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The Counter-Sublime and the Modernist Poem: The poet’s Relationship to his
Predecessors in the “Qafiyah min ajl al-mu'allaqat”

Sami Ababneh, Associate Professor, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Arts,
University of Jordan.

Abstract

This paper explores the rediscovery of the modernist poets’ relationship to their great predecessors. The
modernist poem in Arabic poetry appears problematic at the vision and form levels in their relations to traditions
of Arabic poetry. This relationship varies in its appearance and concealment among poets, but it never ceases.

The paper depends on the premise that modern poets seek to place themselves among great poets. This
happens due to their feeling of being late and desire to sublime this relationship beyond the state of “the anxiety
of influence.” It employs critical theories that address this relationship, particularly what was presented by
Harold Bloom.

The discussion is divided into two sections: theoretical, in which the theory is clarified, and practical, in
which the idea is enriched by studying the case of Mahmoud Darwish’s poem “Qafiyah min ajl al-mu'allaqat.”

The study concludes that modernist poets feel the need to prove their connection to the traditions of Arabic
poetry. They insist on establishing a link between their poetics and what preceded them. This is to protect their
poetics and place themselves among the group of great poets. Analyzing the poem “Qafiyah min ajl al-
mu'allaqat” reveals that it summarizes this relationship. It presents Mahmoud Darwish’s poetic biography and
his experience on three levels: the personal (historical), the intellectual, and the poetic, and that Darwish elevates
everything that he saw as a power of his predecessors and in Arabic poetry through al-Mu'allaqat, to transcend
his anxiety about perish at the three levels regarding the power of time to achieve a modernist vision.

Keywords: Modernist poem, The anxiety of influence, Poetic traditions, Qafiyah min ajl al-mu'allagat.
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Arab-Islamic Influences in the Literature of Juan Gotisolo

Younes Shanwan, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Yarmouk University, Irbid,

Jordan.

Abstract

Juan Gotisolo is an example of a free and enlightened intellectual, who is open to other cultures besides his
Spanish culture, especially the Arab-Islamic culture, and this research aims to trace these influences that he
expresses his explicit influence, and his entire author may be based on an Arab-Islamic idea. His influence on
Islamic mysticism has appeared in many of his works, and this may be reflected in some of his works in Spanish
and in some of his translations into Arabic. As for the Arab-Islamic presence in Andalusia, the author shows that
he played a fundamental role in shaping Spanish identity; Juan was a defender of humanitarian issues and a
champion of the weak and oppressed in the world, an example of which is his novel “The Siege of Sieges” and
the crimes committed by the Serbs in Bosnia and Herzegovina. His support of the Palestinian cause in the face of
the Zionist enemy in word and deed was one of his most prominent humanitarian stances.

Keywords: Juan Goytisolo, Islamic mysticism, Arab-Islamic influence.
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The Effect of Using Total Body Resistance Training on Some Physical and Physiological
Variables for Football Players in the State of Palestine

Oday Adel Daraghmeh and Islam M Abbas, Sport Science Department, Arab American University,
Palestine.

Abstract

The study aims to design a training program using whole-body resistance exercises for football players and
to determine its effect on some physical and physiological variables (resting heart rate, maximal oxygen
consumption, vital capacity) of the studied football players. The researchers employed an experimental method
with a single-group design, utilizing pre-test, post-test, and follow-up measurements to suit the nature of the
study. The total population of the research consists of players from the academies of Tubas Sports Club, aged
between 18 - 20 years, with a total of 25 players. The study sample was purposively selected from the players of
Tubas Sports Club football academies and included 16 players as the main sample and 9 players for exploratory
study. In light of the study's objectives and hypotheses, the researchers concluded that the training program using
whole-body resistance exercises had a positive effect on some physical capabilities, favoring the post-test
measurement. It also positively impacted some physiological variables (resting heart rate, maximal oxygen
consumption, vital capacity), favoring the post-test measurement. The mean and standard deviation of resting
heart rate were 77.06 bpm and 1.56, respectively, while the mean and standard deviation of maximal oxygen
consumption were 62.12 ml/kg/min and 1.41, respectively. The mean and standard deviation of vital capacity
were 2.89 liters and 0.096, respectively. The researchers recommend the use of whole-body resistance exercises
in training programs for football players in this age group due to its clear impact on certain physical and
physiological variables under study. They also advocate for coaches' attention to incorporating whole-body
resistance exercises into progressively challenging training regimens to make them more engaging.

Keywords: Football, Resistance training, Physical variables, Physiological variables.
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The Attitude and Behavior of University Youth towards Active Citizenship: A Field
Study for Yarmouk University Students

Nadia I. Alhyasat, Department of Sociology and Social Service, Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract

This study aims to identify the attitude and behavior of university youth toward citizenship. The study
sample 300 female students from Yarmouk University. An electronic questionnaire was distributed to them and
the SPSS statistical analysis program for social sciences was used.

The study concluded that the attitude of Yarmouk University student towards active citizenship and that
there is a positive direct relationship between the student citizenship orientation and their behavior and that the
more positive thoughts and behavior , participation in volunteer work is considered one of the means that
enhances citizenship among university students due to the variables of gender and statistics between the attitude
and behavior of the student due to the variables of gender and college.

One of the most prominent recommendations reached by the study is to focus on volunteer’s social work
courses through teaching, conducting courses, seminars and charitable volunteer field work.

Keywords: Attitude, Behavior, Active citizenship.
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Attitudes of Saudi Journalists towards the Use of Artificial Intelligence in Saudi
Newspapers: An Analytical Study on a Sample of Saudi Journalists

Hisham Abdalla Alhag Mohamed, Department of Communication and Media, Faculty of Arts, King
Faisal University, Al-Hofuf, Saudi Arabia.

Abstract

The study aimed to know the attitudes of Saudi journalists towards the use of artificial intelligence in Saudi
newspapers, and the study used the analytical survey method with its quantitative and qualitative aspects, and the
number of sample members reached (38) Saudi journalists of both genders working in the field of Saudi
journalism, and the sample was taken in a simple random probability method, and the study relied mainly on the
questionnaire tool.

The study found a number of results, the most important of which is that 63% of the study sample members
have more than ten years of experience in the field of journalistic work, and the study found that 67.3% of the
sample members working in the field of Saudi journalism graduated from media institutes and colleges, and the
study also proved a statistically significant relationship between the use of artificial intelligence and increasing
reliance on it in the future in Saudi newspapers, and the study also found a statistically significant relationship
between the use of artificial intelligence and the presence of Multiple problems when used in Saudi newspapers.

Keywords: Attitudes, Artificial Intelligence, Saudi Journalists.
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The Degree of Use of Planning Skills by Physical Education Teachers from the
Perspective of Their Supervisors
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Abstract

The study aimed to identify the degree to which physical education teachers use planning skills from the
perspective of their supervisors. To achieve the study's objectives, the researchers employed the descriptive
survey method. A study tool, in the form of a questionnaire, was designed, consisting of 26 items distributed
across three domains: educational objectives and curriculum, knowledge of students, and supportive educational
environment. The sample included 64 supervisors (24 male and 40 female), representing 73.5% of the study
population, which comprised all physical education supervisors working under the Jordanian Ministry of
Education across various educational directorates in different governorates. The study's findings revealed that the
degree of planning skills usage was moderate across all domains and in the overall score. Additionally, no
statistically significant differences were found based on the study variables (gender, scope of supervision,
supervision level, or professional experience) in the degree of planning skills usage. However, significant
differences wer observed concerning the educational qualification variable, favoring bachelor’s degree holders.
The study recommended increasing the frequency of training courses and workshops for physical education
teachers and enhancing the supervisory role in monitoring the practical implementation of physical education
lessons in the field.

Keywords: Lesson planning skills, Physical education teachers, Physical education supervisors, Physical
education lessons.
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adopting functional equivalence translation strategy. According to Sun and Wan (2022), functional
equivalence becomes a continuous improved translation strategy which has great significance of
guiding the news translation practice. It allows for the adaptation of terms to convey the same
denotative meaning as the original, reflecting the importance of maintaining a meaningful and
communicative translation. Weston (1991) and Gémar (1995) emphasise the value of functional
equivalence, especially in the translation of legal texts, given their ability to bridge semantic gaps and
facilitate effective communication.

This analysis underscores the critical role of appropriate translation strategies, rigorous editing
processes, and a deep understanding of legal and cultural contexts in achieving accurate and consistent
translations, particularly in the domain of legal translation. Additionally, this study advocates for the
development of standardised glossaries and the utilisation of functional equivalence to enhance the
quality and coherence of translated legal texts.

Conclusions

This study has shed light on the complex nature of legal translation, particularly in criminal law.
Legal concepts that are deeply embedded in cultural and legal systems present inherent challenges to
translators, encompassing linguistic, cultural, and intra-system barriers. These barriers pose inevitable
hindrances that require careful consideration and appropriate translation strategies. This study’s
primary objective was to illuminate the translation strategies applied in the rendition of Saudi criminal
law terms found in Nazaha criminal news articles. The ultimate aim was to identify the most suitable
translation strategy to accurately render these terms in English. The analysis of qualitative and
quantitative data has revealed inconsistencies and discrepancies in the translations, directly impacting
the precision and fidelity to the original denotative meanings. The identified translation strategies—
functional equivalence, formal equivalence, descriptive translation, and translation using a neutral/less
expressive word—were critically evaluated. Functional equivalence emerged as the most effective
strategy, pivotal to successfully conveying the intended legal message and upholding the
communicative function of the source term. This strategy aligns well with the nuanced and intricate
nature of criminal law, ensuring the accurate transmission of legal nuances to the TL. Future research
should delve deeper into understanding these influences and their roles in shaping the selection and
application of specific translation strategies. In conclusion, this study highlights the importance of
judiciously selecting and applying translation strategies to tackle the inherent challenges of legal
translation, ultimately striving for accurate, consistent, and meaningful renditions of criminal law
terms in the ever-evolving legal discourse landscape.
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accusation’, Qabed indicates a capture upon investigation prior to issuing a legal statement, as
reflected in the target equivalent ‘arrested’.

This nuanced analysis underscores the intricacies and challenges of legal translation, particularly
in capturing the precise legal implications and connotations associated with terms like Qabed. The
choice of translation strategy significantly influences the fidelity of the translation, necessitating a
thorough understanding of both the legal and linguistic contexts for accurate and contextually relevant
translation.

