.0 32.3 119.1 1988-92
94.3 97.2 29.0 195 87.2 26.6 141.7 1989-93
110.1 99.6 41.0 20.8 91.4 29.0 148.3 1990-94
143.7 1174 31.3 18.3 119.5 24.8 187.1 1991-95
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1275 86.0 71.9 72.0 162.8 90.7 156.2 1996-2000
138.7 96.3 98.7 82.9 109.7 91.9 161.2 1997-01
113.6 78.4 92.8 75.7 72.3 88.4 134.0 1998-02
115.1 78.7 81.9 70.5 71.2 86.6 128.0 1999-03
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57.7 63.1 57.2 53.6 74.9 58.4 68.7 2010-14
81.6 70.1 62.5 47.3 82.4 66.9 75.9 2011-15
95.8 69.8 69.3 43.5 78.8 82.3 61.9 2012-16
79.0 55.6 63.0 33.3 66.0 68.4 54.0 2013-17
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Change Trends of Annual Rainfall in Buraydah Area (Saudi Arabia) from
1982 to 2017: A Climate study

Bourouba Mohammad Foudal

Department of Computer Science and Information Systems, College of Applied Sciences, Al-
Ma arifa University, Al-Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Abstract

This study relied on daily rainfall data observed during the period from January 1982 to
December 2017 at six rain stations. The study’s methodology deals with the climate change aspects
over Qassim area by analyzing the trends of change in annual rainfall and determining the best
statistical method to predict it in the study area. On the other hand, the study aims to determine the
annual rainfall trend in the stations most affected by the climate change effects during the studied
period.

To achieve the objectives of the study, the methodology included analyzing rainfall trends by
applying the moving averages, semi-averages, and the straight line regression methods. The statistical
significance used the T-student test and the correlation coefficient at the 5% significance level.

The results of statistical tests showed that rainfall trends using the straight line regression method
(linear correlation) were more accurate, as it takes the time variable when calculating the trend. It is
also possible to test the regression and correlation coefficients using the “T-student” method, and then
calculate the true regression coefficient value at the 95% probability level (2 S.Eb), and calculate the
determination coefficient for the regression, the standard error of the estimate (S.E), and the
percentage of standard deviation (%) o). This study was able to determine the rainfall trends of annual
rainfall and examine its statistical significance.

Keywords: Annual rainfall, Trends, Moving averages, Semi-averages, Straight linear regression,
Statistical test, Qassim area, Saudi Arabia.
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The Creed and the Islamic Laws between Rooting Correlation and Separation
Contexts

Ishrag Yahya Awad Dayyat and Raed Saeed Bani Abdul Rahman
Faculty of Shariah, Department of Fundamentals of Religion, Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract

This study aims at treating the issue of the rooting of the correlation between the Islamic creed, on
the one hand, and and Shari’ah (Islamic Law), on the other hand, with the presentation of the false
contexts that came to divide religion and separate this correlation. In order to achieve this goal, the two
researchers used in the study the deductive scientific method, collecting texts indicating the reality of
the correlation between ( (, that is, Islamic Faith, and ) (, i.e. Shari’ah, or Islamic religious
law. It was found that the two terms, Faith and Shari’ah, originated in the distinction made in Islamic
jurisprudence texts between (Iman: ) and (Islam: ). The investigation showed some damgerous
factors that impacted the practical application of these two elements of the creed and led to separating
them from each other. These factors include the materialistic explanation of Sharia to empty it of its

doctrinal content, the appearance of the sect of the Mu’tazilites within the Islamic environment, and an
influential factor outside the Islamic environment, which is the phenomenon of Orientalism.

Keywords: Belief, Sharia, \Coherence.
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Criminal protection for women from sexual harassment in the workplace in
Syrian Legislation: A comparative study

Mohammad Darwish Darwish and Amal Sharba
Faculty of law, Damascus University, Syria.

Abstract

Sexual harassment is a form of gender-based violence against women, and it is a negative social
phenomenon that affects all societies. However, the effects of this phenomenon appears to be more
dangerous in the work environment. That is because the work environment may constitute a fertile
environment for the practice of sexual harassment, which hinders women’s readiness enter the field of
work and their continuity in it, especially in light of the silence of harassed workers about reporting
these practices, and the inadequacy of labor legislation to protect them and provide them with a safe
working environment. Given the seriousness of this phenomenon, the French national and international
social legislators called to confront it and impose deterrent penalties against the harasser, and to secure
protection for victims of harassment. On the other hand, we find that Syrian and Jordanian legislators
have not kept pace with social legislative developments to secure safe working environment for women.

This study attempts to define the phenomenon of sexual harassment of working women and shed
light on the protection granted to them in international labor standards and labor legislation in Syria,
Jordan, and France.

Keywords: Sexual harassment, Working women, Working place, Labor law.
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The Reward of Corrupt Worship
A Fundamental Analytical Study

Safia Ali Ahmed Al-Share'
Department of Jurisprudence and its Principles, Faculty of Sharia and Islamic Studies, Yarmouk
University, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract

This research is a fundamental and analytical study of the issue of reward for corrupt worship,
whether the corruption resultant from the defect of a condition or pillar, or the performance of a
prohibited deed that invalidates the worship, or because of the prohibition on worship, or because
worship is associated with a forbidden deed. The research concluded that most jurists who treated the
issue of corruption of worship resulting from the flaw of a pillar or condition have established the reward
for it. As for the worship that is forbidden, or associated with a forbidden deed; the disagreement
between the jurists was strong in judging them to be valid firstly, and then to prove the reward. The
Hanafis were more than broad in proving the reward, while the Hanbalis were far narrower. The Malikis
and Shafi’stand between the two. The research concluded that, even if worship is corrupt or forbidden,
that does not prevent the reward from being approved, unless the person intends to manipulate or
contradict the legislator’s command, but thev reward for corrupt worship is hardly equal to the reward
of correct worship. This view is supported by the texts of the Shari’a and its general rules and purposes.

Keywords: Reward, Worship, Corruption.
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Endnotes
(1) The George Washington University IRB approved this research under application number NCR191132.

(2) In Arabic, the word “badawi [Bedouin]” shares the root of “badiya [desert].” The literal meaning of
“badawiz,” which is “dweller of the badiya,” stems from this relationship. Massad (2001) revealed, however,
that “Bedouin” in present-day Jordan has become synonymous with “Transjordanian” or “ethnic East-
Banker,” regardless of a person’s nomadic or urban origins. This transformation in the meaning of
“Bedouin” reflected a concerted legal and sociocultural effort by the Jordanian government, under the
influence of British colonialists like Colonel John Bagot Glubb, to consolidate nomadic tribes’ Bedouin
identities into a nationwide Bedouin identity. This occurred first through legal measures that sedentarized
the nomadic tribes that roamed the land that in 1921 became Transjordan and then through the creation of a
national, Bedouin-Jordanian identity to differentiate “ethnic Jordanians” from the Palestinian-Jordanian
“Other” after Black September.

(3) The Bidul refer to themselves as “the Bidil” and as “the Bedouins.” The latter designation serves to clearly
distinguish the Bidil from the Layathna, whom many Bidil refer to derogatorily as “falahin [farmers].”



679 Reeves and Al-Husban

5. Conclusion

In this study, we examined how development policies have impacted power relations between the
Bidal and Layathna tribes of the Petra region. To do so, we interviewed 56 Bidil and Layathna
tribespeople, using positioning theory to examine narratives they propagated about competition in the
tourism industry and government policies in the past and present. Through this analysis, we revealed
that the balance of power between the Bidil and Layathna is lopsided, and that the roots of this
disparity can be found, in part, in the government’s 1984 decision to relocate the Bidil from the caves
of Petra to Umm Sayhoun. This seminal moment in Petra’s recent history strengthens speech acts
propagated by the PDTRA and Layathna entrepreneurs that limit the scope of legitimate Bidil
participation in Petra’s tourism economy to a restrictive array of rights and duties that differs from the
tribe’s current, predominantly unlicensed business activities within PAP. Though the Bidil counter the
policies, like the construction of a heritage village, that accompany this forced positioning, the
outbursts of violence connected to this resistance highlight the frozen position in which the tribe’s
entrepreneurs currently find themselves.

Bidul refusal to submit to PDTRA and Layathna forced positioning of the tribe as second-class
citizens of Petra—even when faced with government-sanctioned crackdowns—shows the lengths to
which the tribe is willing to go to defend its self-ascribed right to engage in tourism-related economic
activity within PAP. The tribe’s steadfastness indicates that present strategies of using violent force to
reduce the “chaos” associated with mukhalaf participation in the tourism economy will likely fail to
force the Bidul to adopt the agency-constraining positions imposed upon them. Rather, future violence
is more likely to jeopardize visitors’ confidence that Petra is safe, a development that would damage
the economic interests not just of indigenous entrepreneurs and the PDTRA, but of the Hashemite
Kingdom as a whole. Instead of forcing the Bidul to comply with dominant visions of limited
involvement for the group, the PDTRA should take the lead in fostering a collaborative, participatory
policy-making environment in Petra. Such a change would not only address the frozen position in
which the tribe’s entrepreneurs currently find themselves, but also instill the sense of ownership in
development policy needed to sustainably break the current, cyclical pattern of forced positioning,
resistance, and violence that characterizes the relationship between the Bidil and the regional authority
today.
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actually wearing Bedouin clothes.” He observed that “if they [the Bidil] wish to develop and leave the
Bedouin lifestyle, that means that we have lost a part of Petra’s identity.”

Consistent with agency-constraining speech acts propagated by Layathna entrepreneurs vis-a-vis
the Bidul, Participant 56’s statements underline that the PDTRA—through its rhetoric and tangible
policies—deems only a limited range of Bidul activities in the tourism economy to be legitimate.
Geographically, these activities are limited to the 67-donum heritage village located on the road
between Umm Sayhoun and Bayda, well away from the routes taken by the typical visitor to Petra and
from the Bidul’s ancestral land within PAP. Functionally, Bidil tribesmen, most of whom now wear
clothes identical to those of the European and American tourists to whom they sell souvenirs and
donkey rides within PAP, are expected to wear “Bedouin clothes.” Thus the Bidil, as designated
messengers of the past, would exist outside of time, on display for curious—mostly Western—tourists,
the ambassadors of modernity. This positioning of the Bidil echoes the British colonialist creation of
the “eternal Arab,” whose value lies in his utility as an object exhibited to European eyes (Massad,
2001, 136; Mitchell, 1991, xiii—xiv).

Bidul entrepreneurs have resisted this forced positioning by the PDTRA. Members of the tribe
have used their bodies to contest the restrictive rights and duties ascribed to them, doing so in a
manner that belies their marginal economic and legal position in Petra’s tourism economy.
Specifically, mukhalaf entrepreneurs have refused to move to the stalls of the heritage village. At the
time of this article’s acceptance, Bidil workers instead continue their daily routine of commuting from
Umm Sayhoun to their places of business within PAP, rendering the heritage village a ghost town (See
Figure 5). For the tribe, resisting the PDTRA’s forced positioning means suffering periodic violence.
In August 2022, for instance, armored vehicles belonging to the Jordanian gendarmerie descended
upon Petra to “remove any non-permitted installations in the region” (Reeves, 2022b). In the
confrontation that ensued, several Bidil tribespeople breathed in tear gas launched by the gendarmes
while children from the tribe pelted the vehicles with rocks. Though Bidil entrepreneurs have
succeeded in resisting efforts to force them into the restrictive role of ambassadors of Petra’s past, the
extreme means to which they have resorted in doing so reveal the frozen position these workers have
come to occupy within the city’s tourism economy.

Fig.5: Complete yet unused, the heritage village located on the road connecting Umm Sayhoun
and Bayda stands empty. Photographs taken by the authors in June 2022.
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4.2.2 Expectations of the PDTRA

Work in the tourism sector, whether ganiini or mukhalaf, colors Bidil and Layathna study
participants’ speech acts that ascribe duties to the PDTRA and evaluate the extent to which the
institution fulfills these responsibilities. While expectations placed on the PDTRA differ between the
two tribal groups, speech acts propagated by members of both indicate a dissatisfaction with the
institution, which interviewees position as falling short of its duties. Participant 12, an illegal souvenir
seller from Umm Sayhoun, stated, “The government does not help with the Bidil’s financial
struggles.” Participant 13, another illegal souvenir seller, added that “the government comes in and
destroys the shops that are non-permitted. Clearly, they do not want the shops in Petra.” Participant 21,
also a mukhalaf souvenir seller, asked, “The government created a center for young people in Wadi
Musa. Why did they not create one in Umm Sayhoun? Why do they discriminate against the Bidil?”
Participant 21 positioned the PDTRA as neglecting a duty to provide equal services to the citizens of
Wadi Musa and Umm Sayhoun. Meanwhile, Participants 12 and 13 positioned the PDTRA as more
than simply negligent in this regard: they accused the local government of destroying mukhalaf
souvenir sellers’ livelihoods.

Meanwhile, the dissatisfaction of Layathna tribespeople with the PDTRA stems from their
perception that the institution does not crack down on illegal entrepreneurial activity enough.
Participant 52, a legal souvenir seller, stated,

The PDTRA knows which shops are permitted and which are not, so the state helps out with the
creation of the injustice and chaos that is present in Petra. It’s like there are two regimes: one governs
the Bidil and the other governs the Layathna.

Participant 54, also a ganiini souvenir seller, added, “The presence of donkeys, camels, and horses
in Petra is really bad for Petra and is destroying it. The only people who should be allowed to go to
Petra are those who are officially permitted to work there.” Like Participant 21, Participants 52 and 54
tasked the PDTRA with treating all groups within the local community equally. They, however,
asserted that inequality in Petra arises because the PDTRA favors the Bidil, who are allowed to
continue their mukialaf business activity without consequence. Competing Bidil and Layathna
notions of equality, epitomized by the groups’ contradictory positioning of the PDTRA’s duties
regarding unlawful economic activity in Petra, demonstrate that the current status quo in Petra’s
tourism economy constitutes an unstable equilibrium. On the one hand, the predominantly ganint
Layathna entrepreneurs desire for mukhalaf sellers to be forbidden from entering Petra, while on the
other, unlicensed workers from the Bidil call for the distribution of more permits.

4.2.3 PDTRA speech acts: Forced positioning and Bidiil ripostes

With respect to PDTRA speech acts concerning indigenous work in Petra’s tourism economy, the
storyline of the Bidul’s relocation to Umm Sayhoun once again comes to the fore. Participant 56, a
Layathna tribesman who spoke in his official capacity as special advisor to the Deputy Chairman of
the PDTRA’s Board of Commissioners, positioned the move from the caves to the village as a direct
cause of mukhalaf business activity in Petra. Like the Layathna entrepreneurs, the special advisor
indicated that the solution to this problem is less Bidiil work, not more permits. He stated, “Sadly,
Umm Sayhoun was built too close to Petra. It should have been built further away from Petra to allow
the people to separate themselves from Petra” He added,

The chaos is what is endangering Petra and is what will ruin tourism here. Do we want to preserve
Petra, or do we want to destroy it? Increases in people and increases in children working will make
Petra unsafe and unattractive and will endanger Petra’s place as a world-renowned tourist destination.

For the PDTRA, the way to bring order to the chaos is to remove the mukhalaf sellers from Petra.
In our interview, Participant 56 mentioned the PDTRA’s intention to “create a heritage village outside
of Petra” for the tribe’s entrepreneurs. Now complete, he justified the idea for the heritage village by
lamenting, “Nobody wears Bedouin clothes inside Petra. Maybe this will help them go back to
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Participant 54, the sheikh, struck a similar tone, saying, “The government took the land from the
Nawdfla [another Layathna tribe] and the Hasanat without warning or asking. Now, the Bidul live on
land that belongs rightfully to the Nawafla and the Hasanat.” In linking intertribal tensions to the
government’s acquisition of Layathna land to build Umm Sayhoun, Participant 50 positioned this
decision to erect a permanent home for the Bidi/ in Petra as a threat to the host-guest relationship that,
according to the Layathna, constitutes the proper power dynamic between the two tribes.

It is worthwhile here to reiterate what makes these speech acts possible. In relocating the Bidil
to Umm Sayhoun, government authorities separated the tribe from their ancestral lands within PAP.
Furthermore, the village’s location on lands claimed by the Nawafla and the Hasanat made this
uprooting doubly consequential. As a result, the positioning of the Bidul as a people without history in
the Petra region gains credence by virtue of realities on the ground in the present day. Materially, the
Bidul possess little with which to resist this forced positioning, since the land of their ancestors is not
recognized in the present day as theirs: after all, Petra Archaeological Park belongs to the state.

4.2 Storyline: Present-day intergroup inequality

Do the consequences of the Bidul’s forced positioning as guests in Petra transcend beyond the
discursive realm, manifesting in material consequences for the tribe? To answer this question, we
examine speech acts articulated by members of the Bidil, the Layathna, and PDTRA officials that
ascribe rights and duties to the regional government and local groups. To the extent that these ascribed
roles constitute forced positions, we explore, in a second step, the strategies that stakeholders
positioned as such employ to counter these speech acts.

4.2.1 Legal and illegal employment

As Participant 23 recounted in his summary of the conditions subject to which the Bidal/ left
Petra’s caves in order to resettle in Umm Sayhoun, the tribe stipulated first and foremost that “all of
our interests in Petra [be] preserved.” Forty years later, the fact that most Bidul tribespeople who work
in PAP do so illegally reveals that the tribe’s precarious existence in the Petra region extends beyond
its settlement of land claimed by rival groups from Wadi Musa (Reeves, 2023, 5). Within our sample,
study participants’ conscious distinction between shughl mukhalaf [illegal work] and shugh/ ganint
[legal work] points to the discursive significance of the Bidil’s largely unlawful involvement in
Petra’s tourism economy. Specifically, this differentiation occurred in Layathna speech acts that
contrasted the tribe’s self-described lawful economic presence in Petra with unlawful Bidil business
ventures in the city. For instance, Participant 52, a ganuni souvenir seller whose shop is located near
Petra’s visitor center in Wadi Musa, said, “These shops, we built them using our own, personal funds.
After we built them, the authorities said, “You must pay rent.” This rent is not symbolic; we pay 6,000
Jordanian Dinars [8,500 U.S. Dollars] per year for these shops.” Referring to the Bidul, Participant 53,
his business partner, stated, “Those people are governed by a different God; not one of them pays a
single cent. There are no more than five permitted shops in Petra. There are 200 mukhalaf shops.”

The Bidil mentioned the ganiani-mukhalaf distinction in challenging these Layathna positioning
acts, arguing that the dichotomy is illegitimate because local authorities do not give the Bidil
opportunities to engage in shughl gandni. Participant 15, a mukhalaf souvenir seller, stated,

I have been working here for 23 years. For 23 years, | have worked in Petra, from the time | was
seven years old. Now, | am 31 years old, and | am still working in Petra, and have still not received a
permit...If the government was good to us, it would establish cooperatives for us [so that we could
work legally].

Like other Bidi! entrepreneurs, Participant 15 used the amount of time she has worked in Petra as
evidence that the government, not her unwillingness to follow the rules, constitutes the main reason
for her continued mukhalaf activity in Petra.
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According to the Bidul storyline, the government did not fulfill these stipulations, even though
King Hussein agreed to them. Participant 22, a souvenir seller, lamented, “In 1984, we were promised
free water and electricity. This did not happen.” Participant 11 added,

We do not have land. The government came in the 1980s and said that Umm Sayhoun should
extend an additional 1.5 kilometers to the north. We never got that land. Now, over 6,000 people live
on the 800-meter strip of land that is Umm Sayhoun.

According to Participant 23, the attractive arrangement between King Hussein and the Bidul
broke down when the government changed the deal without tribal leaders’ knowledge:

The problem is that there were some sheikhs who signed the written agreement after receiving
their land [in Umm Sayhoun] without thinking about other members of the tribe. The government goes
by the written contract, not by what was verbally agreed to. The sheikhs just blindly trusted the written
agreement, took some money, signed, and got their land; they believed in what the state was saying,
and that was it.