Discussion

The comprehensive analysis presented earlier illuminates the prevalent translation strategies
employed in TTs to convey the original meanings of source terms. The frequency of each strategy’s
use is a revealing aspect of the translation process. Functional equivalence emerged as the most
frequently utilised strategy, accounting for 173 instances, demonstrating its significance in bridging
linguistic and cultural gaps while preserving the intended meaning of the ST. In close pursuit is formal
equivalence, with 147 instances, reflecting its importance in maintaining linguistic fidelity and
accuracy in the translation process. Descriptive translation strategy was the third most frequently used,
appearing in 11 instances. Finally, the strategy of employing a neutral or less-expressive word was
observed in nine occurrences, showcasing its selective use for specific contextual adaptations. This
distribution of strategies highlights the complex and multifaceted nature of legal translation, in which
a judicious choice of strategy is crucial to ensure a faithful and contextually relevant rendering of the
ST’s legal implications and nuances.

Table 4: Strategies applied to translate the source terms.

Strategies Used Frequency
Functional Equivalence 173
Formal Equivalence 147
Descriptive Translation 11
Translation by a Neutral/ Less Expressive Word 9

This analysis sheds light on the notable inconsistencies observed in the target equivalents of
selected source terms across various media platforms. The translation variations, such as ‘Misconduct’
and ‘Corruption’ for Fasad or the interchangeability of ‘Bribe’ and ‘Bribery’ for Rashwa, underscore
the lack of standardisation and quality assurance in the translation process. These inconsistencies
demonstrate the need for comprehensive editing and the establishment of standardised glossaries
within media platforms to maintain the accuracy and consistency of translated texts.

The study also highlights the importance of the consulted resources, including Qur’an, Hadith,
Saudi Royal Decrees, and monolingual dictionaries, in deriving accurate meanings of the source terms.
However, discrepancies between the target equivalents used by media platforms and the definitions
provided by these resources suggest misunderstandings or misinterpretations of the intended meaning
of the source terms. Some target equivalents, such as ‘Misconduct’, ‘Payoffs’, and ‘Convicted and
Handed Prison’, do not align with the accurate definitions derived from the referenced resources.

The extensive use of formal equivalence strategies (word-for-word translation) by media
platforms (147 instances) resulted in inaccuracies in conveying the intended meaning of source terms.
This underscores the need for translators to consider the limitations of this strategy, particularly in
legal translations, where rigid adherence to literal meanings may not effectively communicate the legal
and cultural nuances of the ST.

However, the successful application of the functional equivalence strategy in 173 instances by
media platforms demonstrates its effectiveness in accurately interpreting source terms. By examining
the above criminal law terms, we could infer that functional equivalence strategy can be the optimal
approach in guiding media translators and the practice of media translation. Considering the target
audience who are laymen of different backgrounds and expertise, media language has to be fully
comprehended to ensure well understanding of the target message, which can be applicable by
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The term Rashwa finds a justified definition in ‘bribery’. However, it is evident that some
translations in news articles offer partial equivalence for Rashwa, as they do not entirely capture the
parallel legal effect of the ST. This underlines the nuanced nature of legal translation, where achieving
precise equivalence, especially in conveying legal implications, can be challenging and may require
careful consideration and adaptation of strategies to ensure both accuracy and contextual relevance.

Qabed

A derivative of Qabed is mentioned in the Qur’an in verse no. 67: ‘And on the Day of
Resurrection, the whole of the earth will be grasped by His Hand’ (King Fahd Complex, 1969, p. 629—
630). The verse refers to Qabed as ‘someone’s grasp: in possession and under authority and ability’
(The Dictionary of Contemporary Arabic, 2008, p. 1768). Qabed is also mentioned in Hadith to
indicate possession in the context of trade dealings (°Abd al-Baqt, 1955, p. 1525).

According to The Dictionary of Contemporary Arabic (2008, p. 1767), Qabed is defined as being
arrested by an authority. In the Law of Criminal Procedure, Royal Decree No. 2013, Article 33, the
term Qabed falls under the meaning of arresting the accused against a crime charged with sufficient
evidence. The media platforms employed different translation strategies to translate Qabed, as shown
in the following table. According to Almallah (2009, p.204), arrest occurs when an order is issued to
detain the accused whether they are absent or on the run. An order to arrest and detain the accused
involves restricting their freedom for a specific period due to evidence.

Table 3: Target equivalents for ‘Qabed’.
Target equivalents for ‘Qabed’ | Frequency TTs Translation Strategy
Arrested(v.) (adj.)

the arrest of(n.)

127 All Functional equivalence

Translation by a Neutral/

Caught 2 Saudi Gazette Less Expressive Word
. . . |Translation by a Neutral/
Involved 1 Al Arabiya English Less Expressive Word
Convicted and Handed Prison 1 Saudi Gazette | Descriptive Translation
Have Been Charged 1 Al Arabiya English Translation by a Neutral/

Less Expressive Word

The table displays the target equivalents provided by the respective TTs, demonstrating the
diverse renderings of the term Qabed—all amounting to a total of 127 instances—through forms of the
word ‘arrest’. Employing the strategy of functional equivalence, terms such as ‘arrested’ and ‘the
arrest of” (Saudi Gazette, 2020c; Al Arabiya English, 2024b; Arab News, 2024b; Asharq Al-Awsat,
2024b; Nazaha Media Center, 2024d) were used, aligning with the definition of ‘arrest’ from the
Merriam Webster Dictionary (1993, p. 64), which defines it as ‘seize, capture, specifically: to take or
keep in custody by authority of law’. Consequently, ‘arrest’ effectively encapsulates the intended
meaning carried in the source term Qabed.

By contrast, the strategy of employing a neutral or less expressive word led to the use of ‘caught’
by Saudi Gazette (2024c) and ‘involved’ (2022) by Al Arabiya English. While ‘caught’ is the
adjective form of ‘catch’, defined as ‘to capture or seize, especially after pursuit’ (Merriam Webster
Dictionary, 1993, p. 182), and ‘involved’ is defined as ‘affected or implicated’ (ibid., p. 617), both
target equivalents fail to aptly express the meaning of arresting conveyed by Qabed.

Saudi Gazette (2021) opted for a descriptive translation strategy, rendering Qabed as ‘convicted
and handed prison’. However, this strategy does not effectively deliver the intended meaning of
Qabed, which implies the act of arresting someone involved in criminal behaviour. Al Arabiya English
(2020c¢) followed a similar descriptive translation strategy, rendering Qabed as ‘have been charged’.
While ‘charge’ is defined in the Merriam Webster Dictionary (1993, p. 192) as ‘to assert as an



293 BinSultan and AlShaye

Webster Dictionary (1993, p. 506) as ‘the acquisition of gain (such as money) in dishonest or
questionable ways. Also: illegal or unfair gain.” This definition effectively captures the acts that
Nazaha aims to combat on a daily basis—putting an end to the continuous damage caused by
individuals seeking mischief in the land. This aligns with both the Qur anic verse quoted in Nazaha’s
logo and the resolution issued by the Saudi Council of Ministers no. 43, 2007, titled ‘The National
Strategy for Maintaining Integrity and Combating Corruption’ (The National Center for Archives and
Records, 2022).

The varied translations of ‘Fasad’ and the strategies employed in each case underscore the
complexity of legal translation, especially when attempting to convey precise meanings that hold
significant legal and societal implications. The choice of strategy and the resulting translation
significantly impact how the intended message is perceived within the target legal and societal
frameworks. It is crucial for translators to strike a balance between linguistic accuracy and contextual
equivalence to ensure faithful and effective translations in the legal domain.

Rashwa

Rashwa is exclusively mentioned in Hadith, as narrated by Abu Hurairah: Allah’s Messenger
cursed the one who bribes and the one who takes bribes to influence the judgement. This Hadith refers
to Rashwa as what is given to invalidate a right or to fulfil a falsehood (Al-Sancani, 1997, p. 1411).
According to The Dictionary of Contemporary Arabic (2008, p. 897), the term Rashwa is defined as
‘something given without a right to fulfil an interest or to achieve a false or invalid right’. According
to Alsayyid (2016, p.75), bribery, in its technical sense, occurs when employees use their position for
personal gain by accepting gifts or promises from the employer in exchange for performing certain
tasks, refraining from work, or violating their duties.

The following target equivalents demonstrate the use of different derivatives of the term Rashwa
such as ‘rashi’ and ‘murtashi’.

Table 2: Target equivalents for ‘Rashwa’.

Target‘;e;:ll;;lv:‘lﬁnts for Frequency TTs Translation Strategy
Bribery 45 All Functional Equivalence
Bribe 19 All Formal Equivalence
Bribery Charges 2 Al Arabiya English | Descriptive Translation
The briber 2 Nazaha Media Center Translation by'a Neutral/
Less Expressive Word
Illegal payoffs 2 ASharq Al-Awsat Descriptive Translation

The table outlines the various equivalents used to translate the term Rashwa. The most frequently
employed translations are ‘bribery’ and ‘bribe’ (Asharq Al-Awsat, 2020b; Arab News, 2022; Al
Arabiya English, 2023; Nazaha Media Center, 2024c; Saudi Gazette, 2024b). According to the
Merriam Webster Dictionary (1993, p. 142), ‘bribery’ is an abstract concept referring to ‘“The act or
practice of giving or taking a bribe’, while ‘bribe’ is ‘money or favour given or promised in order to
influence the judgment or conduct of a person’. All TTs employed the strategy of functional
equivalence in translating Rashwa to ‘bribery’. However, they chose ‘bribe’ using formal equivalence,
which provides a partial equivalent by not explicitly rendering the illegal act depicted in ‘bribery’.

Contrary to addressing the action as a whole, Nazaha Media Center focused on the agent by
employing a semantic shift and the strategy of translation by using a neutral or less expressive word,
rendering Rashwa as ‘the briber’ (Nazaha Media Center, 2024b).