Participant 21, a souvenir seller, made a similar assertion, saying that “the government promised
one thing by mouth but wrote something else on paper, taking advantage of the fact that many people
[in the Bidul] were illiterate at the time.” For the Bidul, the move to Umm Sayhoun is thus a storyline
of broken promises. The freedom the sheikhs allegedly enjoyed in negotiating a deal with King
Hussein transformed into the tribe’s present-day forced, agency-constraining position in overcrowded
Umm Sayhoun due to alleged differences between the verbal deal and the written agreement.

4.1.3 Layathna positioning

Layathna positioning statements demonstrate the degree to which the Bidil’s relocation to Umm
Sayhoun constrains the tribe’s agency in Petra today. Even though the writings of travelers like
Burkhardt (1822), as well as the ethnographic work of Russell (1993) and al-Mousa (2016),
demonstrate convincingly that the Bidil settled in Petra over 200 years ago, Layathna interviewees
positioned the Bidil as newcomers who settled on Layathna land and abused the tribe’s hospitality.
For instance, Participant 54, a sheikh, revealed, “The original inhabitants of this area are the Layathna.
The Bidul came here in the 1930s and after. The Bidil came to escape poverty; life was hard for them
where they are from.” Participant 42, the mukhtar [headman] of the Hamadin, a tribe belonging to the
Layathna confederation, added, “We treated the Bidul like neighbors when they came. We allowed
them to live alongside us in the caves. Now, they claim to be Petra’s original inhabitants so as to
benefit from tourism themselves. They take the Layathna’s work.” The sheikh and the mukhtar
positioned the Bidil as guests who abuse the rights and neglect the responsibilities associated with this
status. Specifically, Participants 42 and 54 position participation in the tourism economy as a privilege
reserved exclusively for “Petra’s original inhabitants.” Adding insult to injury, these speech acts
highlight that Bidiz/ work in the tourism industry not only exceeds the boundaries of the tribe’s role as
guests of the Layathna, but moreover constitutes an ungrateful rejection of the hospitality Wadi
Musans displayed in allegedly treating the Bidil “like neighbors.”

Though this positioning of the Bidil as ungrateful outsiders contradicts the writings of Burkhardt
(1822) and other travelers who visited Petra in the 19" century, the tribe’s relocation to Umm Sayhoun
established facts on the ground that lend credence to these Layathna speech acts. This is because the
territory upon which the government built Umm Sayhoun forms part of the Layathna’s ancestral lands.
Participant 50, a ganuni souvenir seller, explained,

The land that the government bought for Umm Sayhoun belonged to the Hasanat [a tribe
belonging to the Layathna confederation]. Because of this, until now, there are tensions between the
Layathna and the Bidul; the presence of the Bidul in Petra is not permitted, lawful, or legitimate since
the Bidul are not the original inhabitants of Petra.
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and the Bedouin, a term that came to refer to all Jordanians of East Bank origins, regardless of their
sedentary or nomadic heritage, became the primary symbols of this reinvented national image.?

While Petra emerged as a symbol of East-Bank-exclusivist conceptualizations of Jordanian
national identity after Black September, government-led attempts to transform the city into an engine
for national economic growth did not intensify until the 1980s. Following the instability of 1968-
1971, the 1970s featured considerable growth as Jordan entered the orbit of the newly-established
Arab oil economies (Anani, 1987, 125). Oil price increases caused many educated Jordanians to
emigrate to work in the Gulf starting in 1973 (Tourk, 2001, 91-92). Rising oil prices also led imported
goods to become more expensive, causing the cost of living in Jordan to increase by 20% in 1974 and
17% in 1975 (Anani, 1987, 130). Remittances sent by Jordanian expatriates in the Gulf also fueled a
wave of real estate investment and heightened consumption spending, leading to further inflation. In
the real estate market, demand for housing far outpaced supply, forcing the government to introduce
controls to regulate prices and subsidies to boost production, causing government expenditures to
reach 68% of Jordan’s GDP in 1980 (Anani, 1987, 136).

As oil prices decreased in the early 1980s, the real estate speculation and foreign financial flows
that fueled economic growth in the preceding decade fell. Despite this, popular pressure prevented the
government from eliminating the subsidies of the 1970s. Employers in the Gulf, meanwhile, began
laying off Jordanian workers in favor of cheaper labor from Southern Asia, further straining the
government as it struggled to provide services and employment opportunities to returning expatriates
(Tourk, 2001, 91). Moreover, aid from the Gulf, which rose to 1.2 billion dollars per year after the
1978 Baghdad Conference, fell substantially in 1983 due to oil price decreases (Anani, 1987, 137). As
a result, the Jordanian government began searching for alternative ways to finance its skyrocketing
fiscal expenditures. It was in this context that Jordan lobbied UNESCO to designate Petra as a World
Heritage Site. UNESCO feared, however, that the Bidiil’s presence in Petra’s caves damaged the city’s
architecture. This prompted King Hussein to visit Petra in 1984 to negotiate the tribe’s relocation to
Umm Sayhoun in order to smooth the world heritage designation process, which was completed the
next year and precipitated a 114% increase in tourism to the city between 1984 and 1985 (Petra
Development & Tourism Region Authority, n.d.).

4.1.2 Bidul positioning

Contrary to the above narrative, which positions King Hussein as the initiator of the plan to
relocate the Bidiil to Umm Sayhoun, members of the tribe were careful to assert that the decision to
leave the caves was theirs. Participant 23, a Bidil sheikh, claimed that “the choice [to move to Umm
Sayhoun] was the Bedouins’. It was not forced.” Participant 11, a souvenir seller, agreed,

The idea to bring the Bedouins to the village from the caves came originally from the Bedouins,
not from the government. When he visited Petra, King Hussein asked the Bedouins, ‘what can we do
to help you?’ The Bedouins said they wanted a village in order to achieve better access to government
services.

In both statements, Biduil interviewees positioned their fellow tribespeople as enjoying the agency
to negotiate their exit from the caves and possessing the foresight to present a mutually-agreeable
solution to the cash-strapped goverment, who needed UNESCO recognition of Petra to heighten the
city’s international profile and boost tourism revenues.

Bidal study participants asserted that the tribe’s leaders placed three conditions on their
relocation. Participant 23 summarized,

The first condition was to have all of our interests in Petra preserved. The second condition was
for us to have free water and electricity. The third condition was that each person in the tribe would
receive a piece of land, [totalling] 60 square meters. For this reason, we were promised 1.5 kilometers
of land originally.
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gathering firewood, with the cost, complexity, and commotion of the tribe’s tourism-focused lives and
livelihoods in Umm Sayhoun.

Between August 2018 and January 2020, we conducted face-to-face interviews in Arabic with 28
Bidil and 28 Layathna tribespeople.! Interviews with Bidil tribespeople took place in Petra and Umm
Sayhoun, while interviews with members of the Layathna took place in Petra and Wadi Musa. We
coded the subjects as follows: Participants 1 through 28 are Bidi! interviewees, while Participants 29
through 56 are Layathna interviewees. We initially interviewed several Bidil souvenir sellers and a
Layathna taxi driver. We found additional interviewees through a snowball sampling method in which
we asked participants to refer us to individuals who they thought could provide us with further
information. After repeating this process several times, we found that new interviewees’ positioning
statements largely conformed to those heard in previous interviews, indicating that the data were
saturated.

4. Discussion

By analyzing indigenous narratives pertaining to the conflict over Petra’s tourism revenues, we
uncovered the enduring impact of past government policies on the present-day balance of power
between the Bidil and Layathna. In this section, we detail how these elements of the collective
memory of both tribal groups recur in contemporary speech acts that attempt to force certain members
of Petra’s indigenous communities into agency-constraining positions. We trace how the Bidil and
Layathna react to these instances of forced positioning and identify situations that might produce
frozen positions for certain indigenous groups in the future.

4.1. Storyline: Shortcomings of government intervention and the move to Umm Sayhoun

Tension between the Bidul, the Layathna, and government authorities constitutes a longstanding
feature of Petra’s moral order. Before the 1995 creation of the PDTRA’s predecessor, the Petra
Regional Planning Council, administratively linked the state and its economic-growth plans to Petra’s
tribal communities, direct interventions by the central government represented the primary method for
implementing Amman’s tourism-development agenda at the local level (Bille, 2019). The most
impactful of these policies, the Bidil’s 1984 relocation from their homes in Petra’s caves to Umm
Sayhoun, remains lodged in the collective memory of Petra’s indigenous communities and
consequently occupies a prominent place in storylines propagated by the Bidul, the Layathna, and the
PDTRA today. This sub-section describes the move and highlights its contemporary significance
through examining the contexts in which Bidul and Layathna interviewees refer to it in speech acts
concerning intergroup relations in the present day.

4.1.1. The buildup to the move

King Hussein’s decision to move the Bidil from Petra’s caves to the village of Umm Sayhoun
came in response to national-level political and economic changes that occurred in the aftermath of the
1967 Arab-Israeli War. Following the conflict, Israel occupied the West Bank, territory Jordan had
claimed after the 1948 Arab-Israeli War. Losing the West Bank was an economic blow for Jordan;
tourism to Jerusalem alone contributed almost one third of the Kingdom’s gross national product
before 1967 (Pappé, 1994, 70). The loss of the West Bank also boosted the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO)’s stature in Jordan, as many Palestinian nationalists interpreted defeat in the war
as evidence that they could not rely on the Hashemite monarchy to safeguard the Palestinian people’s
interests. As a result, the PLO became increasingly assertive, militant and hostile towards its
Hashemite hosts, precipitating tensions which culminated in the 1970-1971 Jordanian Civil War
between the organization and forces loyal to the royal family. Though the conflict, known as Black
September, resulted in the expulsion of PLO leaders to Lebanon, the existential threat the civil war
posed to Hashemite authority nonetheless influenced the regime to abandon its attempts to position
itself as the unifier of the peoples of the river Jordan’s West and East Banks. Instead, Black September
precipitated the forging of a new, East-Bank-centric Jordanian identity (Massad, 2001, 72-74). Petra
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Layathna storyline, Prince—Ilater King—Abdullah I, Jordan’s first Hashemite ruler, rewarded Wadi
Musan bravery by “g[iving] Petra to the Layathna” (Reeves, 2021).