An alternative strategy was adopted by Al Arabiya English and ASharq Al-Awsat, wherein they
opted for descriptive translation, leading to unnecessary descriptions such as ‘bribery charges’ (Al
Arabiya English, 2023) and ‘illegal payoffs’ (Asharq Al-Awsat, 2020c), resulting in redundancy
within the TT. ‘Bribery’ and ‘payoff’ convey a complete meaning, denoting ‘the act of receiving
money or material gain as compensation’ (Merriam Webster Dictionary, 1993, p. 142-854).
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Table 1: Target equivalents for ‘Fasad’.
Target equivalents for

Fasid’ Frequency TTs Translation Strategy
Corruption 128 All Formal Equivalence
Misconduct 3 Arab News Translation by a Neutral/

Less Expressive Word

Corruption Charges 1 Al Arabiya English | Descriptive Translation
Corruption Cases 2 ASharq Al-Awsat Descriptive Translation
Corruption Acts 1 Saudi Gazette Descriptive Translation
Graft 1 Saudi Gazette Functional Equivalence
Crlmlnacla(s;gsrruptlon 1 Al Arabiya English | Descriptive Translation
Corrupt Individuals 1 Al Arabiya English | Descriptive Translation

The analysis reveals that several target equivalents have been utilised by the media platforms to
convey the meaning of ‘Fasad’. The majority, including the Nazaha Media Center, opted for
‘corruption’ as the translation, employing the strategy of formal equivalence (Al Arabiya English,
2020a; Saudi Gazette, 2020a; Arab News, 2021; Asharq Al-Awsat, 2021; Nazaha Media Center,
2024b). This resulted in 128 instances of ‘corruption’ in 40 news articles. ‘Corruption’ is defined as
the ‘impairment of integrity, virtue, or moral principle: depravity’ (Merriam Webster Dictionary,
1993, p. 261). Additionally, it is described as ‘dishonest or illegal behavior, especially by powerful
people (such as government officials or police officers)’ (Merriam Webster Dictionary, 1993, p. 261).
While ‘corruption’ aligns partially with the meaning of ‘Fasad’ by conveying illicit actions by people
in positions of power, it contradicts cases arrested by Nazaha, which involve residents and retired
laymen (Bureau of Experts at the Council of Ministers, 2019).

This choice of translation and strategy reveals the tension between the strict application of formal
equivalence aimed at linguistic accuracy and the need for contextual equivalence to ensure that the
translation captures the intended societal and legal nuances within the Saudi Arabian context. The
term ‘corruption’ may not fully encapsulate the broader scope of ‘Fasad’, as it primarily associates
with individuals in positions of authority, potentially excluding other societal segments implicated in
criminal activities according to Nazaha’s jurisdiction.

This discussion underscores the importance of considering both linguistic fidelity and contextual
appropriateness in legal translations, particularly when dealing with terms that hold complex and
multifaceted meanings and are deeply rooted in the legal and social framework of the source culture.
Legal translators must carefully weigh linguistic and cultural aspects to ensure that the translated term
resonates accurately within the target legal and social system. This can be achieved through a
judicious combination of linguistic equivalence and nuanced understanding of the legal and societal
contexts in which the term operates.

Another equivalent for ‘Fasad’ is ‘Misconduct’ (Arab News, 2020), a choice made by Arab News
utilising the strategy of translation by employing a neutral or less expressive word. ‘Misconduct’ is
defined by the Merriam Webster Dictionary (1993, p. 743) as ‘intentional wrongdoing: deliberate
violation of a law or standard, especially by a government official’. In a similar vein, other
newspapers, particularly ASharq Al-Awsat and Al Arabiya English, opted to elucidate the denotative
meaning of ‘Fasad’ by rendering it as ‘Corruption Charges’ (Al Arabiya English, 2021a), ‘Corruption
Cases’ (Asharq Al-Awsat, 2020a), ‘Corruption Acts’ (Saudi Gazette, 2020b), ‘Criminal Corruption
Cases’ (Al Arabiya English, 2020b), and ‘Corrupt Individuals’ (Al Arabiya English, 2021b). However,
this descriptive approach may introduce redundancy because the term ‘corruption’ inherently
incorporates these meanings.

In contrast, certain news articles from the Saudi Gazette translated ‘Fasad’ as ‘Graft’ (Saudi
Gazette, 2019) by employing the strategy of functional equivalence. ‘Graft’ is defined by the Merriam
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connotations of the ST term, thus preventing misinterpretation (Naghdi & Eslamieh, 2020). For
example, translating mentioned in Egyptian civil law into status, a more neutral term.

The choice of a particular translation procedure is guided by parameters determined by the needs
and expectations of the target readers and the intended function of the TT. This study explores the
potential of translating criminal law terms by examining prominent translation strategies, focusing on
formal equivalence, descriptive translation, functional equivalence, borrowing, and translation using
neutral or less expressive language to address existing linguistic variations in legal and journalistic
translation.

Analysis

The following section delves into the analysis of the three designated criminal law terms: Fasad,
Rashwa, and Qabed.

Fasad

The term ‘Fasad’, along with its derivatives, is prevalent in the Qur’an, occurring approximately
50 times, where it signifies immoral acts (Hamad & Ayay, 2023). In Hadith, the term appears in
various forms to illustrate negative and illegitimate personal behaviours (Fares & Noordin, 2016). A
verse from the Qur’an is associated with Nazaha’s logo, underscoring the gravity of the term: ‘and
seek no mischief in the land. Verily, Allah likes not the Mufsidun, those who commit great crimes and
sins, oppressors, tyrants, mischief-makers, and corruptors’ (Al-Hilali & Khan, 2011, p. 664). In this
verse, ‘Fasad’ alludes to prohibited behaviours by individuals that lead to destruction and harm in
society (Al-Hilali & Khan, 2011, p. 664). The Dictionary of Contemporary Arabic (2008, p. 3771)
defines ‘Fasad’ as the spread of harm and damage on Earth. When associated with human acts,
‘Fasad’ assumes a new meaning, indicating immoral or malevolent actions perpetrated by individuals
with wicked intentions. Both definitions align, portraying ‘Fasad’ as illicit behaviour conducted by
individuals, resulting in harm and destruction within society. According to Alsayyid (2016, p.76),
corruption is the exploitation of an employee’s position and authority whether motivated by a reward
or threat, and regardless of whether the authority is real.

The Saudi Royal Decree, Resolution No.: A/277 (2019, p. 4) also states that:

The Authority shall be responsible for taking the needed actions regarding the financial and
administrative crimes and their perpetrators and parties, whether natural persons from the
state civil or military employees, equivalent, or legal persons connecting to these crimes. This
shall include arresting persons suspicious to have committed financial and administrative
corruption crimes, hearing and restraining them in accordance with the legally determined
period in the preparation for reporting the evidence and documents related to them to the
Investigation and Criminal Prosecution Unit in the Authority in order to complete the legal
procedures in this regard.

In other words, Nazaha is mandated to undertake appropriate measures against individuals
involved in financial and administrative misconduct, whether they are public officials or hold positions
of power.

In the TTs, ‘Fasdd’ emerges as the most recurrent term in criminal news articles, with a repetition
exceeding 85 times. This frequency underscores the significance of this term for the Nazaha authority
tasked with combating graft in Saudi Arabia. The table below displays the translations and strategies
applied by each TT. The table depicting translations and strategies applied by each TT for the term
‘Fasad’.
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systems and cultures. Syntactic discrepancies, including differences in modal and passive structures,
present additional obstacles. Arabic and English have distinct ways of expressing modalities and
constructing passive voice sentences. Translators must skilfully bridge these syntactic gaps to maintain
the intended meanings and legal accuracy in the translated text. Textual challenges include issues such
as lexical repetition and punctuation variance. Arabic and English may employ different styles of
punctuation and have varying preferences for repetition, emphasis, or legal clarity. Translators must
balance the need for faithfulness to the ST by adhering to the conventions and norms of the TL.
Translators must navigate terminological, syntactic, and textual differences to produce accurate and
culturally appropriate translations in the legal domain.

A notable aspect of legal language and translation is the utilisation of system-bound terms unique
to the legal domain. These encompass terms associated with legal personnel, court structures, specific
areas of law, and legal institutions. Legal translators may employ diverse translation techniques to
address non-equivalence and capture the multifaceted and dynamic nature of legal terminology. When
translating such terms, it is essential to consider the specific context in which it is used in order to
determine the most appropriate translation strategy. Additionally, the choice of strategy should align
with the intended legal and cultural implications of the ST to ensure an accurate and meaningful
translation into the TL. Commonly utilised strategies in legal and journalistic contexts include formal
and functional equivalence as well as paraphrasing, borrowing, adaptation, descriptive translation, and
the use of neutral or less expressive language (El Ghazi, 2022; Junining & Kusuma, 2020).

Legal Translation Strategies

Formal equivalence, characterised by a word-for-word or linguistic equivalence approach,
involves the explicit influence of the ST on the TT, resulting in a translation familiar to practitioners in
their respective technical fields (Harvey, 2003). For example, the term in the Saudi law is

translated as statement in the British law by applying the strategy of formal equivalence. On the other
hand, formal equivalence may create a new translation in the target legal system. For example,

mentioned in the Saudi law of criminal procedure is literally translated into English as stoning.
Translators should always be very careful while applying this strategy to ensure that target terms do
not previously exist with other meanings in the target legal system. Functional equivalence, in
contrast, refers to a term in the target legal system that signifies a concept or institution with the same
function as in the ST (Darani, 2013, p. 5). This strategy is applicable when targeting lay readers as
translators employ a TL referent with a legal function similar to that of the SL referent. For example,
translating mentioned in the Syrian law as reply fo defense in the British law. Another

example is translating summative court mentioned in the British law as in the Saudi law,

carrying the same functional meaning in the two legal systems. As an approach oriented towards the
TL, the use of functional equivalence in official translation aids target readers in comprehending the
TT (Newmark, 1988). However, as Baker (1992) noted, the lack of functional equivalence is a
common challenge in translating legal discourse. Paraphrasing serves as a strategy for bridging the
gap between the SL and TL legal systems by employing a more generic language. This strategy is
considered a compromise solution between the SL and TL bias strategies as it involves paraphrasing
the source legal term into the target legal system and represents an approach leaning towards SL
orientation. For example, translating mentioned in the Saudi law of criminal

procedure as punishment other than death where the term is paraphrased as death which is a more
general term compared to soul, the back-translation of . Descriptive translation involves describing

the source legal item to align with the target legal system. Successful description enables target readers
to understand the TT’s intended legal message (Raw, 2012). According to Darwish (2010), descriptive
translation employs a descriptive approach to translate a source term or phrase by characterising it
rather than direct rendering into the TL. For example, translating  mentioned in the Saudi law of

criminal procedure as a prescribed Qur’anic punishment. Additionally, some translators choose to use
a more neutral or less expressive language to neutralise the potential ambiguity or negative
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or a judicious combination of methods. The translation of legal texts confronts distinct challenges
owing to inherent disparities between languages and legal systems. Notably, these challenges arise
from the distinct legal concepts present in one system but absent in another (Altarabin, 2018, p. 201).
These barriers can be broadly classified into three categories: linguistic, cultural, and intra-systemic
(Piszcz & Sierocka, 2020).

Linguistic barriers are exemplified by peculiarities originating from the customary legal language,
such as archaic language usage, formal and intricate sentence structures, and the integration of French
and Anglo-Norman vocabulary into legal English (El Ghazi, 2022). Conversely, legal Arabic employs
more cohesive devices and religious idioms and lacks archaic terminology (EI Ghazi, 2022). Language
barriers pose significant challenges to the translation of criminal law, potentially altering the original
legal message, which is critical in criminal cases. Consequently, legal translators play a pivotal role in
ensuring the faithful transmission of the message of the ST, particularly in the realm of criminal law.
To accurately convey criminal terminology, translators must account for variations in legal systems,
encompassing legal institutions, judicial frameworks, and courtroom strategies. Moreover, translators
handling criminal law documents must adhere to the target court’s prescribed format and style.

Cultural barriers to legal translation are deeply rooted in the absence of legal concepts and
domestic traditions unique to a specific country. For instance, the term ‘Ba’in Bayniina Kubrd’ in
Islamic divorce agreements is clear to Arab readers, yet its corresponding ‘irrevocable divorce’ may
appear unfamiliar to native English readers (Altarabin, 2018, p. 201). Given that legal documents are
authored by experts for an audience of experts in the TL, and legal document translation falls within
the category of TSP, a comprehensive understanding of legal terminology is imperative to produce an
accurate target text (TT). This involves not only grasping legal terms at both the semantic and
conceptual levels but also engaging in a comparison process, generating various TTs that necessitate
subsequent linguistic and legal acceptability checks (Monjean-Decaudin & Popineau, 2019).

A distinct barrier arises from disparities between legal systems that serve as primary sources of
governance. For example, Sharica is derived from the Qur’an (the sacred book of Islam and the
primary legal source in Saudi Arabia) and Hadith (recorded sayings and acts of Prophet Muhammad,
constituting the second source for Islamic jurisprudence in Saudi Arabia), representing the main
sources of law in Saudi Arabia. Conversely, Common Law, applied in the English legal systems of
many English-speaking countries, is based on judicial decisions and enshrined in the reports of
decided cases (Mahraj & Hdouch, 2020).

When translating criminal law terms, it is imperative to consider linguistic variations and bridge
the cultural gaps. This warrants a thorough understanding of the legal systems in question to
accurately convey the intended meaning of the ST. Building upon prior research in legal translation,
scholars such as Sarevi¢ (1985) have argued that certain translation strategies, whether source-
oriented or target-oriented, can effectively convey the impact and function of the original legal
messages. Translators must employ appropriate translation strategies to surmount the gap between the
source and target legal systems. They must consider culture-bound legal terms and maintain a
localised understanding of the law and the linguistic peculiarities of legal documents. For instance,
terms utilised in different legal systems not only convey meanings but also bear deeper significance
related to the inherent differences in these systems.

Legal translation presents a challenge, especially when translating between English and Arabic.
This difficulty is exacerbated by the substantial differences in the linguistic structures and legal
systems of the two languages (El-Farahaty, 2016). First, Arabic and English belong to distinct
language families, with Arabic being a Semitic language and English, an Indo-European one. These
language families evolved independently, resulting in fundamental differences in vocabulary,
grammar, and syntax. Translators must navigate these disparities, which extend to specialised legal
terminology and concepts. Terminological challenges are significant in legal translations. Arabic terms
related to Sharra, for instance, often lack direct equivalents in Common Law terminology,
necessitating careful consideration and context-based translation decisions. This highlights the
importance of understanding not only linguistic differences but also deep-rooted variations in legal



Validity of Translation Strategies Adopted in the Translation of Criminal Law... 288

Literature Review
Legal Language

According to Ma and Nguyen (2019, p. 2), a law is defined as a collection of established rules and
regulations that reflect the juridical system prescribed by a governing authority. These rules serve the
purpose of adjudicating disputes and upholding the liberties and rights of specific communities. Hart
(1954, p. 42) defined legal language as ‘sui generis’, a category unique to itself. This distinctive mode
of expression across various legal systems can be broadly categorised into five classifications: Civil
Law, Common Law, Customary Law, Religious Law, and Mixed Legal Systems (Ma & Nguyen,
2019, p. 6). Nonetheless, specialised domains such as Real Estate Law, Bankruptcy Law, Civil Rights
Law, Criminal Law, and Family Law may exhibit considerable intersections rather than explicit
boundaries (Ramos, 2020, p. 34).

Saudi Arabia’s legal system is grounded in Islamic law, Sharica, applicable to criminal and civil
cases alike. Positioned at the pinnacle of this legal hierarchy is the king, fulfilling the role of the final
court. The judicial system in Saudi Arabia comprises three primary components. Predominantly, the
Shariea Courts, which preside over most cases within the Saudi legal framework, constitute the largest
segment. These Shari‘a courts are structured into distinct categories, namely, the Courts of the First
Instance encompassing both Summary and General Courts, the Courts of Cassation, and the Supreme
Judicial Council. Law is effectively communicated through language. However, even with
considerable expertise and proficiency in legal translation, translators often encounter challenging
terms. As Tomic and Montoliu (2013, p. 233) note, ‘many translators will admit that [the translation of
legal concepts between legal systems] is not always straightforward or even possible’. The technical
nature of legal language stems from the diverse legal jargons and lexicons present in numerous legal
discourses. These lexical components and phraseological structures constitute the fundamental
elements of all languages and are commonly referred to as ‘terminologies’ in technical contexts (Biel,
2014). Terminology is typically defined as a word or expression possessing a precise meaning
employed within a specialised field of study (Merriam Webster Dictionary, 1993, p. 1216). In legal
translation, these genre-specific terminologies can be classified into three distinct categories: archaic
words or purely technical terms within fossilised language, polysemous semi-technical terms
encompassing extended meanings in technical contexts, and unmarked terms belonging to everyday

language.

As a branch of public law, criminal law is primarily concerned with establishing regulations to
deter criminal activities and administer justifiable punishments (The Stanford Encyclopedia of
Philosophy, 2019). As articulated by Jescheck and Norton (2023), Criminal Law embodies a body of
legal principles that delineates criminal offences, governs the adjudication of individuals under
suspicion, and prescribes penalties and rehabilitation methodologies applicable to convicted offenders.
In Article 1 of Chapter 1, the Bureau of Experts at the Council of Ministers (2017, p. 9), the Supreme
Council in Saudi Arabia, enunciates the foundational principles from which Saudi Criminal Law
emanates: ‘Courts shall apply the provisions of Sharia to cases brought before them, as derived from
the Qur’an and Sunna, and State laws not conflicting therewith. Proceedings before such courts shall
comply with the provisions of this Law’.

Legal Translation

Legal translation involves an intricate process of transferring text from a source language (SL) to
a target language (TL), considering numerous factors to maintain equity in interlingual communication
(Matulewska & Wagner, 2021, p.1245). As Galdia (2017) outlines, this process entails the
transformation of legal speech acts from the SL into their legally meaningful counterparts in the TL.
Legal text translation falls within the domain of translation for specific purposes (TSP). In line with
the fundamental objective of all translations, which is to convey precise meaning and attain an equal
impact to the original text, Ma and Nguyen (2019, p. 13) emphasize that it is important for translators
to meticulously consider the intended purpose of the translation, opting for the most suitable approach
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Media Platforms (TTs)

Owing to limited accessibility of translated criminal materials and confidentiality of online data,
Nazaha Media Center is considered the primary TT, offering a solid foundation for providing an
English version of the source news and investigating the translation strategies used to render criminal
law terms. Alongside Nazaha Media Center, the selected newspapers, renowned in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia and across the Middle East, were chosen because of their wide readership and interest in
providing translations for Nazaha criminal news, employing various translation strategies to convey
the source criminal law messages.

Arab News, established in 1975, is the first English-language daily newspaper from Saudi Arabia
to report news on politics, sports, business, and lifestyle for non-Arab speakers, receiving hundreds of
thousands of daily hits globally from diverse international readership (Arab News, 2023). Saudi
Gazette, established in 1978, serves as a leading newspaper with the theme ‘The Tone of Truth and
Moderation’, acting as a window for Saudi news to the world and establishing a reputable position in
the Saudi media industry (Saudi Gazette, 2023). Al Arabiya English, a Saudi globalised press agency
located in Dubai, endeavours to spread news and opinions from the Middle East to English-speaking
audiences worldwide, offering 24-hour digital news and serving as a leading source of breaking news,
politics, business, features, opinions, and lifestyles (Al Arabiya English, 2023). Asharq Al-Awsat,
established in 1978, is a Saudi newspaper incorporated in London that provides English-speaking
readership with media and news coverage on issues in the Arab world (Asharq Al-Awsat, 2023). Its
success and popularity are attributed to dedicated and experienced teams committed to providing up-
to-date information to readers worldwide.

It is important to note that the Saudi Press Agency, an official and governmental newspaper aimed
at disseminating local and international news, is not included among the selected media platforms
because it lacks English versions of Nazaha criminal news articles.

Design and Procedure

Three frequently occurring criminal law terms in the ST—Fasad, Rashwa, and Qabed—were
selected to assess the accuracy and validity of the translation strategies employed by the
aforementioned media platforms in conveying their conceptual meaning. As previously mentioned, the
data collection process commenced with the selection of 40 news articles published between 2019 and
2024, in which the specified terms frequently occurred. Each source term is presented in a separate
table, indicating its target equivalents employed by different media platforms and highlighting the
applied translation strategies.

To collect and analyse the research data, Microsoft Excel was utilized to comprehend the
translation approaches applied by the different TTs in rendering the three criminal law terms.
Microsoft Excel facilitates the use of simple statistical and plotting functions to gain insights into data.
Quantitative data has been classified based on ‘agency’, accompanied by several columns
demonstrating the number of occurrences for each criminal term in a single news article and the
strategy applied in the translation process.

To ascertain the validity of the translation procedure followed by the media platforms, consulting
various resources to comprehend the denotative meanings of both source terms and target terms was
the initial step in the comparative analysis. For this study and to eliminate any misconceptions and
incorrect interpretations of the source terms, definitions of source terms were obtained from the
Qur’an and Hadith. The Dictionary of Contemporary Arabic (2008) was also consulted to provide
simplified definitions of the source terms. The subsequent step in the comparative analysis involved
using the Merriam Webster Dictionary to understand the meaning of the target terms as they appeared
in the TT articles. The contexts in which these criminal terms appeared in the ST were also considered
when comparing them with their target equivalents.
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Considering the lack of in-depth studies examining the translation of criminal law terminology in
the Saudi media discourse, it is found to be an area of research to explore the translation strategies
adopted to render such terms. The discrepancies found in the English translations of criminal law
terms in the Saudi media discourse made this area worth investigation to highlight the importance of
standardization in target equivalence. This study aims to explore the translation strategies employed in
translating criminal journalistic texts in Saudi newspapers, shedding light on existing discrepancies in
target language equivalence. Moreover, this study assesses the effectiveness of the translation
strategies utilised in the translation of criminal law terms found in news articles of a Saudi
governmental entity, namely, The Oversight and Anti-Corruption Authority (Nazaha). The
examination of such strategies aims to address the following research questions:

1. What translation strategies do Saudi media platforms employ in translating criminal law terms?

2. To what extent do existing discrepancies in the translation of criminal law terms effectively
convey the intended meaning of the source?