The multifaceted instrumentalization of this narrative in the present day is instructive in
illustrating the flexible manner in which speech acts interact with storylines etched into group
memories in order to serve contemporary agendas. For example, Reeves (2020) revealed that
Layathna sheikhs emphasize that Abdullah | gave the title of “Guardian of the Archaeological
Acrtifacts of Wadi Musa” only to Mu’amar bin Bashir al-Nawafla, the tribal confederation’s paramount
sheikh at the time. In contrast, tourism-sector entrepreneurs from Wadi Musa stress that Jordan’s
founding ruler handed over custodianship of Petra’s ruins to all Layathna tribespeople, an argument
that these individuals use to contest the Bidul’s self-proclaimed right to reside in the city’s vicinity and
participate in its tourism economy (Reeves, 2022a, 18). The claim that Abdullah I bestowed upon the
Layathna a special responsibility over Petra thus comes out of the archive to serve as discursive
ammunition in two different present-day conflicts. The first centers around the waning authority and
prestige of tribal sheikhs in contemporary times amidst the emergence of competing sources of
economic and political authority in rural areas, particularly in tourism hubs like Petra (Reeves, 2020;
Reeves, 2022a, 15-16). The second, meanwhile, concerns competition over tourism-sector revenues
between Bidul and Layathna entrepreneurs. In the empirical portion of this paper, we build on
scholarship examining the latter conflict to furnish additional insights into the discursive context of
contemporary Bidil-Layathna power relations, examining specifically the way that government
development policies in the past and present have impacted this relationship.

3. Methodology and Sampling Strategy

In this study, we employed a participant-centered approach to explore how government
development policies impact the discourse through which the Bidiul and Layathna position themselves,
each other, and the PDTRA. To do so, we attempted to position ourselves as communicators of local
narratives, recognizing that Bidul and Layathna interviewees, as active participants in Petra’s moral
order, were the true experts in our inquiry. In line with this self-positioning, we adopted a
constructivist epistemology in evaluating the speech acts of our Bidul and Layathna interlocutors.
Accordingly, our analysis assumes not only that study participants use language to convey their lived
experiences, but that the speech acts they utter in interviews are part of larger storylines that play a
role in creating the material manifestations of intergroup power dynamics in Petra today. We are thus
less interested in determining the objective truth of salient storylines related to us than we are in
understanding what they convey about local perspectives pertaining to Bidil-Layathna relations today.

We recognize, however, that our above-mentioned self-positioning as unremarkable observers of
Bidal and Layathna intergroup relations is impossible to maintain in practice. At the very least, this is
due to the fact that any interview is itself a positioning interaction that features the same process of
negotiation—via speech acts—that we attempted to observe among indigenous actors in Petra’s
tourism economy. To minimize our role as actors in Petra’s discursive context, we adopted a semi-
structured interview method. The following questions served as points from which study participants
could take control of the conversation, allowing them to present the storylines of competition in Petra
they wished to relate to us:

1. How does your life differ from that of your father and grandparents?

2.  What is your tribe’s history in Petra?

3. How has tourism impacted your life? How has this impact changed across generations?
4. Has tourism impacted your relationship with other governmental or tribal stakeholders?

In responding to these questions, Bidil and Layathna interviewees described past speech acts of
ongoing significance to themselves, their tribe, and Petra’s local community as a whole. In this way,
study participants informed us of storylines that figure prominently in the formation of indigenous
perspectives related to intergroup conflict over Petra’s tourism revenues today. For instance, Bidil
interviewees tended to respond to Question 2 with stories describing everyday life in Petra’s caves
before the advent of tourism, contrasting the simplicity of mundane activities from this time, such as



671 Reeves and Al-Husban

archived statements by confirming them, modifying them, or invalidating them (Foucault, 1972, 82-
87, 99). Similarly, positioning theory holds that speech acts generate meaning against the background
of a storyline, which allows these verbal articulations to become relatively determinate within a given
discursive context (Harré and van Langenhove, 1999, 16). Like Foucault’s conceptualization of the
statement’s relationship with the archive, storylines evolve over time as speech acts are added,
modified, or removed from them, and as the positions of actors within these overarching narratives
change vis-a-vis one another.

2.2 Positioning theory, conflict, and intergroup power dynamics

Positioning theory represents a novel approach to studying conflict because it approaches this
phenomenon as a discursive element of the larger process of intergroup power relations. Positioning
theory analysis thus portrays how the dynamics of group histories and storylines inform disputes (Tan
& Moghaddam, 1999, 186-187). In conflict situations, positioning theory’s focus on narratives
enables the identification of harmful storylines that could trigger violence if left unaddressed (Greiff,
2018, 70). The concept of forced and frozen positions is particularly relevant in this regard. An
individual occupies a forced position when a speech act propagated by another interlocutor coerces
him/her into a position that differs from his/her chosen position. A frozen position, meanwhile,
describes the situation where a speech act compels an individual to adopt a cluster of rights, duties,
and obligations that prevent him/her from renegotiating his/her positioning within the agreed-upon
rules of the discourse (Greiff, 2018, 69). While violence exposes the existence of frozen positions in
conflicts ex post, positioning theory analysis can help mitigate this outcome by revealing losses of
agency among individuals and groups before disputes escalate.

The examination of pre-positioning and group memory plays a crucial role in identifying
situations where forced and frozen positioning could occur. In his exploration of time and context in
positioning theory, Bartlett (2008) revealed that certain memories stand out more than others in the
development of storylines that impact group positioning processes in conflict situations. In Guyana,
for instance, the Amerindian Act of 1976, which established centralized control over the country’s
indigenous Amerindians, created an inflection point in this group’s history against which all
subsequent events have been interpreted. Beyond its omnipresence in the daily lives of Amerindians,
the Act, along with texts written in response to it, like the 2001 Constitution of the North Rupununi
District Development Board, constitutes a portion of the national-level storyline that describes
negotiations between government parties and Amerindians over their status (Bartlett, 2008, 172).

Similarly, Shryock’s (1997) study of the oral histories of the ‘Adwan and ‘Abbad tribes of
Jordan’s Balga region revealed the role that shared memories play in informing power relations
between the two groups today. Though the ‘Adwan and ‘Abbad no longer resort to the sword to settle
questions of tribal superiority over the Balga, Shryock’s ‘Adwani and ‘Abbadi informants nonetheless
justified their claims about present intertribal power dynamics by narrating stories that detailed their
ancestors’ heroic conduct in tribal wars and episodes of resistance against Ottoman rule before the
Hashemites came to power in 1921 (Shryock, 1997, 174-190). For the ‘Adwan, the ‘Abbad, and the
Amerindians of Guyana, important events of the past thus transcend the constraints of the space and
the time in which they occurred by lodging themselves in the memory of group members, enabling
their continued impact on positioning acts in the present.

2.3 Pre-positioning in Petra

Much in the way that Bartlett and Shryock observed the continued impact of seminal speech acts
on conflicts in Guyana and Jordan’s Balga region, the importance of past governmental and tribal
positionings in Petra manifests in their prominence in storylines propagated by Bidul and Layathna
tribespeople today. Recent scholarship undertaken by Reeves (2022a) highlights the importance of
narratives recalling the role of local tribes in the Great Arab Revolt of 1916-1918 in legitimating these
groups’ claims to Petra today. In particular, members of the Layathna tribal confederation narrate
stories positioning their forefathers as leaders in the armed struggle to push the Ottomans out of Wadi
Musa and surrounding areas so that “they could not occupy Petra” (Reeves, 2022a, 15). In this
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Petra’s tourism economy to each of these stakeholder groups. These discursively ascribed rights and
duties, combined with the present-day policies they underpin, constrain the agency of the Bidil to
negotiate dominant narratives portraying the participation of entrepreneurs from the tribe in Petra’s
tourism sector as illegitimate and unlawful.

The paper proceeds as follows. Section 2 provides an overview of positioning theory, its
relevance to the study of intergroup power dynamics, and the suitability of its empirical application to
the case of Petra. In Section 3, we describe the interview methodology we employed during fieldwork
visits to the Petra region between August 2018 and January 2020. Section 4 discusses salient storylines
contained in these interviews that relate to government development policies and their effect on power
dynamics between Petra’s local communities. Section 5 concludes.

2. Theoretical background

Positioning theory provides analytical tools for examining the negotiation of power relations
through discourse. Belonging to the analytical family of Foucauldian discourse analysis and sharing
the logic of Bourdieu’s (1977) conceptualization of social interactions as the exchange of challenges
and ripostes, positioning theory focuses on speech acts that ascribe individuals or groups with certain
arrays of rights and duties. Examining these interactions in the context of the larger narratives that
furnish them with meaning allows for (im)balances of power between participants in these discursive
confrontations to become apparent. In this section, we sketch the vocabulary of positioning theory and
use empirical examples from the literature to illustrate its relevance to the study of intergroup conflict
and power dynamics.

STORYLINE

SPEECH ACT POSITION

Fig.4: The Speech Act-Position-Storyline triad.
Reproduced from Harré and van Langenhove (1999, 18).

2.1 Positioning theory: Basic concepts

The building blocks of positioning theory come directly from Foucauldian discourse analysis.
Positioning theorists Rom Harré and Luk van Langenhove (1999) argued that any intentional verbal
articulation can be located as a speech act uttered by a person occupying a certain position among
participants in a given discursive context. Speech acts ascribe positions—arrays of rights, duties, and
obligations that limit the cluster of legitimate actions a person can take—to the speaker and subjects of
a conversation (Greiff, 2018, 66). To borrow Bourdieu’s language, interlocutors then either accept this
positioning or attempt to resist it by countering it with a riposte. The success of such a challenge
depends on the balance of power between the source and target of the speech act. Speech acts are thus
analogues to Michel Foucault’s (1972) statements, which he defines in The Archaeology of Knowledge
as communicators of verbal signs (82-83), the significance of which is negotiated as participants in a
discourse repeat them and gradually agree on their meaning.

For Foucault, statements become intelligible against the backdrop of the archive, which he
describes as the repository of past statements that participants determine are still relevant to a
particular discourse. To further the knowledge production process, new statements interact with
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Fig.3: Map depicting major towns and archaeological sites in the Petra region.
Map created by Emily Zhang. Used with permission.

To regulate Petra’s expanding tourism flows and booming tourism economy, Jordanian authorities
have strengthened the administrative link connecting the city and its surrounding communities with
the institutions of the central government in Amman. As a result, the Petra region—a rural backwater
during Ottoman times and the first four decades of Hashemite rule over Jordan (Reeves, 2020)—
became the target of successive management plans, each of which sought to strike a balance between
protecting the ancient Nabataean capital’s archaeological treasures and developing PAP for tourism
(Reeves, 2023, 3). Rarely, however, did members of Petra’s indigenous communities receive the
opportunity to substantively participate in the articulation of these plans (Akrawi, 2012, 49). Though
the latest management plan for the Petra region featured unprecedented community engagement in the
design process (Orbasli and Cesaro, 2020, 98-103), this one-off participation opportunity juxtaposes
the top-down structure and decision-making processes of the Petra Development and Tourism Region
Authority (PDTRA), the institution that governs the Petra region. Founded in 2009, the PDTRA is run
by a Board of Commissioners, each of whom are chosen by Jordan’s royally-appointed prime minister
(Akrawi, 2012, 48). On paper, then, accountability flows directly from PDTRA policymakers to the
prime minister’s office in Amman, while no such relationship links them to their constituents in the
Petra region.

Seen from the perspective of the Bidul and Layathna, the Petra region has undergone fundamental
transformations in the span of just over one generation. From tourism-related economic opportunities
to new government institutions, these changes constitute powerful impulses originating from outside
the Petra region that have the potential to influence political hierarchies and power dynamics within it.
This paper sheds light on these effects through answering the following research question: how have
governmental development policies impacted power relations among Petra’s indigenous communities?

To answer this question, we interviewed 56 Bidil/ and Layathna tribespeople over four visits to
the Petra region between August 2018 and January 2020. Through positioning theory analysis, we
analyze narratives propagated by Bidil and Layathna study participants concerning development
policies that have targeted these indigenous groups over the past 40 years. We find that the decision in
the 1980s to remove the Bidiil from Petra’s caves and resettle the tribe in Umm Sayhoun constitutes a
seminal event that has lodged itself in the collective memory of both the Bidii/ and the Layathna. This
event consequently occupies a salient position in narratives that entrepreneurs from Umm Sayhoun
and Wadi Musa, along with PDTRA decision-makers, propagate to explain present-day inequalities
between the Bidul and the Layathna, and to justify statements ascribing rights and duties within
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On a macro level, surpassing the million-visitor milestone in 2019 vindicated the idea that “in the
Middle East, tourism gets sick but does not die,” a phrase often repeated by Petra Development and
Tourism Region Authority (PDTRA) officials and the city’s indigenous Bidil and Layathna
tribespeople, 80% of whom make a living through work in Petra’s tourism sector (Kraishan, 2021).
After regional political instability stoked by the 2011-2013 Arab Uprisings brought about six straight
years of depressed tourism demand, the record-breaking numbers of 2019 represented the zenith of
three successive years of increases in tourist arrivals, both in Petra and across Jordan (Petra
Development & Tourism Region Authority, n.d.; Trading Economics, 2021a). Economically, these
gains manifested in the national tourism industry’s 19.8% contribution to Jordan’s gross domestic
product (GDP) in 2019, a five-year high (Knoema, n.d.). This bust-to-boom cycle repeated itself
following the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic in early 2020. After lockdowns and concerns over
infection slashed visitor numbers to less than 25% of their 2019 level in 2020 and 2021, arrivals to
Petra rebounded to 80% of their pre-pandemic high in 2022 (Jordan Times, 2023). Having welcomed
324,350 tourists in the first three months of 2023 alone (Mustafa, 2023), Petra looks likely to soon
break the million-visitor mark once again.

Petra Annual Visitor Numbers, 1984-2023
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Fig.2: Annual number of visitors to Petra, 1984-2023. Data for the years 1986-1991 is missing. Data obtained
from Petra Development & Tourism Region Authority (n.d.), Jordan Times (2023), and Mustafa (2023).

Despite the sector’s vulnerability to regional instability, pandemics, and other external shocks,
tourism development has emerged over the past four decades as a key pillar of the Hashemite
Kingdom’s economic growth strategy. As the country’s most recognizable tourist destination, the
Jordanian state’s efforts in this regard have long centered on Petra. Starting with King Hussein’s
successful drive to secure UNESCO recognition of Petra as a World Heritage Site in 1985, the
promotion of the ancient Nabataean Empire’s capital city on the international stage has brought the
region and its inhabitants into increasing contact with visitors from abroad (See Figure 2). Over the
past four decades, this encounter has had far-reaching consequences for indigenous communities in
and around Petra Archaeological Park (PAP). The most visible of these is the socioeconomic shift in
the region from livelihoods focused on semi-nomadic pastoralism and farming to work in the tourism
industry. The indigenous groups most profoundly impacted by this transformation are the Bidil tribe
of Umm Sayhoun and members of the Layathna tribal confederation living in Wadi Musa. Because
these towns border Petra (See Figure 3), expanding tourism flows created an opportunity for their
residents to make a living as entrepreneurs or workers in the souvenir and hospitality industry. As a
result, many Bidil and Layathna tribespeople participate in Petra’s tourism economy as souvenir
sellers or renters of donkey, horse, or camel rides within PAP, or as owners or employees of
restaurants and hotels in Wadi Musa.
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Abstract

Aim of the study: For four decades, Petra has constituted the focal point of efforts by the Jordanian state to
transform the Hashemite Kingdom’s tourism sector into the country’s economic engine. This study aims to
examine the impact of government development efforts on power relations between the Bidiil and Layathna, two
tribal groups indigenous to the Petra region whose lives and livelihoods have been transformed by increases in
tourism to the city since the 1980s.

Methodology: The study uses positioning theory to analyze 56 semi-structured interviews with Bidil and
Layathna tribespeople conducted over four fieldwork visits to the Petra region from August 2018 to January
2020.

Findings and conclusions: The study finds that the Jordanian government’s 1984 decision to remove the
Bididl from Petra’s caves and resettle the tribe in Umm Sayhoun has had far-reaching ramifications for the
balance of power between the Bidul and the Layathna. In the present day, the Bidil, Layathna, and Petra
Development and Tourism Region Authority instrumentalize the move to Umm Sayhoun in speech acts
questioning the Bidal’s self-ascribed right to work in the local tourism economy as equal citizens of the Petra
region.

Keywords: Positioning Theory, Power; Tourism, Development,Government policy, Petra

1. Introduction

In November 2019, a normal day at the start of the winter tourism season suddenly became a
scene of jubilant festivities as tourists, government officials, and residents of Petra, Jordan, celebrated
the arrival of Alison Carey, the millionth person to visit the city that year. By year’s end, this humber
had risen to 1.14 million, a record for Petra, whose ancient Nabataean ruins serve today as the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan’s most popular tourist destination.
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Fig.1: Map of Jordan depicting Petra and the country’s capital city, Amman.
Map created by Emily Zhang. Used with permission.
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Fig.(34): A painting representing the hunting process of lions from the site of Tell Barsip.
https://www.arab-ency.com/_/details.artifacts.php?full=1&nid=166012
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Fig.(29): The front of a lion found on the inner corner of the sidewalks that surround the entrance to the
gate of the Aramean palace (the Citadel) in Hama.
http://znobia.com/archive/?page=show_det&select page=5&id=6510
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Fig.(30): Lion of the main gate of the Aramean palace (the Citadel) in Hama
Riis, 1990, Fig.22

Fig.(31): A fragment with a lion on it from the site of Tell Barsip
Dangin, 1936, fig.112
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Fig.(26): The northern lion of the eastern gate of the city at the site of Arslan Tash
Dangin, 1931, PL.VI

Fig.(27): A lion at the western gate of the city at the site of Arslan Tash
Albenda, 1988, Fig.14

Fig.(28): Lions the northern gate of the city at the site of Arslan Tash
http://www.esyria.sy/eragga/index.php?p=stories&category=places&filename=200805112225028
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Fig.22: Relief on it is a lion bending its legs and standing on its back two gods from Carchemish
Bittel, 1976, fig.285

Fig.23: Relief on it a lion bending its legs, and above it the th fing _Kubaba from Carchemish
Bittel, 1976, fig.289

Fig.24: The southern lion of the main gate of the Assyrian temple at Arslan Tash site
Dangin, 1931, PL.1II

Fig.25: The northern lion of the main gate of the Assyrian temple at Arslan Tash site
Dangin, 1931, PL.1II
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Fig.18: Basalt stone column base with two identical lions engraved on both sides from Carchemish
Woolley, 1952, Fig.B32

Fig.19: Limestone relief engraved with a winged lion frm Carchemish
Woolley, 1952, Fig.B29

Fig.20: A relief of limestone with a lion roaring from Carchemish
Woolley, 1952, Fig.B11

Fig.21: Relief with a winge roaring lion on p of his ad, a human head fro Carchemish
Woolley, 1952, Fig.B14
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Fig.14: A man Kills a lion, relief from the lower part of the wall of the rear facade of the temple at Tell Halaf
Oppenheim, 1939, PL.XXIB

Fig.15: A scene representing a fight between a lion and a bull, the lower part of the wall of the rear facade
of the temple at Tell Halaf
Oppenheim, 1939, PL. XXVIA

Fig.16: A scene representing a winged lion with a man's head above his head, the lower part of the wall of
the rear facade of the temple at Tell Halaf
Oppenheim, 1939, PL. XXXIVA

Fig.17: A basalt carving representing a procession of a god or a king, and two stone lions from Carchemish
were carved on both sides of the base.
Woolley, 1952, Fig.B15
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Fig.10: Relief of a winged lion roaring from Zingirli
Pottier, 1921, fig.75

Fig.11 :One of the lions in the facade of the temple in Tell Halfa
Oppenheim, 1939, PL.XIIA

Fig.12 :A lioness relief in the main facade on the left of the main entrance to the temple at Tell Halaf.
Oppenheim, 1939, PL.IXA

Fig.13: Scene representing a lion chasing a chariot, relief of the lower part of the wall of the rear facade of
the temple at Tell Halaf
Oppenheim, 1939, PL. XIXA
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Fig.6: A lion that was foun outside t site, lying on the groﬂhdsin Tell Tayinat.
Harrison, 2012, fig.1

Fig.7: The Lions of the City Gates from Zingirli
Pottier, 1921, fig.6

Fig.8: A statue of a king or God with two lions from Zingirli on either side.
Bittel, 1976, fig.303

Fig.9: A cornerstone of a lion roaring from Zingirli
Pottier, 1921, fig.78



655 khattab

.
—__——

Fig.2: The lion of the main facade of the Temple of Ain Dara
https://ar.wikipedia.org
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Fig.3: The sfbne'bloks of the crouching lions in the Ain Dara temple
https://ar.wikipedia.org

Fig.4: The huge lion that was found in the western hill at the site of Ain Dara
https://ar.wikipedia.org

Figj.: CoIn bas from Temp Il at Tell Tayinat
Harrison, 2005, fig 6
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B) Technical features of carved lions dating back to the ninth century BCE:

During this century, we notice the emergence of new subjects in sculptured lions (lion with a
man's head, two-headed lion, lion with a woman's head, winged lion, symmetrical lions and realistic
lion), in addition to ignoring highlighting the physical and subtle details of the sculpted form. We can
say here that this style is abstract in sculpted lion shapes.