3.  Which translation strategy is deemed most appropriate for translating criminal law terms in Saudi
news articles?

Corpus and Method

This study employs a hybrid methodology that incorporates both qualitative and quantitative
approaches to thoroughly scrutinise the research data and provide comprehensive insights into the
research questions. Qualitative data encompasses evidence and provides comprehensive understanding
of the terms in question sourced from the Qur’an, Hadith, contemporary legal sources, Royal Decree,
articles from the Council of Ministers, Nazaha’s vision and mission, as well as a selection of
comprehensive specialised and monolingual dictionaries. Saudi legislation was chosen as a subject for
this study given that the terms in question are legislative in nature, existing in various news articles in
different media platforms. Conversely, quantitative data are expressed through tables presenting the
frequency of criminal law terms and the frequency of translation strategies utilised by local and
international newspapers, as well as the Nazaha Media Center, in order to convey clear and accurate
translations. Discrepancies in criminal law terms within TTs were examined using comparative and
contextual analyses, and statistical processing methods. Qualitative and quantitative data have been
juxtaposed and analysed to elucidate and comprehend the translation approaches employed to translate
criminal law terms into English. The corpus of this study comprises four prominent newspapers and
the Nazaha Media Center, encompassing 40 recent articles related to Nazaha criminal news released in
2019, 2020, and 2021. The selected timeframe is attributed to the surge in Arabic-English translations
following the integration of two investigative authorities into one entity, named Nazaha. The ST is
derived from Nazaha Arabic online news, whereas the TTs are English versions retrieved from five
media platforms: Arab News, Saudi Gazette, Al Arabiya English, Asharq Al-Awsat, and the Nazaha
Media Center. Each source article is meticulously analysed to identify the translation strategies
employed for three criminal legal terms: Fasad, Rashwa, and Qabed.

Nazaha (ST)

The National Anti-Corruption Commission, established in 2011, aims to promote integrity among
individuals in Saudi society and combat all forms of grafts in the Kingdom. After a Royal Decree in
2019, the Commission was integrated with the Oversight, Investigation, and Administrative
Investigation Authority to form The Oversight and Anti-Corruption Authority (Nazaha). Nazaha
functions as a governmental organisation working towards enhancing transparency and protecting
public property (Bureau of Experts at the Council of Ministers, 2019). Nazaha, directly managed by
the King, developed an online platform addressing criminal cases, acting as a portal to view the
application of Saudi criminal law. Moreover, it serves as a crucial source for observing criminal texts
and terminology, presenting Nazaha’s weekly criminal and social activities in Arabic and translating
them into English.



301 - 285 2024 2 33

Validity of Translation Strategies Adopted in the Translation of Criminal
Law Terms in News Articles of the Oversight and Anti-Corruption
Authority (Nazaha) in Saudi Arabia

Nora Majed BinSultan” and Shatha Abdullah AlShaye*
Received date: 21/02/2024 DOT:https://doi.org /10.47017/33.2.8 Accept date: 27/10/2024

Abstract

This study conducts an in-depth analysis of the discrepancies observed in the translation of criminal law
terminology in news articles, with a specific focus on the Saudi Arabian context. The investigation centres on the
critical examination of three Arabic terms, namely ‘Fasad’, ‘Rashwa’, and ‘Qabed’, originating from the source
text (ST): The Oversight and Anti-Corruption Authority online platform (Nazaha). This study delves into the
English counterparts of these terms as employed in news articles disseminated by five prominent media
platforms: Arab News, Saudi Gazette, Al Arabiya English, ASharq Al-Awsat, and Nazaha Media Center. This
study primarily aims to scrutinise the translation strategies adopted by Saudi media platforms in rendering
criminal law terminology and ascertain the most effective strategy for accurately conveying the intended
message of the ST. A comprehensive examination is conducted using both qualitative and quantitative methods
to analyse the source terms and their corresponding equivalents in the target texts (TTs). This study emphasises
the incongruities and inconsistencies detected in the translation of source terms, contending that functional
equivalence emerges as the most suitable translation strategy in criminal law translation.

Keywords: Legal translation studies, Criminal law, Saudi legal system, Linguistic analysis.

Introduction

The translation of legal texts is a multifaceted task that requires a sophisticated understanding of
diverse legal systems. Unlike the linguistic attributes present in specialised domains, legal language is
deeply intertwined with the cultural context of a specific region. Despite significant advancements in
Legal Translation Studies (LTS), the identification and translation of legal texts remain intricate, as
noted by Prieto Ramos (2019, p. 30). Various parameters have been employed to categorise legal texts
encompassing diverse genres such as legislative, contractual, judicial, and criminal texts. Legal
documents associated with a particular organisation adhere to specific policies that align with their
visions. These policies are sensitive and confidential, and follow standardised drafting and editing
guidelines exemplified by the United Nations Editorial Manual (United Nations, 2023). Consequently,
the translation of legal texts necessitates a faithful and precise rendition of legal concepts and
terminology, particularly when targeting a broad audience as observed in newspaper articles.

Considering the limitations and constraints that impede the mitigation of certain news items, the
translation of criminal law terminology within news articles entails the application of suitable
translation strategies. These strategies aim to align with the purpose of the source text (ST), preserve
its denotative meaning, and fulfil its communicative function. The domain of Arabic-English legal
texts, specifically within criminal law, has not received adequate attention in translation studies,
emphasising the necessity of investigating the strategies used to translate criminal law terms. For
example, El-Farahaty (2015) conducts a comparative examination of genuine legal documents in
Arabic and English to uncover the characteristics of legal discourse in both languages and elucidate
the employed translation techniques. However, her study does not thoroughly investigate the
translation of legal terms, especially those pertaining to criminal law. Therefore, scholarly enquiry into
legal translation merits a focused exploration of criminal law translations, particularly in the context of
Saudi Arabia.
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Recommendation

Based on the conclusion, here are some recommendations:

1. News organizations should allocate resources to develop high-quality infographics. This investment
can pay off in terms of increased audience engagement and reach.

2. Maintaining accuracy in infographics is paramount. News organizations should implement rigorous
fact-checking processes to ensure that the information presented is trustworthy.

3. Encourage readers to share infographics on social media by incorporating social sharing buttons and
crafting content that resonates with online audiences.

4. Continue to prioritize the visual appeal of infographics. Employ skilled designers to create visually
striking and attention-grabbing infographics.

5. Regularly track and analyze user engagement with infographics to assess their effectiveness. Use
this data to refine infographic strategies.

6. Train journalists and staff in creating effective infographics. This can improve the quality and
consistency of infographics produced by news organizations.

7. Ensure that infographics align with the news organization's editorial standards and maintain the
brand's reputation for accuracy and reliability.

8. Explore innovative ways to use infographics for storytelling. Infographics can be a powerful tool for
presenting news stories in a compelling and informative manner.

9. Pay attention to accessibility standards to ensure that infographics are usable by all audiences,
including those with disabilities.

(200)
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these objectives. By presenting information in a visual format, infographics can make complex
information more accessible and easier to understand, while also helping users remember the
information better.

The aspect of improving engagement and sharing also received a relatively high mean score,
indicating that infographics can help increase user engagement with news content and encourage
sharing on social media platforms. This is an important finding, as social media has become an
essential platform for news dissemination, and infographics can play a significant role in making news
content more shareable and accessible to a broader audience.

However, the relatively low mean score and higher standard deviation for the aspect of adding
context and depth to stories suggest that infographics may not be as effective in this regard. This
finding suggests that while infographics can help users understand and remember information, they
may not be as effective in providing additional context or in-depth analysis of news stories. Therefore,
news organizations should carefully consider how they use infographics to provide additional context
and depth to their new content.

In conclusion, this study underscores the substantial potential of infographics in enhancing the
comprehension, retention, and engagement of news content among online users. Effectively utilizing
infographics can empower news organizations to render their news more accessible, captivating, and
shareable, thus broadening their audience reach and magnifying the overall impact of their journalistic
endeavors.

Furthermore, the findings underscore that infographics have emerged as a potent tool for news
organizations to attract and retain online audiences. Predominantly, the factors driving the
effectiveness of infographics are accessibility, shareability, and visual allure.

Accessibility assumes pivotal importance, given that infographics facilitate the digestion of
complex news stories and data, presenting them in a format that is readily comprehensible. This
proves especially valuable for online audiences who may lack the inclination or time for extensive
article consumption. By adopting infographics, news organizations can amplify the accessibility of
their content, engaging a wider spectrum of online users.

Shareability constitutes another key driver, as infographics are eminently shareable across social
media platforms. This dynamic feature augments the dissemination and visibility of news stories,
translating into heightened engagement and the potential for substantial audience expansion for news
organizations. By crafting compelling and informative infographics, news outlets can incentivize their
audiences to propagate their content among their networks, potentially widening their reach and
fortifying their brand recognition.

Visual appeal equally commands significance, given that infographics possess the capacity to
arrest users' attention more effectively than traditional text-based articles. This intrinsic visual allure
positions infographics as a potent tool for news organizations to present their content in an alluring
and compelling manner.

Nevertheless, the study also underscores the imperative for news organizations to uphold their
brand reputation and safeguard the accuracy of the information conveyed in their infographics. By
producing high-caliber, informative infographics, news outlets can consolidate their identity as trusted
purveyors of news and information.

To encapsulate, infographics wield substantial potential as a pivotal instrument for news
organizations to allure and sustain their online audiences. Nonetheless, meticulous consideration of the
factors underpinning the efficacy of infographics and a dedication to producing high-quality and
reliable infographics are indispensable prerequisites for engaging and enlightening their readership.
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The fourth factor is Branding. The table shows that infographics can be a powerful tool for news
organizations to build their brand and reputation. By creating high-quality, informative infographics,
news organizations can establish themselves as trusted source of news and information. However, the
average mean score for Branding is only 1.24, indicating that it is not a highly important factor in
assessing the potential of infographics for news organizations.

The fifth and final factor is Data Journalism. The table shows that infographics are an effective
way to present data-driven news stories, which are becoming increasingly popular among online
audiences. News organizations that invest in data journalism and present their findings in an
infographic format may be able to attract and retain more online audiences. The average mean score
for Data Journalism is 2.26, indicating that it is a moderately important factor in assessing the potential
of infographics for news organizations.