C) The artistic features of the carved lions of the eighth century BCE:

Moving to the 8" century BCE, we see that the size of the head is proportional to the size of the
body and it is rich in details and precision of carving. The head was carved out of the stone block, the
mouth is open (the lion is roaring), the chest has a large curve which gives the scene the impression of
the offensive state, the agility of sculpting the body and its fluidity and avoiding corners in favour of
detours, the four legs were carved strong bearing decoration which suggests that they were dressed for
a shield that covered the entire foot, taking care of the carved claws details, in addition to the hair of
the mane which is flame-shaped and extends clearly to the lower abdomen. This style of hair belongs
to characteristics the flame and frond school, this school thrived in the early 1% millennium BCE in
North-Syria and its main centre where the products were made is located in Tell Halaf. (Herrmann,
1989).

We found a special case in Arslan Tash's sculptures, a feature (the fifth foot) appeared to give a
new movement to the carved shape.

Table (1)

The lion’s | Provenance Period Dimensions Material Shape

number

Fig.2 Ain Dara — The main | 950-750 BCE 1.64mx1.10m | Basalt Relief
facade of the temple x0.28m
— main entrance

Fig.4 Ain Dara - main 950-750 BCE 2.70m Height | Basalt Statue
facade of the temple
— main entrance

Fig.5 Tell Tayinat — 8™ Century BCE 0.77m Height | Basalt Column Base
Building (I1)

Fig.6 Tell Tayinat — 738 BCE 1.6m Length Basalt Statue
Building (I1) 1.3m Height

Fig.7 Zingirli — City gates | 730 BCE - Basalt Statues

Fig.8 Zingirli - Building (J) | 10" — 9th Century BCE | 3.70m Height | Basalt Statue

Fig.9 Zingirli 9th Century BCE 1.25m Height | Basalt Corner Stone

Fig.10 Zingirli 9th Century BCE - Basalt Relief

Fig.11 Tell Halaf — Main 1000 - 900 BCE - Basalt Statue
facade of the temple

Fig.12 Tell Halaf — Main 1000 - 900 BCE 3m Height Basalt Relief
facade of the temple

Fig.13-14- | Tell Halaf — Main 1000 - 900 BCE - Basalt Reliefs

15-16 facade of the temple

Fig.17 Carchemish - 850-750 BCE - Limestone | Statue
western gate entrance

Fig.18 Carchemish - north- | 850-750 BCE - Limestone | Column Base
western end of the
Acropolis

Fig.19 Carchemish - the 850-750 BCE 1.5mx1.10m Limestone | Relief
eastern gate of the
inner city

Fig.20-21 | Carchemish 850-750 BCE - Limestone | Reliefs

Fig.22 Carchemish 9t Century BCE 2.47m Height | Limestone | Relief
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the wall carved within it to the viewer. It is noteworthy that this pattern of lions is the oldest as it dates
back to the tenth century BCE which can be considered the beginning of the Iron Age in Syria.

The main purpose of placing the reliefs that belong to the second group in the building was to
decorate the building wall, as it came with a great diversity in the subjects. In the reliefs portraying
real lions in the pattern of movement, which dates back to the tenth and ninth centuries BCE, the lions
were engraved individually, and the physical details were not taken care of.

In this style, the artist wanted to document the process of hunting lions by the king and his
courage or wanted to document the strength of the lion by defeating other animals in nature. We note
here that the artist also did not mean to highlight the physical details of the carved lion, unlike the
group of anthropomorphic ones. Rather, he tried to document the general scene only, and these reliefs
were dated over three centuries -the tenth, ninth, and eighth centuries BCE-.

4. conclusion
From the above we can conclude these results:

A precise observation of the many different pieces studied in this paper can reveal a number of
interesting issues. In terms of the material used for these statues and reliefs, most of them were made
from the strong solid basalt stone. An exception occurred in Carchemish where limestone was used to
manufacture the lion monuments, unlike the case in Assyria, where marble was used. Also, we can
conclude that the artists focused on representing male lions in most of the sculptures found in all
Syrian sites, while female lions (the lioness) were rarely represented (apart from the facade of the
Temple of Tell Halaf where a lioness was carved (Fig. 12). Most of reliefs and statues depicted male
lions).

On the other hand, the carvings placed within the buildings served several functions. They were
either to decorate the architectural construction (decorating the outer walls of Ain Dara temple, Tal
Halaf temple, the outer walls of cities and palaces), or to play a role of protection and guarding to the
major cities (statues of lions erected at the main gates of most cities), or to serve an architectural
function, like many carvings used as bases for huge stone columns within the building (Tell Tayinat
temple (Fig. 5) and (Fig. 18) from Carchemish), or as bases for huge statues at the entrance of
buildings (Tell Halaf Temple (Fig. 11), Carchemish (Fig. 17), or as orthostats (stone reliefs placed at
the bottom of the building’s facade wall to protect it architecturally (for example: the reliefs on the
walls of the Ain Dara temple, and the walls of Tell Halaf temple).

Through this study, we were able to identify the distinctive artistic features of lion carving in
Syria over the first millennium BCE centuries. We also identified the distinctive features of each
period separately. We also traced the development of this art through the centuries and revealed the
following.:

A) technical features of carved lions in the eleventh and tenth centuries BCE:

It is noticeable that the lions here had these special features: the size of the head is large and
inconsistent with the size of the body; the neck is inconspicuous and covered with felt; the shape of the
chest with an elongated coil and little prominence does not suggest the brutality of the attack; the four
legs were simply carved and their muscles and their details were not highlighted, which suggests that
the artist was paying attention to the artistic aspect and decoration and moving away from realism.
Additional movements were meant for artistic purposes only (such as the lines that decorate the area
under the ears of Ain Dara lion, and the decorations of the area under the body of Tell Halaf lion). In
addition, we notice more dependence on the straight angles than the detours ones, as we notice them in
several places (decorating the ends, especially the front carving of the claws, the end of the back mane
in the form of a geometric decoration and the end of the chest mane in form of a straight line) and
finally, the appearance of carved stone blocks, with lion shapes in front. All this indicates the luxury in
the artist’s work.
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It is divided into:

2.3.A The hunting of lions

These reliefs were found at Tell Halaf (Figs. 13,14) (Oppenheim, 1939), at Carchemish (Fig. 22)
(Bittel, 1976), and at Tell Barsip (Fig. 34) (Dangin, 1936). They represent one of the most important
practices that prevailed during the first millennium BCE in Syria and Mesopotamia, namely, the sport
of hunting, and this sport was associated with the king in person, as it highlights his strength and
greatness by representing him while defeating the most powerful animals in nature. His people
engraved the victory through reliefs representing the process of hunting lions.

These reliefs are similar to each other in terms of the general theme, which is the process of
hunting and killing lions; thus, the artist did not care to show the anatomical details of the carved
lion’s body. (Fig. 34 in Tell Barsip) and sculptured the lion in a state of surrender and submission to
the man who kills him with an arrow or dagger, as in (Fig. 14) in Tell Halaf, and (Fig. 22) in
Carchemish.

2.3.B the scenes of the lions fighting with other animals

This type of sculptures was found on the walls of Tell Halaf temple (Fig. 15) (Oppenheim, 1939).
The scenes of the lions also have unclear anatomical details. The reliefs represent a fight between a
lion and a bull. And the artist highlighted the lion’s strength and dominance by representing it as
defeating other animals.

3. Analytical study of the studied patterns

Through this investigation of the various styles of lion representation in sculpture, we can
conclude the following:

We find that each style of the lions produced through this study has specific characteristics and
functions with a unique type and style, as we notice in the single standing lions pattern that they were
carved in a huge size to be placed on the cities' gates, temples and palaces, to perform functions of
guarding and protection. The artist carved specific details to show that; the face, for example, reflects
a state of anticipation and readiness; also a pattern of brutality has been applied through roaring for
example and this is meant to create fear and panic in the heart of the person coming to this building.

The characteristics of the lions in the previous group differ from those of the lions that were
represented in a state of movement, because of the fifth foot that was added to create the posture of
anticipation. We see an example of this movement in the Assyrian carvings in Mesopotamia (bulls and
lions) and this leads us to conclude that there is a clear Assyrian influence and qualities through the
gracefulness and fluidity of the body, in addition to paying special attention to the physical details of
the carved lion with high accuracy. This group dates back to the eighth century BCE, unlike the
previous group, which dates to an earlier period (the ninth century BCE).

By moving to the symmetrical carved lions, we find that they all share the function and purpose of
placing them within the architectural building, as they serve two main functions: the first is decorative,
as it decorates the base of the column or the statue standing above it, and the second is architectural, as
it performs the function of a pillar for the base carrying the weight of the column or the statue standing
on top of it. These Symmetrical lions date back to the ninth and eighth centuries BCE, and the
movement positions in which they were sculpted differed: they are either crouching or animated (one
of the two legs advances over the other). With these features, they are different from both standing
guard and carved lions with two front and side movements.

As for the stone lions that were not liberated from the stone blocks to be within the wall of the
facade, they have several functions. The first is an ornamental one for the wall, the second is
supporting the wall, and the third is a guarding function as the artist highlighted the brutal qualities in
the face of the carved lion, and this pattern leaves an impression as if the lion will emerge from inside
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full lion, the artist engraved writings and texts to please the ruler on both left and right sides of the lion
(we find this in some Arslan Tash sculptures) (Fig. 28) (Dangin, 1931).

The sculptures of this style are characterized by the roughness of expression, looking forward and
the clear appearance of the fangs. Those sculptures were carved to be placed on the wall, to serve a
decorative and architectural function, in addition to supporting the wall.
The second group: reliefs with lion figures

By this style we mean the lions carved on the surface of the stone panels. Those ones were placed
on the outer and inner walls of official buildings such as temples and palaces. The purpose of placing
these stone frescoes was to protect the bases of the walls by covering them (Orthostats). But they also
served artistic and decorative purposes by engraving and sculpting different scenes including lions.

In view of the diversity of these reliefs, they are divided into:
2.1 Reliefs engraved with a real lion in motion

This group dates to the tenth and ninth centuries BCE.

The artist engraved these reliefs with forms of lions as he saw them in nature and represented
them while they were stepping to the right or left. The lion appeared alone, as no other form was with
it.

Reliefs of this style were found at the site of Ain Dara (lion reliefs in the main facade of the
temple at the main entrance) (Fig.2), at the site of Tell Halaf (the lion in the main facade of the temple
to the left of the main entrance) (Fig. 12) (Oppenheim, 1939), and at the site of Zingirli (a relief
representing a lion at the outer door of the citadel in the city (Fig. 9) (Pottier, 1921), and at the site of
Tell Barsip (Fig. 31) (Dangin, 1936).

These carved lions have similar characteristics. They have somehow a graceful body, the mouth is
open (the lion is roaring), the fangs are clear, the muscles of the body are represented by curved lines,
the front leg is ahead of its companion, an oval-shaped bulge appears in the middle of the legs
representing the joints, and the tail that extends between the two hind legs is hooked.

2.2 Legendary lion reliefs
2.2.A Body of a lion with two heads (a man and a lion) and wings of a bird
This group dates back to the ninth century BCE.

The carvings of this style are characterized by a body of a lion with two wings, and two heads: the
first is of a lion, and the second is a human head carved above it.

This type of reliefs was found in Zincirli at the outer door of the citadel (Fig. 10) (Pottier, 1921),
in Carchemish (Fig. 21) (Pottier, 1920), and in Tell Halaf Temple (Fig. 16) (Oppenheim, 1939).

We note that these carvings in general were represented sideways (the body with the head), in
addition to the presence of a hat on the man's head, the hair hangs on the neck from the back with a
coiled end. The size of the lion’s head is consistent with the body, the lion's mouth is open, the tongue
is hanging, the wings are pictured as straight abstract, the legs are represented in a state of movement
and the tail rises from the body in the back in the form of (S) shape.

2.2.B winged lion
This group dates back to the ninth century BCE.
It was found in Carchemish (the eastern gate of the inner city (Fig. 19) (Woolley, 1952).

The mouth is sculpted open, the ears are bouncing behind the head, the ribs are in motion and the
front legs are slender unlike the back legs which are thicker.

2.3 Reliefs representing lions with other scenes
This group dates back to the tenth, ninth and eighth centuries BCE.

In this style, the artist wanted to embody real scenes he saw in nature, so the lion was represented
with other figures.
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1.2 Symmetrical Lions?

These lions were represented in the form of two identical adjoining double lions, and the purpose
of carving them was to be based on columns or statues. Here, too, the artist represented the lion to be a
similar image to the natural (realistic) lion, but the movement positions that he embodied the lion in
differed, and it is also divided into:

1.2.A Twin Lions (Columns or Statues)
This group dates back to the ninth century BCE.

This style of lion carvings was executed to be a stone base for a statue of a king or a god, and due
to this architectural function, it is divided into:

- Sculptures of twin lions which are the bases of the statues

Sculptures of this style are characterized by the fact of depicting the lions in a state of submission
to the man holding their manes. We note that the size of the lion’s head is inconsistent compared to the
size of the body.

The legs are somewhat short compared to the body and end with pronounced claws. The two lions
were depicted in motion status. In the image of the left lion the right front foot is ahead of the other,
and vice versa in the right one. The lion carvings of this style were found at the site of Carchemish (a
basaltic carving representing a procession of a god or a king, found at the western entrance of the inner
city's western gate (Fig. 17) (Pottier, 1920), and at the site of Zincirli (a basaltic carving representing a
worshiping man or a god with a symmetrical lion at its base (Fig. 8) (Bonatz, 2000).

- Sculptures of symmetrical lions as column bases

The lion carvings here are characterized by the head being proportional to the body, the ears are
large and protruding back, the mouth is open, the fangs are clear, the eyes are almond and large, the
tail hangs between the hind feet with a hooked end, the legs are short and also represented in a state of
movement. The lion carvings of this style were found at the site of Carchemish (the base of a column
at the northwest end of the citadel in Medina (Fig. 18) (Woolley, 1952).

1.2.B Crouching twin lions
This group dates back to the eighth century BCE.

The lion sculptures in this style are characterized by their representation in a sitting state (the lion
is crouching). The two lions are identical in description: the head is large and proportional to the body,
the eyes are almond-shaped, there are three lines on the cheeks representing wrinkles of the face
caused by a grimace, the nose is large and flat, the mouth is open, large ears prominent to the back of
the head are clear, a circular collar is engraved around the head with transverse lines on it, the mane is
made like a shield, the mane is made with fiery hair, the ribs are strong and the claws are clear. This
type was found on the main facade of Building Il at Tell Tayinat (a stone pillar base engraved with
two crouching lions on both sides (Fig. 5) (Bittel, 1976).

1.3 Carved stone blocks with a facade lion
This group dates back to the tenth century BCE.

This pattern of lions is carved to be single and real, as no mythical patterns of these lions were
found. They were carved standing immobile (the two front legs are fixed). The sculptured lions of this
style were found at the site of Tell Hama (the lion statue at the main gate entrance of the citadel) (Fig.
29) (Brown, 2008), at the site of Arslan Tash (the two huge lions found at the northern gate of the city)
(Fig. 28), at the main gate of the Assyrian temple in the city ( the northern lion, Fig. 25) (Dangin,
1931), and at the site of Ain Dara (The front side's lions that form the bases of the main and chapel
facade of the temple, which are 28 sculptures) (Fig. 3) (Abu Assaf, 1991).

This type of carving is characterized by the presence of a lion's front only, meaning that after the
artist cut the stone block to be carved, the lion was carved in the front of the stone block deciding
(head, front body, and front legs), and left the back of the stone block without carving. Representing a

2 This art formed the basis for the art of arabesque, which later spread globally.
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Moving to the site of Tell Barsip, where two huge lion statues were found (Figs. 32-33) at the
eastern gate of the city (thrown on the ground), it is likely that they adorned it before it was destroyed
(the first in the east and the second opposite it in the west) (Dangin, 1936).

The typological study

The representations of lions in Syria in the period between 11" and 8" centuries B.C.E can
be divided into two main groups: Lion Statues and Orthostatic Reliefs.

The first group: the anthropomorphic lions
1.Lion statues

This group includes the lions that were carved in natural form with huge stone blocks in a shape
of real lions (but not reliefs), and it is divided into:

1.1 Singular lions (Fig.4, 7, 11, 30, 32, 33):

These lions were carved individually, and their location was in the architectural block of gates to
protect the city, the temple or the palace and they are also divided into:

1.1.A Lions standing:
This group dates back to the ninth and eighth centuries BCE.

In this type sculptures were classified as real lions due to the standing position sculpted by the
artist in a state of readiness and anticipation and this type of lions was placed at the gates of the city's
official buildings. The carvings of this style have been found at the site of Ain Dara (the statue of a
lion on the western slope of the tell) (Fig. 4), at the site of Zincirli (the city's five lions) (Fig. 7)
(Pottier, 1921), at the site of Tell Halaf (the lions of the main temple-palace facade) (Fig. 11)
(Oppenheim, 1939), at Tell Hama (the main gate of the royal palace in the city) (Fig. 30) (Fugmann,
1958), and at the gate of Tell Barsip (Fig. 32, 33) (Dangin, 1936).

Lion sculptures of this style have physical characteristics that distinguish them from the rest of the
other styles:

The legs were implemented in a position where the left rear leg is ahead of its companion, the
front legs are fixed, and the ribs are strong. We can say that the artist here is specifically concerned
with depicting the legs and related muscles. The size of the of lion carvings head in this style is large
and disproportionate with the body, the mouth is open and wide, the jaws are visible, the fangs are
very strong, the tongue appears, and the eyes are wide. The mane's hair is fiery in shape, extending
behind the head to the back, and down the abdomen too.

1.1.B Lions represented in motion:
This group dates back to the eighth century BCE.

Lions of this style were found at Arslan Tash site. There are three statues (the southern lion of the
main gate of the Assyrian temple in the city (Fig. 23) (Dangin, 1931), the two lions in the eastern gate
(Fig. 26) (Dangin, 1931) and the western gate of the city (Fig. 27). (Albenda, 1988)

The lion's sculptures of this style have a unique peculiarity which may have been a realistic
attempt by the artist in order to give two movements to the stereoscopic statue at the same time. This
may be the reason of the fifth foot that gives the impression of continuity movement as if the lion
moves with you, welcomes you in entering and accompanies you with exiting. By that the lion appears
as if it is watching people's movements.