Overall, the table suggests that infographics have significant potential as a tool for news
organizations to attract and retain online audiences. The factors of Accessibility, Shareability, and
Data Journalism, in particular, emerge as highly important factors that news organizations should
consider when incorporating infographics into their news content strategy.

Discussion

The results indicate that infographics can have a positive impact on the news consumption habits
of online users. The study found that infographics can be an effective way to present complex
information to users in a manner that is both easy to understand and engaging. In particular, the use of
infographics was found to enhance the visual appeal of news stories and increase audience
engagement.

The study also found that infographics can improve the readability and perceived quality of news
articles, and can be effective in increasing the consumption and sharing of news content on social
media platforms. However, the impact of infographics on expanding the reach of news stories and
increasing their impact was found to be limited.

Overall, these results suggest that infographics can be a useful tool for news organizations to
engage their online audience and make news content more accessible and visually appealing.
However, it is important to note that infographics alone may not be sufficient to maximize the reach
and impact of news stories, and other factors such as the quality of content and relevance to the target
audience are also important considerations.

Infographics can have a significant impact on the news consumption habits of online users.
Research has shown that visual aids, such as infographics, can increase engagement and retention of
information, leading to a better understanding of the news content.

Infographics can help simplify complex information by presenting it in a visually appealing way,
making it easier for readers to understand and remember. They can also enhance the storytelling aspect
of news articles by adding depth and context to the story.

Furthermore, infographics can increase social media engagement and shares, as users are more
likely to share visually appealing content with their followers.

Overall, the use of infographics in news articles can have a positive impact on online users' news
consumption habits by increasing engagement, understanding, and sharing of information.

On the other hand, the results presented in the table provide valuable insights into the
effectiveness of infographics in enhancing comprehension and retention of news content among online
users. The findings suggest that infographics can be a powerful tool for simplifying complex
information and enhancing visual memory, which are two critical factors in improving users'
understanding and retention of news content.

The high mean scores and low standard deviations of the first two aspects, simplifying complex
information and enhancing visual memory, suggest that infographics are highly effective in achieving
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5- Assess the potential of infographics as a tool for news organizations to attract and retain
online audiences.

Table 4: Assesses the potential of infographics as a tool for news organizations to attract and retain
online audiences
# | assess the potential of infographics as a tool for news AM SD Rank
visual appeal: Infographics are visually appealing and engaging,
making them an effective way to capture users' attention and keep
1 | them interested in the news content. Users are more likely to 2.14 1.09 | fourth
engage with news content presented in an infographic format than
with traditional text-based articles.
Accessibility: Infographics are easy to consume and understand,
making them an accessible way to present complex news stories or
2 | data. Users who may not have the time or inclination to read a full- | 2.37 0.4 First
length news article may be more likely to engage with news
content presented in an infographic format.
Shareability: Infographics are highly shareable on social media,
where users can easily share news content with their followers.
3 | This can increase the reach and visibility of news stories, leading 2.34 0.6 | Second
to more engagement and online audience growth for news
organizations.
Branding: Infographics can also be a powerful tool for news
organizations to build their brand and reputation. By creating high-
quality, informative infographics, news organizations can establish
themselves as trusted source of news and information.
Data Journalism: Infographics are an effective way to present data-
driven news stories, which are becoming increasingly popular
5 | among online audiences. News organizations that invest in data 2.26 0.9 Third
journalism and present their findings in an infographic format may
be able to attract and retain more online audiences.

1.24 1.12 fifth

Table 4 assesses the potential of infographics as a tool for news organizations to attract and retain
online audiences. The table presents five factors that affect the potential of infographics, namely visual
appeal, Accessibility, Shareability, Branding, and Data Journalism.

The first factor is visual appeal. The table shows that infographics are visually appealing and
engaging, making them an effective way to capture users' attention and keep them interested in the
news content. This is because infographics present information in a visually pleasing and stimulating
way, which helps users to easily process and understand complex news stories or data. The average
mean (AM) score for this factor is 2.14, indicating that it is a moderately important factor in assessing
the potential of infographics for news organizations.

The second factor is Accessibility. The table shows that infographics are easy to consume and
understand, making them an accessible way to present complex news stories or data. This factor is
crucial for news organizations as it helps to attract users who may not have the time or inclination to
read a full-length news article. The average mean score for Accessibility is 2.37, which is the highest
score among all the factors presented in the table, indicating that it is a highly important factor in
assessing the potential of infographics for news organizations.

The third factor is Shareability. The table shows that infographics are highly shareable on social
media, where users can easily share news content with their followers. This factor can increase the
reach and visibility of news stories, leading to more engagement and online audience growth for news
organizations. The average mean score for Shareability is 2.34, indicating that it is a moderately
important factor in assessing the potential of infographics for news organizations.
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and graphics that are easy to interpret. This finding is also consistent with previous research, which
highlights the importance of clarity in presenting information effectively.

The third most important factor is promotion, with a mean score of 2.45. This finding suggests
that promoting the infographic through various channels, such as social media, email, or news
websites, can increase its visibility and reach a wider audience. This finding is also consistent with
previous research, which emphasizes the importance of promoting infographics to increase their
effectiveness.

The fourth factor is design, with a mean score of 2.36. This factor indicates that the design of the
infographic can significantly impact its effectiveness. A well-designed infographic with clear, concise,
and visually appealing graphics can capture users' attention and make the information easier to
understand and remember.

The fifth factor is the source, with a mean score of 2.38. This factor indicates that users are more
likely to trust an infographic if it comes from a reputable source. It's essential to ensure that the
information presented in the infographic comes from a reliable and trustworthy source.

The sixth factor is the platform, with a mean score of 2.26. This factor suggests that the platform
on which the infographic is presented can also impact its effectiveness. For example, an infographic
that is presented on a mobile device may need to be designed differently than one presented on a
desktop computer.

Finally, the seventh factor is accuracy, with a mean score of 2.12. This factor indicates that the
information presented in the infographic should be accurate and up-to-date. Users may lose trust in the
infographic if they discover that the information is incorrect or outdated.

In conclusion, the results of the survey suggest that relevance, clarity, and promotion are the most
critical factors in the effectiveness of infographics. However, all of the factors listed in the table play a
role in influencing the effectiveness of infographics in conveying news information to online users.
These findings can help news organizations and designers create more effective infographics that
engage users and effectively communicate information.

4- Analyze the relationship between the frequency of exposure to infographics and the frequency
of online news consumption.

There is likely to be a positive relationship between the frequency of exposure to infographics and
the frequency of online news consumption. This is because infographics are a visually appealing and
engaging way of presenting news information, which can attract and hold users' attention. As users are
exposed to more infographics, they may become more interested in the news topics they cover, leading
to an increase in online news consumption.

Furthermore, infographics are often shared on social media platforms, where users can easily
access and consume news content. As users share infographics with their followers, this can increase
the reach and visibility of news content, leading to more online news consumption.

However, it is also possible that the relationship between exposure to infographics and online
news consumption is more complex. For example, while some users may be drawn to infographics and
consume more news as a result, others may be overwhelmed or turned off by the amount of
information presented in an infographic. Additionally, the type and quality of the news content
presented in infographics can also affect users' willingness to engage with online news more broadly.

In summary, while there may be a positive relationship between exposure to infographics and
online news consumption, other factors such as users' preferences, the quality of news content, and the
platforms on which it is presented can also influence the relationship.
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Finally, the aspect of infographics that was least effective in enhancing comprehension and
retention of news content among online users was adding context and depth to stories, with a mean
score of 2.02 and a standard deviation of 0.9, ranking fourth among the four aspects. This implies that
infographics may not be as effective in providing additional context and depth to news stories,
compared to other aspects of infographics.

Overall, the results of the study suggest that infographics can be an effective tool for enhancing
comprehension and retention of news content among online users, particularly in simplifying complex
information and enhancing visual memory. However, the effectiveness of infographics may vary
depending on the specific aspect being considered.

3-The factors that influence the effectiveness of infographics in conveying news information to
online users.

Table 3: The factors that influence the effectiveness of infographics in conveying news information to
online users

# | The factors that influence the effectiveness of infographics AM | SD | Rank

Relevance: The relevance of the information presented in the

infographic is crucial. Users are more likely to engage with an

! infographic that provides useful and interesting information that is 2.571 02 First
relevant to their interests or needs.
Design: The design of the infographic can significantly impact its

) effectiveness. A well-designed infographic with clear, concise, and 2361 045 Ffifth

visually appealing graphics can capture users' attention and make the
information easier to understand and remember.

Clarity: The infographic should be easy to read and understand. The
3 | text should be clear, concise, and easily readable, and the graphics 2.56 | 0.23 | Second
should be easy to interpret.

Accuracy: The information presented in the infographic should be
4 | accurate and up-to-date. Users may lose trust in the infographic if they | 2.12 | 0.9 | seventh
discover that the information is incorrect or outdated.

Source: Users are more likely to trust an infographic if it comes from a
5 | reputable source. It's essential to ensure that the information presented | 2.38 | 0.38 | fourth
in the infographic comes from a reliable and trustworthy source.
Platform: The platform on which the infographic is presented can also
impact its effectiveness. For example, an infographic that is presented
on a mobile device may need to be designed differently than one
presented on a desktop computer.

Promotion: Finally, promoting the infographic through various

7 | channels, such as social media, email, or news websites, can increase 2451 0.3 Third
its visibility and reach a wider audience.

2.26 | 0.73 | sixth

Table 3 presents the factors that influence the effectiveness of infographics in conveying news
information to online users. The table ranks these factors based on the responses of the survey
participants, which were measured using a Likert scale from 1 to 3, with 1 being "strongly disagree"
and 3 beings "strongly agree". The higher the mean score, the more important the factor is in

influencing the effectiveness of infographics.

The results indicate that the most crucial factor in the effectiveness of infographics is relevance,
with a mean score of 2.57. This means that users are more likely to engage with an infographic that
provides useful and interesting information that is relevant to their interests or needs. This finding is
consistent with previous research, which suggests that relevance is a critical factor in engaging users
with information.

The second most important factor is clarity, with a mean score of 2.56. This factor indicates that
the infographic should be easy to read and understand, with clear, concise, and easily readable text,
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The fourth statement, "Increasing consumption and sharing of news content on social media,"
received a mean score of 2.26 and is ranked third. This implies that infographics can be effective in
increasing the consumption and sharing of news content on social media platforms.

The fifth statement, "Expanding the reach of news stories and increasing their impact," received
the lowest mean score of 1.27 and is ranked fifth. This suggests that while infographics may have
some impact on the reach and impact of news stories, their impact may be limited.