We note the presence of distinctive and common characteristics of the lions carved in this style. In
addition to the fifth foot, it was distinguished by the graceful sculpting of the body and its flow, the
size of the head is carried out in order to be in harmony with the body, the eyes are rounded, the mouth
is open, the fangs appear, the ears are small, the ends of the mane's hair are flame-shaped and extend
on the lower abdomen which is also fiery in shape and the chest has a large curve which gives the
scene of an offensive state. The fifth leg is carved strong. The body decoration suggests that they wear
a shield covering the entire feet and the details of the carved claws have been taken care of.
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power at the time. In addition to the representation of lions in the process of Hunting, the role of the
lion during the Assyrian era continued to present the protector and guard of the architectural structures
in the city (Bertman, 2003).

Distribution of lion sculptures in Syria during the period between the 11" and 8" centuries B.C.

Sculptures of lions have been found in different parts of the Aramaic Kingdom in Syria in the
period between the 11" and 8" centuries BCE (Fig.1). They were found in large quantities in the
buildings of the northern regions of Syria, like Ain Dara, which was one of the richest sites with lion
sculptures. Inside the temple, twenty eight reliefs were found on which realistic and mythical forms of
lions were represented in addition to another twenty eight sculptures of anthropomorphic lions. A
sculpture of a huge anthropomorphic lion was found outside the temple (Abu Assaf, 1991).

At the site of Zincirli (the ancient city of Shamal), ten sculptures of various real and mythical
lions were found (Schloen & Fink, 2009). At the site of Tell Tayinat (the ancient city of Kinalua), two
carvings representing two basaltic lions were found (Harrison & Osborne, 2012).

In the buildings of the Syrian Al-Jazirah regions, large quantities of these carvings were also
found, as lions were found guarding them near all the gates of Arslan Tash site. Also, many reliefs and
statues came from inside Tel Halaf temple.

Two rare sculptures representing realistic lions were found in Hama region (central Syria). Only
one sculpture representing a legendary lion (Sphinx) came from Damascus (southern Syria), and this
sculpture is the only witness of this art in the Kingdom of Damascus during this period.

The huge lion statue that was found at the foot of the western tell in Ain Dara (Fig. 4), and the
huge lion statue that was found lying on the ground outside tell Tayinat (Fig. 6) (Harrison, 2012) are
assumed to be erected at one of the main gates of the city, but, due to their huge size, they were found
outside the city and far from the official buildings outside the city.

In Zincirli, five huge stone lions (Fig. 7) were found within a hole, 12 meters away from the inner
gate of the city; it is certain that these lions surrounded this huge gate. They were arranged in pairs,
and this requires the presence of a sixth lion, which has not been detected through the excavations yet.

It seems that the lions were transferred to the hole that formed a large hill when the city fell. In the
level directly above the lions, a layer of burnt reeds was found, and the colour of the floor adjacent to
this level was reddish. This indicates that a large fire took place over the irregularly buried lions inside
the hole (Ussishkin, 1970). Also, in the city of Zincirli near the outer wall of the city, it is likely that
the reliefs which were found thrown on the ground adorned one of the walls (Figs. 9, 10)." Artists
during the Iron Age period decorated the outer wall facades of the cities' important buildings with
reliefs representing animal scenes and mythical creatures, as, for example, on the walls of the Ain
Dara temple, and the walls of Tell Halaf temple. In Building (J) in the city of Zincirli (Fig. 8), it is
likely that the statue erected on a stone base and decorated with two lions (Bonatz, 2000) belonged to
a king because the art of representing lions is a royal art associated with strength and prestige, and we
think that it was in one of the two rooms located in the far south of the building that formed the front
side of it. On the other hand, the carving that was found in Carchemish site, west of the western gate
entrance (Fig. 17), represents a procession of a god or a king and two lions were carved on both sides
of the base (Woolley, 1952). This carving was possibly placed in one of the official buildings inside
the city, as this art is royal and cannot be found in the homes of common people. This excavate
location is an indication that it was moved to this place when the city fell and was occupied, and the
statue of the distorted lion found at the southern gate of the inner city in Carchemish was certainly one
of the statues that adorned this gate. It is likely that the carving which was found thrown on the ground
near the eastern gate of the inner city (fig. 19) was also adorning one of its walls (Woolley, 1952). In
the same site there is also a column base lying on the ground at the north-western end of the Acropolis
decorated with two lions on the side (Fig. 18) (Woolley, 1952). We found this type of columns in the
city of Zincirli, and in Tell Tayinat (Fig. 5) (Akurgal, 2001). These columns were erected at the
entrances of the city's important buildings at that time.

I For more information on the decorative elements on the southern city gate of Zingirli, see: Pucci 2015.
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Moreover, this research conducts a statistical study of the sculptures of lions whether they were
statues or reliefs and highlights the points of similarity and difference among them.

It is noticeable that huge stone blocks were used to give those sculptures reality with a natural
look trying to simulate the real animal. On the other hand, the positions of these lions also differed:
there were lions carved in a standing position, others carved in a moving position (one of the hind feet
advances over the other, in addition to the sculpted statues with fifth foot), and crouching lions. In
addition, reliefs were found engraved with lively scenes representing the hunting of lions, and the
lions fighting with other animals.

The beginnings of representing of the lion in ancient Near East

The oldest appearance of lions in Syria came from the site of Habuba Kabira, where an amulet
made of greenish marble (Alabaster) in the form of a lion was found. This piece dates back to 3500-
3200 BCE (Stromenger, 1975), where the lion symbolized control and strength in people’s life at that
time.

We believe the lion was one of many symbols of gods during the third millennium BCE (the god
Ningirsu for example). While during the second millennium BCE, it appears as an accompaniment to
the goddess Ishtar in all works of art (as in the inauguration of King Zimri Lim in Mary) (Kohlmeyer,
1985).

When we talk about the role of the lion in Syria, we can say that it had played many and varied
roles in people’s thoughts over the ages. It was guarding the entrances to religious buildings during the
ancient Bronze Age (about 2650 BCE) as at the entrance to the god (Dagan) temple in Mari. The first
appearance of the composite animal (the lion eagle) was in the city of Mari, and it was in the form of a
necklace or amulet at the same time.

During the second millennium BCE, the role of the lion became a companion to the gods and a
symbol of goddess Ishtar, as in the inauguration painting of King Zimri Lim in Mary (Parrot, 1937).

Around the fifteenth century BCE (the new Bronze Age) the representation of the lion had been
seen on pots and weights, as in the weights found in Ugarit and the pottery cup in the form of a lion
(Kohlmeyer, 1985).

However, the lion played other roles since ancient times in the civilizations neighbouring Syria.

In Mesopotamia, it first appeared to embody the role of a predator and a killer of domestic
animals; it became, as we mentioned earlier, the main enemy of man in that period. Yet, we can say
that in time man went over his fear of the lion and began to hunt and prepare ambushes for it (as in the
obelisk of hunting lions) (Alnawab, 2003).

In the period of the Sumerian city-states (2800-2370 BCE), the first incarnation of a composite
lion (the lion eagle) appeared as a relief found in the oval temple, the topic here showed a fight among
lions and a compound mythical animal. (Alnawab, 2003)

The lion remained a symbol of power and supremacy during the Akkadian period (2371-2230
BCE), while during the period of the third dynasty of Ur (new Sumerian period) around (2132-2024
BCE) it appears to represent the role of a predator of the animals in nature again. We see this kind of
subject in a lot of cylinder seals. (Alnawab, 2003).

After the fall of the third dynasty of Ur at the hands of the Elamites and the advent of the Old
Babylonian period (about 1595-2004 BCE), the role of the lion changed from being described as the
enemy to being described as the guardian and protector of buildings on the gates (Figure 8). This
continued during the Kashi period, and became one of the most important symbols of the border stone
(Kodoro) (Alam, 1996).

In the period of the Assyrian state during the fourteenth century BCE, we note the interest of the
Assyrian kings in representing lions in a large way and portraying them in sculptural works. The idea
of hunting lions returned again and became one of the favorite sports to the kings to indicate their
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Abstract

The decoration of gates and important monuments with artistic pieces in form of lions was a characteristic
of the Iron Age in Syria. Lions depicted in reliefs or lion statues in different positions were uncovered
abundantly in different parts of Syria. This paper aims at investigating the role of these  decorations in
understanding the religious and social aspects of the inhabitants of Syria in the period extending from the 11th to
the 8th century B.C.

We can see that since the emergence of the first civilizations, religious thought has a clear impact on artistic
production features in terms of general shape and subject. The ancient inhabitants feared the dangerous forces
that beset them. So, they embodied those in various human, animal, or even complex animal bodies.

This study is concerned with lion sculptures that appeared with abundance in all regions of Syria from the
eleventh to eighth centuries B.C.E., as they were represented in the cities, inside the buildings and at city gates,
and played both constructive and decorative roles .

It is clear that each city had its own distinctive style in ways of expressing its art. Moreover, it is noticeable
that the artists tried to simulate the real animals by using huge stone blocks to give those sculptures reality with a
natural look. Also, we can see that there were two types of carved lions: the first was carving a unique style for
every piece and the other was carving two identical lions, representing different positions of the animal with
different techniques.

The study will focus on the artistic and technical styles of representing lions in Syria to track their
development and understand its role in the ancient people’s minds.

Keywords: Lion, Syria, Buildings, Iron Age.

Introduction

This research deals with a number of artistic pieces depicting the lion in an important period of
Syria’s history, namely, the part of the Iron Age extending from the eleventh to the eighth century
BCE. The excavations conducted in some of Iron Age sites unearthed many buildings, temples, and
palaces adorned with wonderful pieces of art representing human and animal statues and mythical
creatures.

This study is concerned with lion sculptures. These sculptures appeared abundantly in all regions
of Syria and were represented in the cities inside the buildings and at city gates and played both
constructive and decorative roles. In terms of the artistic features of these lion sculptures, it is worth
mentioning that each city had its own distinctive style in the ways of expressing its art. (Osborne,
2012)

The importance of this research lies in shedding light on one of the most important art forms of
the ancient East during the first millennium BCE, namely, the art of representing lions within the
buildings in Syria. The research focuses on the artistic and technical styles and their development
through the centuries; it also tries to identify the artistic features in the Syrian regions during the
period under investigation.

© 2023 AYHSS Publishers / Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan. All Rights Reserved.
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