Overall, the table indicates that using infographics can have a positive impact on the news
consumption habits of online users, particularly in terms of making news stories more visually
appealing, easier to understand, and increasing audience engagement.

Infographics can have a significant impact on the news consumption habits of online users.
Research has shown that visual aids, such as infographics, can increase engagement and retention of
information, leading to a better understanding of the news content.

Infographics can help simplify complex information by presenting it in a visually appealing way,
making it easier for readers to understand and remember. They can also enhance the storytelling aspect
of news articles by adding depth and context to the story.

Furthermore, infographics can increase social media engagement and shares, as users are more
likely to share visually appealing content with their followers.

Overall, the use of infographics in news articles can have a positive impact on online users' news
consumption habits by increasing engagement, understanding, and sharing of information.

2. The extent to which infographics enhance comprehension and retention of news content
among online users.

Table 2: The extent to which infographics enhance comprehension and retention of news content
among online users

# | The extent to which infographics enhance comprehension AM SD Rank
1 | Simplifying complex information 2.36 0.5 First
2 | Enhancing visual memory 2.34 | 0.71 Second
3 | Adding context and depth to stories 2.02 0.9 Fourth
4 | Improving engagement and sharing 2.31 1.05 Third

The table presents the results of a study that examined the extent to which infographics enhance
comprehension and retention of news content among online users. The study looked at four different
aspects of infographics: simplifying complex information, enhancing visual memory, adding context
and depth to stories, and improving engagement and sharing. For each aspect, the study measured the
mean score and standard deviation (SD) of participants' ratings on a scale of 1 to 3, with 1 indicating
low agreement and 3 indicating high agreement.

The results of the study showed that the aspect of infographics that most enhanced comprehension
and retention of news content among online users was simplifying complex information, with a mean
score of 3.36 and a standard deviation of 0.5, ranking first among the four aspects. This suggests that
infographics are particularly effective in helping online users understand and remember complex
information when presented in a visual format.

The second most effective aspect was enhancing visual memory, with a mean score of 2.34 and a
standard deviation of 0.71, ranking second among the four aspects. This indicates that infographics are
also useful in helping users remember information presented in a visual format.

The third most effective aspect was improving engagement and sharing, with a mean score of 2.31
and a standard deviation of 1.05, ranking third among the four aspects. This suggests that infographics
can also help increase user engagement and sharing of news content on social media platforms.
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trends in the use of infographics, journalists' attitudes towards their effectiveness, and their impact on
online users' news consumption habits.

Interpretation of results: The findings can be presented in a clear and concise manner, and the
conclusions can be drawn based on the statistical analysis. The results can be used to make
recommendations for media organizations on how to incorporate infographics into their online news
content more effectively.

Ethical considerations: The research design and implementation must adhere to ethical standards,
including informed consent, confidentiality, and data protection.

The reliability of the study

To test the reliability of the study tool (the questionnaire) in The Impact of Infographics on News
Consumption Habits of Online Users, Cronbach's alpha reliability coefficient can be used. This
coefficient measures the internal consistency of the items within the scale and is typically used to
assess the internal reliability of questionnaire tools. The main steps to calculate Cronbach's alpha
reliability coefficient are:

1. Data analysis: The questionnaire data is analyzed using a statistical program such as SPSS.
2. Calculate the standard deviation for each item within the scale.

3. Calculate the total standard deviation for the scale.

4. Calculate the relationship between each item and the total scale using correlation.

5. Calculate Cronbach's alpha reliability coefficient using its formula.

In addition, descriptive statistics such as frequencies, percentages, mean, and standard deviation
can be used to illustrate the results and describe the sample and variables used in the study.

Results:
1- The effect of Infographics on the news consumption habits of online Users

Table 1: The effects of Infographics on the news consumption habits of online Users

# The effects AM | SD Rank
1 | Making news cor?tenF more accessible gnd engaging by presenting 2341 018 | Second
complex information in a clear and concise manner

2 | Enhancing the visual appeal of news stories and increasing audience

2.37| 0.19 First

engagement
3 | Improving the readability and perceived quality of news articles. 2.17 | 1.02 | fourth
4 | Increasing consumption and sharing of news content on social media | 2.26 | 0.9 Third
5 | Expanding the reach of news stories and increasing their impact 1.27 | 1.16 fifth

Table 1 presents the effects of using infographics on the news consumption habits of online users.
The table includes five statements that reflect the impact of infographics on news consumption, each
with an associated average mean (AM), standard deviation (SD), and rank.

The first statement, "Making news content more accessible and engaging by presenting complex
information in a clear and concise manner," received a mean score of 2.34 and is ranked second. This
suggests that infographics can be an effective way to present complex information to users in a manner
that is both easy to understand and engaging.

The second statement, "Enhancing the visual appeal of news stories and increasing audience
engagement,” received the highest mean score of 2.37 and is ranked first. This indicates that using
infographics can make news stories more visually appealing and increase audience engagement.

The third statement, "Improving the readability and perceived quality of news articles," received a
mean score of 2.17 and is ranked fourth. This suggests that infographics may have a positive impact
on the overall quality of news articles and their readability.
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al., 2022), posits that individuals learn and adapt behaviors, attitudes, and beliefs through observation
and modeling, with media content playing a significant role in shaping these processes. In the realm of
news reporting, the incorporation of infographics can influence not only how online users perceive and
comprehend news information but also their level of interest and engagement with news content, as
supported by the latest empirical findings (Johnson & Martinez, 2021). This theoretical perspective
enriches our exploration of the potential impact of infographics on online news consumption habits in
today's media landscape.

Previous research has also examined the impact of infographics on various aspects of online user
behavior, including engagement, recall, and understanding of news information (e.g., Kim & Dennis,
2015; Lee & Pack, 2017). This study builds on this previous research and seeks to provide a more
comprehensive understanding of the impact of infographics on the news consumption habits of online
users.

Studies have shown that infographics can enhance comprehension and retention of news content
among online users. Infographics have been found to be more effective than textual information in
conveying complex information in a clear and concise manner.

For example, a study by Lee and Kwon (2011) found that infographics were more effective than
textual information in conveying health information to college students. Similarly, a study by Kelly
and Watts (2015) found that infographics were more effective than text in conveying nutrition
information to online users.

Moreover, infographics have been found to be effective in attracting and retaining audience
attention in news stories. A study by Dimitrova et al. (2005) found that infographics were effective in
attracting and retaining audience attention in news stories, leading to increased comprehension and
retention of the news content.

Furthermore, a study by Narayan et al. (2019) found that infographics can improve the perceived
quality of news articles and increase engagement with the content. It suggests that infographics can
play a crucial role in enhancing the comprehension and retention of news content among online users.

Overall, the use of infographics in news content has the potential to enhance comprehension and
retention among online users, as well as increase engagement and the likelihood of sharing news
content on social media platforms.

Methodology: Population and sample of the study

The survey method can be an effective way to gather data on the impact of infographics on the

news consumption habits of online users, by focusing on journalists who work in the field of digital
media. Below is an outline of a potential methodology for such a study:

Sampling: The target population for the study was journalists who work in the field of digital
media. A random sample of journalists can be drawn from media organizations that have a strong
online presence, such as major news websites and social media platforms. The sample size can be
determined using statistical power analysis.

Survey questionnaire: The survey questionnaire can be designed to collect information on the use
of infographics in news content, journalists' perceptions of their effectiveness in engaging online users,
and the impact of infographics on the news consumption habits of online users. The questionnaire can
include both open-ended and closed-ended questions and can be administered using an online survey
tool.

Data collection: The survey can be administered to the selected sample of journalists using email,
social media platforms, or professional journalism networks. The data collection period should be
predetermined, and reminders should be sent to non-respondents.

Data analysis: Once the data has been collected, it can be analyzed using statistical methods such
as regression analysis, chi-square tests, and descriptive statistics. The results can be used to identify
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Overall, these studies suggest that infographics are an important tool for news organizations to
engage readers and present information in a more interesting and appealing way. Infographics can
have a significant impact on the news consumption habits of online users, leading to increased
engagement and a higher likelihood of sharing content on social media.

What distinguishes this study from previous studies

This study on "The Impact of Infographics on News Consumption Habits of Online Users"
distinguishes itself from previous studies in several ways:

1. Specific Focus on News Consumption Habits: While previous studies have explored the
effectiveness of infographics in conveying information or engaging users, this study specifically
targets news consumption habits. It aims to understand how infographics influence the way online
users consume news content, which is a unique focus not extensively covered in existing research.

2. Unique Geographic Context: The study examines the impact of infographics on news
consumption habits in the context of Iraqi satellite channels. Most previous studies have focused
on either Western or broader international contexts. This geographic specificity provides insights
into how infographics are utilized in a distinct media landscape.

3 .Structural Elements Analysis: The study delves into the structural elements of infographics used

on Iraqi satellite channels' websites. It identifies whether these channels systematically
incorporate visual and written structural elements into their infographic designs. This focus on
structural analysis sets it apart from previous studies that primarily looked at the presence of
infographics without in-depth structural assessments.

4. Comparative Analysis: The study takes a comparative approach by analyzing the websites of two
specific satellite channels, Kurdistan 24 and Alsumaria. This comparative aspect allows for a
nuanced understanding of how different channels within the same geographic region may utilize
infographics differently.

5. Emphasis on Audio Components: The study also investigates the use of audio components,
particularly music, within infographics. This dimension of analysis adds a unique layer to the
research, as it explores how audio elements can be integrated into infographics for enhanced
engagement, which is relatively unexplored in previous studies.

In summary, this study distinguishes itself by its specific focus on news consumption habits, its
geographic context, in-depth structural analysis, comparative approach, and the examination of audio
components within infographics. These unique aspects contribute to a more comprehensive
understanding of the role of infographics in the Iraqi media landscape and their impact on user
behavior.

Theoretical Framework:

This research aims to investigate the impact of infographics on the news consumption habits of

online users. The study focuses on the changes in online users' habits of accessing and engaging with
news content, as a result of the use of infographics in news reporting.

The theoretical foundation of this study draws from recent scholarship in media psychology,
particularly the Selective Exposure Theory. This theory posits that individuals proactively select
media content that aligns with their preferences and information needs (Stroud, 2015). In the context
of news consumption, contemporary research indicates that online users are more likely to engage
with news articles featuring visually engaging and informative elements, like infographics, as they
align with their preferences for easily digestible information (Smith & Johnson, 2020). This theoretical
perspective underpins our investigation into the impact of infographics on the news consumption
habits of online users.

Furthermore, recent developments in media psychology offer a valuable lens through which to
examine the potential impact of infographics on the news consumption habits of online users. Social
Cognitive Theory, as advanced by Bandura (1986) and bolstered by contemporary research (Smith et
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4- D'Angelo et al. (2017). The Effectiveness of Infographics in Online News Stories:

This study examines the impact of infographics on the effectiveness of online news stories. It
concludes that infographics can significantly enhance the readability and engagement of news articles,
leading to increased consumption and sharing of content on social media.

In terms of news consumption habits, previous studies have shown that online users tend to
consume news content through various digital media platforms such as social media, news websites,
and mobile applications. A study by Newman et al. (2017) found that social media was the main
source of news for a majority of online users. Similarly, a study by Pew Research Center (2018) found
that 43% of online users consume news content through news websites or mobile applications.

5- Liu, (2016). The Role of Infographics in Online Journalism: A Case Study of The Guardian:

This study focuses on the use of infographics by The Guardian newspaper and its impact on the
news consumption habits of online users. It concludes that infographics have become an important
tool for The Guardian to engage readers and present information in a more interesting and appealing
way. It suggests that infographics can have a significant impact on the news consumption habits of
online users, leading to increased engagement and a higher likelihood of sharing content on social
media.

The studies mentioned above provide compelling evidence for the effectiveness of infographics in
enhancing thenews consumption habits of online users. These studies suggest that infographics are a

powerful tool for presenting complex information in a clear and concise manner, making news more
accessible and engaging for online audiences.

Infographics have been found to be effective in attracting and retaining audience attention in news
stories, enhancing the visual appeal of news content, improving readability, and increasing audience
engagement. This can lead to increased consumption and sharing of news content on social media, as
well as improve the perceived quality of news articles.

6- Koehler, (2016). The Power of Visual Communication in Today's Media Landscape:

This study discusses how infographics have become an important tool for news organizations to
engage readers and present information in a more interesting and appealing way. It concludes that
infographics can have a significant impact on the news consumption habits of online users, leading to
increased engagement and a higher likelihood of sharing content on social media.

7- Eppler & Burkhard, (2014). The Effectiveness of Infographics in Information Retrieval:

This study focuses on the effectiveness of infographics in communicating complex information to
users. It concludes that infographics are a powerful tool for presenting complex data in a more easily
understandable format. It suggests that infographics can improve the news consumption habits of
online users by making news more accessible and engaging.

The use of infographics in digital media has been widely researched in various fields. In the field
of communication, infographics have been found to be effective in conveying complex information in
a clear and concise manner. For instance, a study by Lee and Kwon (2011) found that infographics
were more effective than textual information in conveying health information to college students.
Similarly, a study by Kelly and Watts (2015) found that infographics were more effective than text in
conveying nutrition information to online users.

In the field of journalism, infographics have been found to be effective in enhancing the visual
appeal of news content and increasing audience engagement. A study by Dimitrova et al. (2005) found
that infographics were effective in attracting and retaining audience attention in news stories.
Similarly, a study by Parry and Lee (2013) found that infographics were effective in enhancing the
visual appeal of news content and increasing audience engagement.
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5. assess the potential of infographics as a tool for news organizations to attract and retain online
audiences.

Literature Review:

1- Kareem, F. (2022). Basic genres of infographics On the website of Iraqi satellite channels An
analytical study of the basic genres of infographics in both websites:

The research aims to identify the structural elements of the infographic in the websites of the Iraqi
satellite channels. His sample consisted of (Kurdistan 24) and (Alsumaria) websites, which have a
great interest in producing and publishing infographics compared to other websites for satellite
channels. To achieve the goal of the research, the researcher relied on a content analysis form for a
deliberate sample of (85) single figures (infographics) published during the first three months of the
second half of 2 21 in the two mentioned sites. The researcher reached several results, most notably:

The sites did not care about producing and publishing the infographic on a systematic daily basis. Nor
did the sites rely on incorporating all the visual structural elements into the design of the infographic.
While the two sites showed a prominent interest in the written structural elements (100%) with the
exception of the (percentages) element, which the Alsumaria website did not care about at all. The
results also demonstrated the prominent (96.15 percent) interest of the Alsumaria TV website in music
as an audio component as an alternative to the voice of the announcer, despite the different roles
played by both elements. The results showed that the website of (Kurdistan 24) channel did not
depend on the mentioned element in the design of the infographic. Finally, the researcher found that
the two sites have another common point, which is their lack of dependence on the two elements
(statements and sound effects) in the production of the infographic.

2- Alzoubi (2021). Employing infographics in news websites: A comparative analytical study
between Arab and foreign-oriented websites:

Infographics have become a necessary need in the era of digital transformation and in light of the
interest in visual communication, Infographics make information and hard-to-understand phenomena
more understandable and attractive It works to present complex, unstructured information in clear and
understandable structures. This study sought to measure the degree of employment of infographics in
news websites, it also aimed to find out what elements and methods are included in the infographic.
The study was based on the quality of descriptive studies, and it relied on the survey method, through
which it used the content analysis method, to analyze two news websites: The Seventh Day News
website, representing Arab websites, and Sky News, representing foreign Arabic-speaking websites.

According to the intentional sampling method, and with regard to the time frame of the study, the
researcher resorted to the comprehensive inventory method for the period (1-1-2019) until (1-10-
2021), and the following are the most prominent findings of the study as follows:

The results showed that Sky News Arabia is more interested than Youm?7 in employing
infographics during the presentation of various events.

The results indicated that political topics ranked first in the use of infographics for them, The
news website outperformed Youm?7 in highlighting political issues in the infographic.

3- Narayan et al. (2019). Infographics and News Consumption: A Study of the Effects of
Infographics on Perceptions of News Articles:

This study investigates the impact of infographics on the perceptions of news articles by online
users. It concludes that infographics can improve the perceived quality of news articles and increase
engagement with the content. It suggests that infographics can play a crucial role in enhancing the
news consumption habits of online users.
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sharing on social media, their precise impact on the overall quality and readability of news articles
remains unclear. Furthermore, there is a notable gap in empirical research that rigorously assesses the
effectiveness of infographics in conveying complex information and engaging online audiences.
Therefore, the central problem revolves around the need to thoroughly investigate the influence of
infographics on the news consumption behaviors of online users and to identify the key factors that
contribute to their effectiveness in this context.

The importance of study

The study "The Impact of Infographics on News Consumption Habits of Online Users" holds both
theoretical and applied significance:

Theoretical Aspect:

1. Advancing Communication Theory: This study contributes to the theoretical understanding of
how visual communication, specifically through infographics, influences news consumption
behavior. It enhances our knowledge of the interplay between media, information processing, and
user engagement in the digital age.

2. Educational Frameworks: The study's origin in advanced educational frameworks highlights its
theoretical importance in shaping pedagogical approaches. It informs educators about the
effectiveness of infographics in conveying complex information, potentially influencing
curriculum design and teaching methodologies.

3. Media Effects Research: It extends the field of media effects research by exploring the impact of
infographics on consumer habits, bridging the theoretical gap between traditional and digital news
consumption.

Applied Aspect:

1. Media Industry Insights: News organizations can apply the study's findings to optimize their
content delivery strategies. Understanding how infographics affect news consumption can help
them tailor their content to engage and retain online audiences effectively.

2. User Experience Design: The study's insights are invaluable for user experience designers and web
developers. They can use this knowledge to create visually appealing and user-friendly interfaces
for news websites and applications, enhancing the overall user experience.

3. Educational Reform: The study has practical implications for educational institutions, as it
suggests that incorporating infographics into teaching materials can improve students'
comprehension and engagement. This can lead to reforms in educational strategies and content
delivery methods.

4. Content Creation Strategies: Content creators and marketers can apply the study's results to craft
more engaging and shareable content, thereby increasing their online reach and impact.

5. Policy and Decision-Making: Policymakers and public relations professionals can use the study's
insights to inform communication strategies and public awareness campaigns, recognizing the
power of infographics in shaping public opinion.

Objectives of study

This study aimed to:
1. examine the effect of infographics on the news consumption habits of online users.

2. explore the extent to which infographics enhance comprehension and retention of news content
among online users.

3. identify the factors that influence the effectiveness of infographics in conveying news information
to online users.

4. analyze the relationship between the frequency of exposure to infographics and the frequency of
online news consumption.



283 - 269 2024 2 33

The Impact of Infographics on News Consumption Habits of Online Users

Areen Alzoubi’

Recived date: 13/06/2023 DOT:https://doi.org /10.47017/33.2.7 Accept date: 31/12/2023

Abstract

This descriptive-analytical study aims to determine the impact of infographics on the news consumption
habits of Internet users. Within its framework, the survey method was used. During this approach, the
questionnaire was used as a tool for the study and was distributed to a random sample of (200) users via social
media platforms. The results of the study showed a positive relationship between the use of infographics and the
news consumption habits of online users. Specifically, the study showed that online users who are frequently
exposed to infographics tend to consume more news content than those who do not. The study also revealed that
infographics are considered an effective means of conveying complex information in an easy-to-understand
format.

Keywords: Infographics, News consumption, Online users, Digital media, Communication.

Introduction

Infographics are becoming increasingly popular in digital media as a tool for presenting complex
information in an easily digestible format. Infographics are graphic representations of data,
information, or knowledge that are designed to communicate a message quickly, clearly, and
effectively. They are widely used in various fields such as education, marketing, and journalism to
convey information in an engaging and informative way. In journalism, infographics have been used
to visualize data, facts, and figures in a visually appealing manner. This study aims to investigate the
impact of infographics on the news consumption habits of online users.

Infographics have become a popular tool for presenting complex information in a visually
appealing and easily understandable manner. As more and more people turn to online news sources for
their daily dose of information, the use of infographics has grown to become an integral part of the
online news experience.

The impact of infographics on the news consumption habits of online users has been significant.
Infographics help users quickly comprehend information that might otherwise be difficult to
understand, especially when it comes to numbers and statistics. They also make news stories more
engaging and interesting, leading to higher levels of user engagement and retention(Alzoubi,2021).

Furthermore, infographics are easily shareable on social media platforms, increasing the potential
for news stories to reach a wider audience. With the rise of mobile devices, infographics have become
even more important as they are easily accessible and consume less data than traditional text-based
articles(Kareem,2022).

As a result, many news organizations have increased their use of infographics in their reporting,
leading to a shift in the way news is presented and consumed online. This trend is likely to continue as
more users demand visually appealing and easy-to-understand news content.

Problem of study

The problem addressed in this study is the lack of a comprehensive understanding of how
infographics influence the news consumption habits of online users. Despite the increasing use of
infographics in news articles, there is a noticeable repetition of the study's aim in various sections of
the paper. While some evidence suggests that infographics can enhance content engagement and
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